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ODAK/ WATERFALL 





| KE Nagasaki, Kobe is surrounded by 
hills, only the hills at Kobe do not 
approach so close to the water as at 
Nagasaki. The view of Kobe from 
the steamer is that of a modern and 
well-built city. You see a well-built jetty and some 
handsome buildings and a shady road along the 
water, which isthe bund. I had heard that the Jap- 
anese customs authorities were exceedingly strict 
and rather expected some trouble from this source, 
but after a very short delay all my packages were 
marked and there was no duty to pay and soon | was 
installed in a room at the Oriental hotel overlooking 
the hotel garden. Here, on Wednesday and Saturday 
nights, there was a sort of féte champétre, the grounds 
being illuminated with Japanese lanterns while a 
band played popular selections. 

ianded at a wharf called the American hatoba and 
on asking why it was so called I was told it was here 
that the Americans landed many years ago, mean- 
ing, | suppose, Commodore Perry and his expedition. 
Kobe was founded as a foreign settlement in 1868 and 
it has gone ahead so rapid- 
ly ‘hat its imports and ex- 
ports now exceed those of 


MENDAK/ WATERFALL 


very attractive. They are broad and well provided 
with shade trees. The street called Kyo Machi on 
which the Oriental hotel is, was one of the finest, 
though there are others noarty as good. The shade 
of the trees was most grateful during the very hot 
weather I encountered in Kobe, Though it was hot, 
90 degrees Fahrenheit or over, the heat was not un- 
bearable like the heat in Hongkong but the air had 
usually some life to it. Often it was beautifully 
clear, giving a fine view of the hills over which great 
masses of white clouds frequently hung, forming a 
fine contrast to the azure blue of the sky. The bund 


at Kobe is more elaborate than the one at Nagasaki. 
At Kobe there is a boulevard running along hy the 
water’s edge, while a fine sea wall gives a finish to 
the street whether seen from the land or water. 

Apart from its importance commercially, Kobe is 








any other city in Japan ex- 
cept Yokohama. Ln 1900 its 
imports were valued at yen 
137,000,000 and its exports 
of native goods at yen 67,- 
44,000. Among the princi- 
pai imports were raw cot- 
ton tothe value of yen 5l,- 
‘65,000; cotton yarns and 
Picce goods, yen 12,063,000; 
and kerosene oil, 5,541,000. 
I grains and seeds im- 
ported were valued at yen 
4,9°3,000. Among the ex- 
Pc-'s were matches, valued 
a! yen 5,440,000; mats, yen 
°,~-1,000, and metals, chiefly 
copper, yen 8,438,000. There 
is «n imperial shipbuilding 
yurd at Hyogo, the old na- 
u town which adjoins 
Kobe, from which it is only 
Sc)arated by a river, the 
Minato, which at this sea- 
800 1s completely dried up. 

found the streets in the 
fovcign quarter of Kobe 


he first of this series of 
ar icles appeared in the North- 
Western Miller of June 10, 1908. 











FLOUR MERCHANT'S GARDEN 


interesting from the sightseer’s standpoint. 
There is much of interest to be seen in and 
around it. Across the Osaka bay,on which 
it is situated, is the town of Osaka, where 
a great exhibition was held this summer, 
but unfortunately it had closed before I got 
around to Japan. By the way, our Canadian friends 
rather laid themselves out at this exhibition to ad- 
vertise Manitoba flour, and the sample loaves made 
on the grounds were eagerly bought up by the curi- 
ous Japanese, to most of whom, doubtless, the bread 
was as much of a novelty as the mostrare form of 
Japanese cake would be to us. 

Even if the results have not been so brilliant as 
might be inferred from some of the articles in the Ca- 
nadian press, the move was a good one and our Cana- 
dian friends deserve credit for their enterprise. ‘he 
Canadian commissioner left Yokohama shortly be- 
fore I arrived, so I did not meet: him but I under- 
stand that the whole exhibit, including the bread 
baking, was a government undertaking. Remember- 
ing the fine exhibit the Canadians had at Cork, it is 
evident that they are losing 
no opportunity of making 
their country and its prod- 
ucts known to all and 
sundry. I did not stop at 
Osaka as 1 learned that 
there are no foreign dealers 
in flour there and only two 
Japanese flour merchants. 

In the hills, not far from 
Kobe, are the Nunobiki 
waterfalls. The upper fall, 
which is known as Odaki, 
or the male fall, is in a pic- 
turesque glen that is 
reached after a rather stiff- 
ishclimb. The fallis not 
very accessible but you get 
a good view of it across the 
glen from the veranda of a 
tea house which occupies 
the only open space from 
which the fall can be seen 
to advantage. The name 
Signifies ‘‘white sheet 
spread out,’’ but at the time 
of my visit it was more like 
a sheet rolled up into a 
rope, as the water was very 
low. The height of Odaki 
is 80 ft. Lower down the 
hillside is the Mendaki, or 
female fall, much lower 
than Odaki, but affording 
a pretty sight as it emerges 














THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 





. 





December 16, 1903 
































from between the rocks and tumbles 
into a pool below. A tea house 
bridges the gorge and gives oppor- 
tunity of gazing on Mendaki at 
close range, but I preferred the view 
from below, where the tea house 
Pi could be seen as wellas the 
all. 

There are several native temples 
in Kobe, one of which, the Ikuta 
temple, I visited. This has a pro- 
fusion of stone lanterns and some 
fine trees, cryptomerias and camphor 
trees. Ikuta is a Shinto temple said 
to have been founded by the Em- 
press Jingo on returning from a suc- 
cessful expedition to Korea. ‘The 
Shinto temples are approached 
through a peculiar arch, called the 
Shinto arch or Torii. he Torii of 
Ikuta temple is a modified form of 
the arch Known as the Ryobu Shinto. 
The pure Shinto is less elaborate and 
consists merely of two straight up- 
rights and two straight cross pieces. 
It is the custom for temples in Japan 
to have matsuri or religious festivals 
at certain seasons and also annual 
fairs which are more or less gala oc- 
casions. Had I been afew weeks 
later I should have seen the Ikuta 
fair which is held Sept. 23 to 27. Its 
matsuri is held April 3. The partic- 
ular deity worshipped at Ikuta is 
Waka-hirume-no-Mikoto, to whom 
is ascribed the honor of having in- 
troduced the loom and clothing. 
She does not seem to have per- 
formed the last part of her - very 
thoroughly as I saw much nudity 
among the men of the lower classes, 
both artisans and laborers. Many of 
these evidently consider a cloth 
twisted around the loins all that 
decency requires. 

The shrine of the temple stands at 
the back of a pavilion where I be- 
lieve sacred dances are sometimes 
performed. Waka-hirume-no-Mikoto 
is invoked in seasons of excessive 
rain or drouth over which matters 
she is supposed to have great con- 
trol. Some of the trees in the 
grounds must be of great age. One 
fine old tree in front of the pavilion 
seemed to flourish though denuded 
of its bark. 

In going about the native quarters 











of Kobe Iran across many strange 
types. Sometimes I could make out 
from the ricksha man what they 
were, and sometimes not. One day I 
saw a native approaching with two 
boxes suspended from a pole whom 
I made out to be a vendor of medi- 
cines; so, calling to the ricksha man 
to halt, | got out and took a snap 
shot of him as he went by crying his 
wares. Ido not think that the Jap- 
anese have quite such a weird col- 
lection of medicines as the Chinese. 
By the way, anything inthe nature 
of a chemical is 'tmedicine’’ to the 
Oriental. Thus in China the washer- 
man said he had to get some ‘' medi- 
cine” to take the stain out of a linen 
coat, for which medicine there was 
an extra charge, and a Japanese 
photographer asked me if I wanted 
to use my ‘'tmedicine”’ or his, for de- 
veloping, or ‘'to make develop’’ as 
he put if. 

One of the most interesting types 
that 1 saw was an old beggar woman 
in the Moto machi, which is the 
principal street for retail shops in 
the native town. She had the most 
enormous hat Lever saw. It would 
make an ideal theater hat fora lady 
wishing tocreate a sensation. At- 
tached to her belt she had a little 
gong on which she hammered to at- 
tract attention. I borrowed some 
coppers from my ricksha man to 
give her, thinking that the sight of 
her make-up was worth a penny. 
The shops in the Moto machi evident- 
ly cater especially for foreign trade 
as the signs are all English. Many 
of them have striking figures curi- 
ously carved and painted, in addition 
to the signs. 

All sorts and conditions of Jap- 
anese were to be seen on the Moto 
machi. There were children with 
their bright-colored little kimonos, 
mothers carrying their babies on 
their backs, small children carrying 
still smaller children, young ladies 
out for a stroll and all seeming quite 
jolly and happy. A sight that al- 
ways interested me was to see the 
tiny little tots barely able to stand 
at all, running around on their 
‘'geta,’? or wooden sandals with 

(Continued on page 1336.) 
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THE week’s flour business has been 
small and of a holiday character. 
Mills almost generally complain ofa 
lack of shipping directions, and while 
nearly all of them are sold ahead, they 
are unable to prevent accumulations of 
stock. They are not selling their out- 
put and a number of them are closing 
down, so to remain until after the first 
of the new year when it is thought that 
demand will improve. Buyers in the 
east are ordering flour only occasional- 
ly, as necessity demands, and have not 
advanced their ideas as to price to 
correspond with those of the millers 
whose quotations, based on the relative- 
ly high price of wheat now prevalent, 
are also too high for the foreigner 
who is not often a purchaser now unless 
some concession is made. Of course, 
there are instances wherein mills report 
a good business and plenty of shipping 
directions, but these are indeed the ex- 
ception rather than the rule. For in- 
stance, St. Louis millers of hard wheat 
are said tobe quite satisfied with pres- 
ent conditions and though new orders 
are scarce, are well booked ahead and 
are not troubled by any accumulation 
of flour. Soft wheat millers have a far 
different story to tell; they can get no 
soft wheat on account of the ‘'corner’’ 
and their trade amounts to practically 
nothing. 


THE Northwestern Miller’s cables to- 
day state that the markets of the United 
Kingdom remain dull and lifeless. 
Flour is a dragging sale and buyers do 
not seem disposed to anticipate wants. 
The break in American wheat prices 
has confirmed buyers in pursuing a 
policy of abstention. In Amsterdam 
the approach of the holidays interferes 
with business and no improvement is 
looked for until after the new year. 

* 


* * 

Mr. J. W. Rusa, an authority on the 
European market situation, had some- 
thing to say recently in his regular let- 
ter to the Northwestern Miller,which was 
encouraging to those who believe that 
present wheat prices are fully justified. 
Conceding that Russia and India had 
been heavy shippers this year and that 
the crop of Argentina would be a record 
breaker, Mr. Rush, nevertheless, found 
the situation a strong one for the friends 
of wheat. He did not believe that the 
increased surplus in Argentina would 
match the decreased shipments from 
America and Canada. While the visible 
supply for Europe had increased for 
October, it was still far from large, be- 
ing below the average for former years. 
As to the United Kingdom, it was con- 
suming much more foreign wheat this 
season than had been expected and was 
likely to continue so doing, because the 
home-grown wheat was bound to be 
very scarce during the entire season. 
Not only was the British crop short and 
of poor quality, but the exceedingly wet 
weather during the autumn had made 
sowing impossible in most districts; 
this would affect next year’s crop, and 
a large reduction of the area under 
grain was certain. During the three 
months since August first, the total sup- 
plies of foreign and home-grown wheat 
in the United Kingdom had amounted 
to more than a million quarters beyond 
the normal, yet the port stocks on No- 
vember first showed an increase of only 
150,000 quarters. 


SucH conditions hardly afford Mr. 
Chamberlain a favorable background 
for his plan to tax the imports of flour 
and grain. It is evident that the British 
miller must depend increasingly during 
the next two years at least on foreign- 
grown grain, and this being the case, he 
will hardly relish paying a tax on it 
even if foreign flour is subject to a 
heavier tariff. As for the consumer, he 
must realize that even Mr. Chamberlain 
with his tax on wheat can not influence 
that most uncertain of things, the Brit- 
ish weather, and, failing to do so, hecan 
not be sure that the tariff will increase 
the home production of grain. Even 
under the most favorable circumstances, 
Britain is unable to raise enough wheat 
to feed herself and is dependent upon 
other countries for her food supply. 
When conditions are adverse, as they 
have been this year, her needs are ac- 
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centuated{and‘if, in addition’to‘the natur- 
al difficulty of getting wheat, artificial 
barriers to trade are raised, there will 
come times when the people will be in 
dire straits for their food. As long as 
such conditions exist, and, by the very 
nature of things they are unavoidable, it 
seems the height of absurdity for a na- 
tion so exposed to even think of taxing 
foodstuffs. Mr. Chamberlain talks 
about the highly-protected countries 
with the greatest contempt and there is 
no doubt that the tariff of the United 
States is an absurdity, but this, at least, 
is true: America, in common with the 
other large nations committed to a _ pol- 
icy of protection, can certainly feed her- 
self, and in the main her duties are im- 
posed upon luxuries and not necessi- 
ties. Her tariff may be absurd, but it 
has not yet reached that superlative ab- 
surdity—a tax on bread. Were it other- 
wise, and any party should. attempt to 
tax the food of the people, public opin- 
ion would soon make an end to it. The 
people of America may be silly and 
shortsighted in keeping up their tariff 
wall, but whenever the supply of wheat 
grown within their borders is inade- 
quate to their needs, should such a time 
ever come, they will not be shortsighted 
and silly enough to impose a tax on 
breadstuffs. 
a 
* 

THE breakfast-food fad has become 
the constant theme of song and jest and 
for more than a year the humorists 
have been making merry with the pre- 
posterous claims of the fancy food 
makers. It has been fun forthe boys 
but death to the fads andthe sheriff 
and receiver have lately been. finding 
good business inthe neighborhood of 
the fool fad food factories. Capitalists 
who invested in these ill-fated enter- 
prises in the belief that their product 
was to supplant flour in ——— esti- 
mation are now realizing their mistake. 
Orders are hard to get and the great 
boom in ‘thealth”’ foods has completely 
collapsed. This is sad for the invest- 
ors, but the singular mania for eating 
well-advertised trash instead of good 
healthy food, which has recently swept 
over the country left other and much 
worse evils in its train. 


FREQUENT cases of insanity resultant 
from nai ag the advice of the fad- 
food makers have been reported and 
many deaths have been due from the 
Same cause; in one instance a victim 
died from appendicitis caused by a 
steady diet of the very ‘thealth’”’ food 
which was advertised as a sure pre- 
ventive of that disease. Meantime, 
white flour has entirely regained its po- 
sition at the head of the list of whole- 
some things to eat and the tremendous- 
ly advertised attack upon its good 
name has recoiled, as might have been 
expected, upon the heads of the liars 
who made it, with disastrous results. 
Many singular cases of insanity have 
occurred as a result of the fad-food 
habit, but the queerest is that of a 
poor victim named Lovell who was 
recently taken in eg ee at Meriden, 
Connecticut, and sent back to his home 
in Iowa, stark mad on breakfast foods. 


THis unfortunate became addicted to 
the ‘thealth’’-food habit. He read the 
advertisements in the daily papers and 
he believed what they said. He prided 
himself upon being the first in his 
town to try every new food that ap- 
peared on the market. He limited his 
diet entirely to this trash and became 
an authority on the much-vaunted 
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merits of the new era in. concentrated 
eatables. At first, his friends merely 
smiled at what they thought was a 
harmless idiosyncrasy and listened to 
his prattle about the latest arrival on 
the grocer’s shelf with good-natured 
tolerance. Later, they began to look 
upon him as a nuisance with his ex- 
travagant claims for certain foods, but 
finally they realized that what had 
been a mere fad was becoming a seri- 
ous mental derangement. They, there- 
fore, sent him_east for a trip in the hope 
that he would be diverted from the 
subject and resume his normal condi- 
tion. Unhappily the malady had gone 
too far; instead of improving he rapid- 
ly grew worse and at Meriden he be- 
came a raving maniac. He was ship- 
ped home, shouting unceasingly a con- 
glomeration of meaningless words cun- 
taining syllables from more than one 
— different brands of breakfast 
oods. 


THis is the story as it appears in the 
associated press dispatches, and it has 
the appearance of being the relation of 
a sober fact and not a mere newspaper 
yarn. Itis probable enough. Anyone 
who will eat much of the cheap rubbish 
which is put up in fancy F get y i : 
labeled with a silly name and sold at a 
arg price as daca and wholesome food 

ill suffer physical weakening which 
in time will affect the mind as well as 
the body. A steady diet of such slops to- 
gether witha courseof reading consist- 
ing of health-food advertising in pamph- 
lets and newspapers is quite enough to 
produce insanity. ‘The names alone 
of some of these so-called foods are so 
idiotic that a mere list of them sounds 
like the ravings of a mind diseased. 


BASED on the assumption that more 
than half of the world was weak mind- 
ed and could be madeto believe any 
nonsense if it were sufficiently well ad- 
vertised, a legion of ‘thealth’’-food fac- 
tories sprang into existence, managed 
by crack-brained schemers who were 
able to get financial backing from mel- 
low-headed capitalists. They came, 
they saw, and they advertised. For a 
time the public took the bait, but in a 
little while the extravagance of the 
claims made by the rival makers de- 
feated their object and now the end has 
come and common-sense has again as- 
serted itself, leaving the crazy health- 
food makers with their crazy investors 
to join in a march to the insane asylums 
of the country where they will meet the 
crazy victims of their crazy movement, 
and honest, wholesome, white. flour 
emerges from the contest stronger and 
better and more popular than ever. 
Which proves that the public is not 
such an ass asthe advertising agent 


thinks it is. 
* 


* * 

ELSEWHERE in this number of the 
Northwestern Miller will be found the 
speech of Mr. Robert Meighen, presi- 
dent of the Lake of the Woods Milling 
Company, Montreal, delivered before 
the Board of Trade of that city in favor 
of a resolution endorsing Mr. Chamber- 
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lain’s fiscal —: A resolution unan- 
imously and enthusiastically adopted. 
Itis to be expected that the Canadian 
millers will find Mr. Chamberlain’s 
policy very much to their liking; in- 
deed, it would be surprising if they 
failed to appreciate the immense bene- 
fits which it would undoubtedly confer 
upon them. American competition in 
furnishing flour for the people of the 
United Kingdom would be greatly hand- 
icapped. rom being a free-food mar- 
ket, open to all comers, Britain would 
become a customer of the Canadian 
millers under conditions which would 
actually give them advantages in sup- 
plying the flour trade over. the home 
millers themselves. The latter would 
be obliged to pay the tax on all foreign 
grain which they ground, while, Cana- 
dian wheat and flour being admitted 
free, the competition from Canada 
would be untaxed. Preferential trade, 
therefore, means much to the Canadian 
miller and he can not be criticised for 
favoring a policy which would give 
him such a great advantage not only 
over the miller of the United States but 
the miller of England as well. Mr. 
Meighen presents his views on this 
subject with force and clearness and 
millers in America and Great Britain 
will be interested in what he has to say. 
There can be no doubt that Mr. Cham- 
berlain’s policy would be a grand good 
thing for the Canadian miller; this al- 
most goes without saying. The British 
miller, however, is asking himself 
where he isto benefit by the arrange- 
ment and how Mr. Chamberlain pro- 
poses to ‘‘re-establish an ancient in- 
dustry”’ by leaving it entirely open to 
attacks from a new guarter. 


Ir is the consideration of these very 
obvious facts which is making the 
British miller conclude that, after all, 
there is nothing for him in Mr. Cham- 
berlain’s proposal. If these are its con- 
ditions he would much prefer not to 
have his ancient industry re-established 
and would rather bear the ills he has 
than fly to those he knows not of, but 
of which he is able to make a fairly 
accurate estimate. Thus it happens 
that such journals as Milling which at 
first seemed to be enthusiastic for Mr. 
Chamberlain’s scheme, are now cooling 
off very markedly. Under the heading 
‘tA danger ahead,’’ the Liverpool con- 
temporary says: 


'tSuppose those who advocate the 
fiscal changes were to win the day—we 
do not prophesy that they will, by any 
means, but more unlikely things have 
happened in politics—millers might 
have to meet some exciting times. The 
leader of the change movement tells us 
that if a duty of 2s per quarter were 
levied on wheata proportionate duty 
would be placed on flour, but it would 
be so arranged that it would give the 
U.K. miller an advantage. Tow on 
the face of it, this looks well for the 
British miller, but supposing a duty of 
(say) 2s 6d per sack was puton flour, 
how would he stand, considering thata 
part of the scheme put forward at Glas- 
gow suggested that Colonial produce 
should come in free? If this were done, 
would not the Colonial millers, especial- 
ly those in Canada, havea free entr 
here for their flour, while the Britis 
miller would have to pay an import duty 
of 2s per quarter upon all the foreign 
wheat he would be obliged to buy until 
the Colonies grew all he wanted, an 
event which appears to be some years 
distant? 

‘tThe idea of giving the Colonies a 
preference may look well, as a senti- 
ment, but that itcan be done without 
injury to many trades is very doubtful. 
The matter is a momentous one for 
British millers; therefore they must 
keep a watchful eye on politicians and 
their doings. Should anything be at- 
tempted which would seriously affect 
their trade, they must be quick to move 
as one man in their own defence.”’ 


In the same journal Mr. Sidney Leet- 
ham, who is largely interested in mill- 
ing, is quoted as saying: 

‘‘English flour milling does not re- 
qnire any protection, and does not ask 
for any. The intensity of home com- 
petition is more severe than the foreign, 
and there is no chance of obtaining an 
abnormal profit.”’ 


THE modern British milleris an ex- 
cellent business man and no shrewder 
judge of international milling condi- 
tions exists than the gentleman whom 
the ‘tMissionary of Empire’’ benevo- 
lently proposes to ‘'re-establish” in 
business. He knows perfectly well 
that if Canadian millers were given the 
advantage which the proposed change 
would afford them, there would follow 
an amazing increase in the building of 
export mills in the Dominion. ihe 
American, finding his own flour dis- 
criminated against, would hasten over 
the border and erect Canadian export 
one with which to fill his British 
orders. 
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THE present competition would only 
be shifted from one country to the other 
and while this might benefit the Em- 
pire as a whole, and particularly Can- 
ada, it would make things exceedingly 
hard for the home miller and he would 
once more face a competition which he 
thought he had already fairly met and 
practically overcome. Clearly, if Mr. 
Chamberlain expects to carry the in- 
fluence of the home miller and indeed 
*tre-establish one of the most ancient in- 
dustries in this pagers Aah he will have 
to hit upon amore plausible and less 
transparently unsound plan than the 
one he has proposed. Doubtless his 
brilliant and resourceful mind will be 
equal to the task, but it will be interest- 
ing to see how he will erm to escape 
from the dilemma in which his ignor- 
ance of practical trade conditions sur- 
rounding the milling business has 
placed him. 


* 
* * 


GENERALLY speaking, the American 
millers have had avery active season 
thus far and the output of flour has 
been enormous. The demand has been 
good, the price fair and the whole trade 
exceptionally satisfactory both to the 
miller and his customer. Why? Be- 
cause stocks of flourin the east and 
abroad were low when the new crop 
came in and the heavy out-turn of the 
mills has not, as yet, been more than 
enough to keep up with the demand and 
restore the proper surplus and because 
millers themselves, realizing the needs 
of the country, have not been inclined 
to throw aside all desires of a fair 
profit. They have shown some confi- 
dence in the strength of their own posi- 
tion. This, in turn, has carried a firmer 
feeling to the buyer, who bought be- 
lieving that the value of his purchase 
was not going to be cheapened by the 
immediate weakening of the _ seller. 
Thus a healthier tone developed all 
along the line from the maker to the 
consumer and once more, after a long 
period of abnormal conditions, flour 
has something like a sound basis upon 
which to rest and those who handle it 
do not feel that at any moment those 
who are really most concerned in main- 
taining its value will drive a knife into 
it and leave the hapless holder of 
stocks, a victim of misplaced confi- 
dence, to stand the loss. If you want 
anyone to believe in the value of the 
thing you are making and selling you 
must first believe in its worth yourself. 


For the crop year of 1903, for the first 
time in years, the millers believed in 
their own product and showed their 
confidence unmistakably in a refusal to 
sacrifice values merely to make sales. 
The result has been a good season, 
which has now continued quite up to 
the Christmas holidays. Now comes 
the critical time. It will depend upon 
the millers themselves whether the re- 
mainder of the crop year is to continue 
satisfactory alike to themselves and 
their customers, or be marked by the 
usual slump which, starting in about 
the first of the year continues through 
the spring and into the summer; a long, 
dismal, depressing time during which 
flour has no friends and the scanty 
profit of the autumn season is dissipat- 
ed and frittered away in a vain attempt 
to get out even; closing at last with an- 
other year of which it will be written, 
as has been so often said before, that 
‘talthough the mills ground heavily the 
net result was not profitable.’”’ A more 
lamentable commentary on an industry 
could not be made than to say that it 
has been very busy but has made no 
money, for it means incompetency and 
nothing else. There is excuse for the 
mill which has made no money because 
it had no wheat to grind; for the mill 
which has been unprofitable because it 
could find no market for its flour; but 
the mill which had both the wheat and 
the market; which ground steadily and 
sold its product and yet was unable to 
make a creditable showing at the end 
of the year; for that mill there is no ex- 
cuse except incapacity. That so many 
American mills have, in the past, come 
to this lame and impotent conclusion 
merely argues collective incapacity on 
the part of American mill management, 
making it impossible for the abler 
millers to make a showing commensur- 
ate with the size of their business and 
the returns which ought to be made on 
the investment at stake. 


THE critical period is at hand and it 
depends on the millers themselves 
whether or not it will be safely passed. 
From now until the middle of January 
there is bound to be a lull in business. 
It seems to the Northwestern Miller that 
millers do not pay enough attention to 
the habits and peculiarities of the very 
bird upon whom they depend for their 
existence—the Human. They seem to 
imagine that there is no limit to his ca- 
pacity to stuff flour. Thinking flour 
themselves all the time, they imagine 
that the entire world sits up with them 


all night to study over the same engross- 
ing subject. It doesn’t. The Bread 
Eater has his times and his seasons. 
When his appetite for flour is satisfied 
he wants no more for the time yg 
Let him alone, give him a chance to di- 
gest what he has eaten and he willcome 
up again smiling ready for more and, 
what is better, ready to pay a fair price 
for it. Crowd the flour on him when he 
does not want it and he grows ugly. 
Push him to the unwilling task of pur- 
chasing more than he can absorb and he 
will take a singular revenge upon those 
who have forced him to eat when he 
wasn’t hungry. He will make the busi- 
ness of feeding him unprofitable for the 
remainder of the year. Annual recur- 
rences of this phenomenon have not as 
yet enabled the miller to discern what it 
means; he still thinks he can continue 
to push his flour down the world’s throat 
when it is not hungry and avoid a very 
sick market as a result. 


Now come the holidays to all the 
world. What do they mean when one 
comes down to a close scrutiny of them? 
This, that for several weeks, varying in 
different localities, people take their 
minds off of business; Ryd no longer 
want to do business or talk business. In 
many countries the business world rec- 
ognizes this fact and does not attempt to 
put through any important commercial 
undertakings until the holidays are 
over. The American miller, however 
disregards the season as a rule and 
keeps steadily at it, turning out flour 
and trying to force it on the attention of 
the sluggish and at customer. 
It takes but a few days of this sort of 
ill-advised activity to break down any 
firmness that the market might other- 
wise possess. In consequence, when 
the holidays are over and people again 
begin to take an interest in business 
matters, the flour market has received a 
black eye and comes to the front in bad 
condition. Subsequent treatment of the 
same sort, on the similia similibus the- 
ory, soon makes its disfigurement 
chronic; it goes from bad to worse and 
finally winds up the year, hopelessly in- 
valid. This journal ventures to say that 
one-half of the bad years which the 
milling trade has experienced are due 
to crowding production during holiday 
seasons. If it had absolute power and 
could issue an edict which would neces- 
sarily be obeyed it would order every 
fiour mill in the United States to shut 
down, absolutely, from the fifteenth of 
December to the middle of January, in 
order to give the flour markets time to 
shake themselves down and get ready 
for next year’s business. 


THIs year, the conditions are favora- 
ble to such a course. As near as can be 
estimated there will be a great scarcity 
of good milling wheat before the crop 
year is over: if the mills run steadily 
and grind up the wheat on this end of 
the season many of them will have an 
enforced shut-down before the close. It 
would be wiser to take the idle time now 
when the world is also having its holi- 
day and thereby give the markets am- 
ple time to assimilate what they have 
already purchased. Many millers can, 
if they will, shut down at this season. 
Personally they will be none the worse 
for a little mid-winter rest. It will give 
time-to check up on what has been done 
this season; to put the plant in good, 
clean shape for steady running after the 
holidays; to get ready for active busi- 
ness and to resolve firmly that, come 
what may, they will not grind flour ata 
loss for the year to come. They will be 
all the better and stronger for a holiday 
and the flour market will respond to 
this sane and sensible treatment with 
an impetus toward the better which 
should carry it through the usually dull 
spring months and give the trade one 
good year of firm values and confident 
trading. Of course it is impossible to 
get millers to agree to a concerted shut- 
down; therefore, the only thing forthem 
to do is to consult their own judgment 
and common sense and close down irre- 
spective of others. If they will have 
the courage to take this ounce of pre- 
ventive before they need the pound of 
cure, they will save themselves the 
usual attack of sickness which makes 
the glad new year a hollow mockery to 
the miller. 








C. E. French of L. Christian & Co., 
Minneapolis, Dec. 15: We have found 
business rather light in the past week, 
with considerable demand for clear 
abroad. Business has taken on some- 
thing of a Bence character and we 
don’t look for much change until after 
the new year. Wheat receipts continue 
light for the season, and prices are firm. 
We see no prospect for lower flour. If 
the wheat movement is reduced after 
this month, as is usually the case, we 
ought to see somewhat higher prices for 
better wheat and flour, provided we 
have the usual demand. Feed is active, 
and prices very firm or a little higher 
owing to the increased eastern freights. 
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The Minneapolis fiour output | st 
week decreased 22,000 bbls. The qua: ti- 
ty of flour turned out (week of Dec. 2) 
was 388,015 bbls, against 282,855 in | 102 
and 400,505 in 1901. The output a yar 
ago was small from the cold weat!er 
affecting the water power and causiig 
the mills torun irregularly. Minne*p- 
olis mills are feeling the effect of the n- 
difference of buyers to flour, and wth 
shipping directions on old orders cc in- 
ing in ata snail’s pace, there appe: 1s 
to be no escape from a material curt: il- 
ment in production. This week {five 
moderate sized mills are idle and m re 
are likely to stop. Seventeen mi'ls 
were in operation today(‘Tuesday) ania 
fair estimate of the week’s output wold 
be 360,000 bbls. It may run even 
smaller. 

The business done in flour by Minve- 
apolis mills for the week was meager. 
Sales’were much less than the quantity 
of flour produced. Lack of shipping 
directions was the cry with all, thouch 
some felt this condition more than ‘id 
others. The mills have a generous 
quantity of flour sold, but the buyers 
ean not be induced to order it out. 
Sold for 30 and 60 days’ shipment, the 
buyer, when pressed for directions, 
simply lays back and tells the mil! to 
cancel orders if it wants to. With this 
situation, there is much talk about 
ging Scho and unless markets iin- 
prove, that is likely to be the solution. 

Owing to existing conditions, foreizn 
trade is given closer attention. How- 
ever, bids are low and sales few. Even 
fancy clear, which has been salable at 
goer prices, is no longer sought afier 

y importers. Clears are genera!ly 
quiet and easier in price. 

Patent is quoted at $4.25@4.50 per ‘6 
lbs in wood f.o.b. Minneapolis. 

The range of eastern prices today 
(Dec. 15) asked by Minneapolis mi'!s 
for patent in wood was: Boston, #/.5 
@5.20; New York rate points, $4.90@5.15; 
Pittsburg points, $4.80@5; Baltimore, 
$4.80@5.05; Philadelphia,  $4.85@5.'0; 
Albany, $4.90@5.15; Buffalo, $4.907@5.'0; 
Michigan, $4.55@4.75; Iowa, Illinois #1d 
Wisconsin, $4.50@4.75, 

Of the 22 Minneapolis mills 17 w re 
in operation today (Tuesday) as follo. s: 


Barber Milling Co., Cataract mill 

Northwestern Consolidated Milling Dey 
mills A, C, E and F. 

National Milling Co., Dakota mill 

Phoenix Mill Co., Phoenix mill 

Pillsbury-Washburn Co., mills A, B,- » 
chor, Palisade and Lincoln. 

Washburn-Crosby Co., mills A, B, ©, 0, 
and E. 


REPORTS OF OUTSIDE MILLS 


Special reports from 36 outside nc bh 
western -mills (outside of Minneap: |5 
and Duluth) with a daily capacity of 
25,850 bbls, show that in the week e d- 
ing Dec. 12, they made 123,065 bbls of 
flour (representing the consumptio: of 
approximately 545,000 bus of wh: ¢) 
against 115,760 in the correspond ‘'£ 
week of 1902. Foreign flour shipme ‘s 
in the same week were 15,085 b 5, 
against 19,650 a year ago. 

Last week was a pretty quiet one v ‘h 
most ‘'outside mills.’”’ Few, if @ ¥; 
sold their full output, more dispos ‘8 
of half the quantity of flour turned « '\t 
The popsoach of the holidays seeme: ‘0 
maké buyers very indifferent, «14 
though most mills have fiour sold ab 1d 
in domestic markets sufficient to k »P 
them running from four to six wec 5; 
eippse directions came in so slo. 'Y 
that it was a problem with many ! . 


to keep in operation. The trade is 5 ‘1 
ply not ordering out flour that is bou; it, 
and it is a common thing for millst« »¢ 
on the point of shutting down, f/m 
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lack of directions. Considering the 
quantity of flour booked, this condition 
is very exceptional and it is hard to ac- 
count for, except that the approach of 
the new year is inducing buyers to re- 
strict deliveries to the smallest limits. 
Under these conditions, there is a dis- 
position shown to curtail the flour out- 
put. With a view to avoiding shutting 
down, ‘‘outside mills’? are seeking ex- 
port business more actively, and in do- 
ing so, some of them are prepared to 
mike substantial concessions. This. sit- 
uation has resulted in scattering lots 
being worked, though foreigners usual- 
ly show no particular interest. 


OUTSIDE MILLS REPORTING 


nnesota— 

lagle Roller Mill Co., New Ulm. 

lew Prague Flouring Mill Co., New Prague. 
i. T. Gunderson, Kenyon. 

a Grange Mills, Red Wing. 

Vv. J. Jennison Co., Minneapolis, 

Seymour Carter, Hastings. 

ved Lake Falls Milling Co., Red Lake Falls. 
ergus Flour Mills Co., Fergus Falls. 
{innesota Flour Mills Co., Stillwater. 

.. Christian & Co., Shakopee. 

‘oodhue Mill Co., Cannon Falls. 
. 8. Christensen Co., Madelia. 

vew Ulm Roller Mill Co., New Ulm. 
Vabasha Roller Mill Co., Wabasha. 
sanesboro Milling Co., Lanesboro. 
{ubbard Milling Co., Mankato. 
immons Milling Co., Red Wing. 

\verett, Aughenbaugh & Co., Waseca. 
Vells Flour Milling Co., Wells. 
indstrom Mill Co., Lindstrom. 

tush City Roller Mills, Rush City. 
Vinnebago Flour Mills Co., Winnebago 
y 
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tome & Export Mill Co., Goodhue. 

rth Dakota— 

lk Valley Mill Co., Larimore. 
“.idgerwood Mill Co., Lidgerwood. 
Missouri Valley Milling Co., Mandan. 
‘tussell-Miller Milling Co., Jamestown. 
uth Dakota— 

ixcelsior Mill Co., Yankton. 

V. H. Stokes Milling Co., Watertown. 
\berdeen Mill Co., Aberdeen. 
lowa— 

lystic Milling Co., Sioux City. 
Plymouth Milling Co., Le Mars. 

allgatter Bros., Marshalltown. 
shannon & Mott Co., Des Moines. 


SACKETT & FAY’S MILL DAMAGED 


At St. Peter, Minn., yesterday (Dec. 
1) at 3:30 p. m., the mill of Sackett & 
ay took fire inthe third story, and 
5,000 to $6,000 damage was probably 
done. On this floor were the bolting 
reels, dust collectors, etc., and they 
were pretty well consumed. The water 
used in extinguishing the fire caused 
damage in the lower part of the mill, 
but just how much is yet to be ascer- 
ained. The loss is covered by insur- 
nce. How the fire originated is not 
known, though one theory is that an 
sleyator running into the room where 
e dust coliectors were, was respon- 
ble for it. The fire will keep the mill 
‘le for some time, and is unfortunate 
r Sackett & Fay, as they hada good 
nany flour orders booked and the 
heat with which to fill them. How- 
er, they will carry out all their con- 
icts. 


DEATH OF F. A. RANNEY 


Fred A. Ranney, manager of the Geo. 
‘Lileston Milling Co., St. Cloud, Minn., 
ed Monday of acute diabetes, having 

en ill only from Saturday afternoon. 

e serious character of his illness was 

parent only a few hours before his 
‘cath, so that its fatal termination was 
holly unexpected and came as a great 
sock to his many friends. It was only 
a week ago today that Mr. Ranney was 
‘aller at this office, when he seemed in 
» best of health, and millers whom he 
et while then in the city will find it 
rd to bring themselves to a reaiiza- 
mn that he has passed away. Mr. Ran- 
y was 45 years of age, and is survived 
’ a widow and two children. Deceased 
d been with the Tileston oe 
‘mpany for a long time and succeede 
the management something over a 
ar ago,on H. C. Ervin’s retirement. 
’ was held in high esteem as a citizen 
d business man. 


VALLEY CITY MILL BURNED 


rhe 500-bbl mill of the Russell-Miller 
illing Co. at Valley City, N. D., burned 
out 3 o’clock a. m. Sunday, Dec. 13. 
ie fire started from a grain scourer 
hile the mill was in operation, and 
1en the employers felt they had it ex- 
iguished, a spark found lodgmentina 
st collector and caused an explosion. 
is scattered the flames and made the 
‘ther efforts of the men ineffective. 
he mill was a frame building, and, 
gether with an elevator, was de- 
royed, a detached boiler room alone 
ing saved. In the elevator were about 
000 bus of wheat. The company 
aces its loss at $80,000, with $69,000 in- 
‘rance, of which about half was in 
utual companies. The mill was built 


v4 


m 


ede ohend 


- 


— he > O oe 


-od 


THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER. 


about a year ago, on the Nordyke & 
Marmon system, and was regarded as 
one of the best interior mills in the 
northwest. It had done a prosperous 
business, and though the company has 
other mills at Jamestown and Grand 
Forks, N. D., its destruction is a severe 
loss to the owners. Rebuilding of the 
mill will be undertaken at the earliest 
possible date. Should it be found prac- 
ticable, a building will be erected this 
winter, that the mill may be completed 
bey in the summer. However, it is 
doubtful that this can be done. Arthur 
Miller, as superintendent of the Russell- 
Miller an Co., had charge of the 
destroyed mill. 


THE W. J. JENNISON CO. 

‘tOutside mills’? of the northwest, 
with a flour output exceeding that of 
any other locality except Minneapolis, 
are this year coming into prominence 
as never before, and the volume of 
their product and capacity to consume 
wheat, are accorded consideration by 
the flour and grain trade not heretofore 
pe ae mag The number of mills in- 
cluded in the group coming under the 
head of ttoutside mills” is not large, and 
the men dominating their management 
are comparatively few. One of the latter 
is W. J. Jennison. He isa principal in 
five good-sized Minnesota mills, each 
operated under a separate management, 
as well as being heavily interested in 
terminal and country elevators. But 
with the business of all, he is ever in 
close touch. Few men in the northwest 
have met with such uniform success in 





MR. W. J. JENNISON 


business as has Mr. Jennison, especial- 
ly considering that he started with little 
capital, and he now enjoys a_ large 
competence. 

It is the purpose of this article to 
treat of the W. J. Jennison Co. in par- 
ticular, which operates a 400-bb1 mill 
at Appleton, Minn. Of this company 
Mr. Jennison is president; W. G. Good- 
ing, vice-president and manager 
and W. H. Sudduth, secretary an 
treasurer. The portraits on this page 
are of the two former gentlemen. Mr. 
Gooding has the active direction of the 
business, and has most excellent as- 
sistance and co-operation from Mr. 
Sudduth. This company was oryan- 
ized in 1896, and has-built up a busi- 
ness requiring a steady increase in out- 
put. It now has machinery bought 
with which to bring the capacity of its 
mill up to 500 bbls. In seeking trade, 
that of grocers and bakers in western 
states has been especially cultivated, 
and today it has a valuable business 
built up among that highly desirable 
class of buyers. ‘‘Jennison’s Very 
Best’? and ‘'Tip Top” are its brands, 
and in placing them on the market, the 
aim has been to have them of such uni- 
formly high quality as to win and hold 
the favor of — person once using 
the flour. To do this, the company has 
been favored in having its mill located 
in a hard wheat belt, enabling it to ob- 
tain two-thirds of its raw material in the 
form of farmers’ wheat, while the re- 
mainder is drawn from near-by sta- 
tions. 

The main office of the company is in 
Minneapolis, where the facilities as to 
banking, freight rates, wheat market, 
etc., are of great importance in doing 
business. 


LOCAL AND PERSONAL 


The plant of the National Biscuit Co. 
at Dubuque, lowa, burned on the night 
of Dec. 11. Loss estimated at $15,000 
on building; $15,000 on stock and $10,- 
000 on machinery. Insurance, 80 per 
cent, 

A common basis on which flour is sold 
by mills at interior points in Minnesota 
is: in straight or mixed car lots, patent, 


$4.40@4.50 per bbl in 98 and 49-lb sacks; 
straight, $4.20@4.30; clear, $3.20@3.30. 
For lots of less than one car, 20e per bbl 
is usually added. 


Franz Hermann of New York City, 
manager in the United States of the 
Mannheim Insurance Co., and J. J. Me- 
Donald, of Henderson Bros., Chicago, 
general western agents of the same com- 
pany, were visitors in Minneapolis last 
week, and were entertained by Alexan- 
der Campbell. 

Owing to the recent burning of the 
mill of A. B. Treadway & Son at Mur- 
freesboro, Tenn., S. W. Treadway will 
shortly return to Minneapolis. He is 
desirous of securing a position with 
some milling concern as office man or 
manager. Messrs. Treadway & Son 
were under insured and suffered quite a 
br ae loss by the burning of their 
mill. 


On account of John S. Dodge being 
absent from the city, looking after his 
mill at Oroville, Cal., he will probably 
resign as member of the Minneapolis 
park board. It is acommon public de- 
sire that C. M. Loring be re-elected to a 
vacancy inthe board, but a deadlock 
among the members has prevented. Mr. 
Dodge’s retirement would probably in- 
sure the election of Mr. Loring, who has 
done much toward the creation of the 
Minneapolis park system. 


Average prices of grain paid to farm- 
ers at country points in the northwest 
today (Dec. 15) based on a freight rate 
of 10.2c per bu to Minneapolis on wheat, 
were as follows per bushel: Wheat— 
No. 2 northern, 66c; No. 3, 6lc; rejected, 
54c; no grade, 35(@47c. Flax—No. 1, &lc; 
rejected, 76c; no grade, 7lc. Oats—No. 3 
white, 28 lbs or more 3640; No. 4 white, 
25 lbs or more, 26c; No. 8, 251bs or more, 
25¢c; no grade, 31@28c. Corn—No. 3 
shelled or ear, 29c; No. 4, 28%c. Barley 
—No. 1 feed, 43 lbs, 25c; No. 2 feed, 40 
lbs, 2lc. Rye—No. 2, 38c; No. 3, 36c; re- 
jected, 30@34c. 


MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT 


T. W. Davies, millwright, has been 
elected district treasurer of the Inde- 
pendent Order of Good Templars. 
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The Allis-Chalmers Co. has sold the 
Washburn-Crosby Co. rolls and other 
machinery with which to increase the 
capacity of its Louisville, Ky., mill 
about 200 bbls. 

Of the Cavalier, N. D., roller mill, 
Andrew Robbie is manager; A. R. Par- 
ker, head miller; L. B. Pennyson and 
A. H. Rinker, under millers; Christo- 
pher Diettrich, engineer; and Charles 
Robbins, millwright. 

Matthew Walsh, in charge of the Cat- 
aract mill for many years, has been 
president of the Minneapolis 
Veteyan Volunteer Firemens’ Associa- 
( Mr. Walsh gave up the vocation 
head miller ten years or more ago. 


illiiam Bovey, superintendent for 
e Washburn-Crosby Co., departed last 
evening for Buffalo, N. Y., where the 
company’s new 4,500-bbl mill is nearl 
ready for operation. John J. Gerard, 
head miller, goes in about a week. One 
of his millers will be I. E. Barker 


The Barnett & Record Co. of Minne- 
apolis is constructing for Harroun 
Bros. at Kansas City., Mo., eight brick 
tanks of 50,000 bus capacity each. The 
tanks are 50 feet in diameter and 65 feet 
high. This company is also remodel- 
ing the firm’s present working house 
and building a new power house. The 
feature about the plant is that the bot- 
toms of the tanks are 16 feet above the 
ground, so that in case of a flood, asa 
year ago, the grain would not be dam- 
aged. The job will be completed in 
June or July. 
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At thé office of James Pye in Minne- 
apolis in an interestin ittle model, 
showing the working of the Richardson 
automatic scale. iddlings are used 
to give a practical. demonstration of 
how it receives, weighs and. discharges 
material. While originally an English 
invention, the scale is now manufac- 
tured in this country and, therefore, no 
duty has to be paid. One of these scales 
bas been used at the Standard mill in 
Minneapolis since last spring and has 
given excellent satisfaction. The Nor- 
dyke & Marmon Co. is agent for the 
scale, 

In a decision by the Minnesota su- 
preme court, a new trial is ordered in 
the case of Michael Comers vs. the 
Washburn-Crosby Co. Comers sued for 
damages on account of injury while in 
the employ of the defendant company 
and when the suit came to trial, the dis- 
trict judge directed the jury to give a 
verdict for defendant. On an appeal, 
the higher court reverses the district 
court. The supreme court holds that in 
a personal injury action the question as 
to whether either or both of two foremen 
employed by the defendant to superin- 
tend the loading of flour were vice prin- 
cipals at the time of the accident, was 
for the jury to decide. 


WHEAT IN THE NORTHWEST 
The attached table, made up from 
special reports to the Northwestern Mill- 
er, gives an idea of the yield of wheat 
on the last crop in the northwest and 
the quantity of wheat held by farmers: 
NORTH DAKOTA AND NORTHERN MINNESOTA 
Yield, Yield, Per Ac 6 19038, Was 
1908, , centin comp’red the cr’p 
bus per bus per farm’s’ with 1902, under- 
Town. acre. acre. hands. percent. est’ted, 
Lidgerwood 10 18 85 same yes 
Gd Forks.. 18 3 15 same no 
Park River. 12 20 40 same no 


Milnor...... 14 12 is’ prawsas yes 
Kindred.... 20 17 ee yes 
Gladstone.. 15 eee 2S edece no 
Cathay...... 7@10 10@80 Te). Swaaaen no 
Ellendale... ll 8 35@40 l0less yes 
OS eee ere ee. -:-saeeens no 
Cavalier.... 15 17 same yes 
WEED ackes sdete sishes See ekesace tess 
Church’s F ee 2 See: no 

ee 5@7 15@20 15 1%more no 
Moorhead.. 18 12 35 same yes 
Blabon...... 8 15 20more no 


10 
Carrington. 8@10 12@18 20 same no 
heldon.... 16 17 25 
Barnesville 12 12 25 same no 
Fosston ... 12 16 20 same yes 
Pelican R’d 12 16 8344 same no 
Average per cent in farmers’ hands, 29. 


CENTRAL MINNESOTA 
Melrose.... 13 15 50 7@l0less *no 


Battle Lake 12 184435-40 l0less yes 
Clearwater 8@5 15@20 none __......... *no 
Alexandria. 18 18 50 same no 
Cold Sp’gs.. 7 12 Mea | Mageegas eee 
Appleton ..12@14 8@10 60@65 less no 
No. Branch 8 14 30 85less no 
Rush City.. 15 17 a ineeee > -—_— 


Cambridge. 8 17 75 
Fergus F’lls 18 17 8374 same no 


Herman.... 8 14 l0less no 
Perham..... 9 14 40 l0less .... 
DEMME ccs tcese caeas 50 same no 


Graceville.. 6 ll 60 same no 
Pine City... 8@15 20@80 5 9less .... 
Average per cent in farmers’ hands, 52. 


SOUTHERN MINNESOTA 





Goodhue....15@18 12@15 Oe | -eeegees no 
New Ulm... 1 15 75 same no 
Owatonna.. 10 10 l5less no 
Hector...... 12 183 60 2less no 
Springfield.10@11 13 50 l0less no 
Dundas..... 10 40 20less *no 
Waseca..... 14t 18 75@80 80less .... 
Madison.... 18 16 40 same 
Marshall.... 15 15 50 5Oless .... 
Minneota... 15 15 75 same no 
Echo .. 12 45 


eae 15 
Pine Island .15@20 15 75 same 


Windom.... 8@10 10 25 88 less 
Kenyon..... 15 12 50 l0less no 
Shakopee... 15 1 55 20less .... 
Lake Crystl 12 10@11 50 15less no 
Mankato... 10 10 40 same no 
Le Sueur... 10 12 50 20less no 
Appleton. 12@14 9@10 65 less no 
Lanesboro.. 40 10 60 less no 
Montevideo 16 10 75 lless yes 
Morris...... 14 14 ? same no 
Faribault .. 10 15 60 25less no 
Madelia ....12@18 14 50 60less no 
New Prague 19 14 70 15 less 
Pipestone.. ..... .....- é less no 
Blue Earth 

| aE 12 10 50 2less no 
Royalton... 8 12 75 same no 
Mapleton...12@18 ...... 50 40less no 


Albert Lea.l0@183 8@10 50 same .... 
Jackson.... 6@14 13 35 less no 
Sleepy Eye 8@12 10@15 75 6@l0less no 
Average per cent in farmers’ hands, 57. 
SOUTH DAKOTA 





Howard.... 17% % 45 60 less yes 
Webster.... 18 15 50 15less *no 
Frederick... 9@10 50 10 less yes 
Ipswich..... 8@9 8@9 20 same no 
Groton. A 15 12 40 6less .... 
Bowdle...... 6 12 20 same .... 
Milbank ...16@18 18@15 15 same no 
Woonsock’t 15 12 15 same .... 
Sisseton.... ll 14 25 10more yes 
Yankton.... 10 18 40 lbless no 
Redfield.... 13 12 45 same no 
Aberdeen... 8 12 40 same yes 
Armour.... 16 ll 30 same .... 
Revillo..... 16 14 55@60 15@20 less no 
BRolia........ 8 18 12 same no 


Average per cent in farmers’ hands, 874. 
*Underestimated. 

+On account of wet weather in the spring. 
150 ner cent rendered unfit for milling by 


rain. ; 
¢Very small. 


« Atal 
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The aggregate stock of wheat in Min- 
neapolis and Duluth is 9,913,083 bus, 
aaginst 14,551,780 in 1902. 

Wheat receipts in Minneapolis and 
Duluth on Monday and Tuesday showa 
decrease of 745 cars against last year; 
the figures being: 1903, 1,001 cars; 1902, 
1,746 cars. 


Western Nebraska has more or less 
good wheat, and conditions are favora- 
ble for its being drawn toward Minne- 
apolis. In eastern Nebraska a larger 
crop was grown, but it is not of the best 
quality. 

During the week ended Saturday, 
Minneapolis received 37 cars of mac- 
aroni wheat. The amount of No. 1 
coming to this market is extremely 
limited, and No. 2 sold at 634%@65c f.o.b. 
Minneapolis. Lower grades were quot- 
ed at 60@62c, according to quality. 

In the Minneapolis market, there is 
an active demand for all milling wheat, 
about May price being paid for No. 1, 
with No. 2 2c lower. There is a consider- 
able quantity of bin burnt arriving and 
this is of slow sale at low prices, mill- 
ers not wanting it. 


Minneapolis mills last week ground 
approximately 1,680,000 bus of wheat. 
Receipts (less shipments) were 2,395,800 
bus, against 3,026,000 in the preceding 
week, 3,080,120 in 1902 and 1,768,660 in 
1901. Public stocks for the week in- 
creased 915,000 bus, making the stock in 
store in Minneapolis 8,641,000 against 
10,968,000 a year ago and 14,211,500 in 1901. 
The mills are the current week likely to 
grind 1,560,000 bus of wheat. 


The Minneapolis Market Record esti- 
mates the wheat crop of the northwest 
at 200,000,000 bus. Allowing 20,000,000 
bus for seed, there remained 180,000,000 
bus for market. It argues that 94,842,000 
bus have been disposed of, leaving 85,- 
000,000 bus on farms on Dec. 1; that the 
mills of the northwest will require 97,- 
250,000 bus during the remainder of the 
season, of which 18,100,000 bus are now 
in store, leaving only 6,000,000 bus for 
shipment. 

The comparatively light movement of 
wheat in the northwest is reflected in 
the reduced receipts at Minneapolis 
last week. They were 2,731,000 bus, or 
656,000 bus smaller than in the preced- 
ing week and 565,000 smaller than for 
the same week in 1902. Farmers’ deliv- 
eries, despite the near approach of 
Christmas, when country people are 
supposed to need extra funds, are re- 
ported light by most elevator compa- 
nies. Coldand stormy weather of course 
may have something to do with this, 
but not all. Some elevator managers, 
having been disappointed in the vol- 
ume of business done at contry houses, 
have been investigating the cause, and 
usually have come to the conclusion 
that the grain was not grown. ‘The feel- 
ing is growing, even among the most 
conservative millers, that the problem 
of securing an adequate supply of 
wheat as the year advances, will be a 
serious one, and that cash wheat must 
necessarily command relatively higher 
prices than in other years. 


CEREALS AND FEED 
Oatmeal has been reduced 10c, rolled 


oats now being quoted at $4.45/@4.55 per 
bbl in wood f.o.b. Minneapolis. 


Some brokers, to avoid any trouble as 
to rates on shipments during December, 
made it a point to buy for eastern deliv- 
ery, and some are now supplying their 
trade from such purchases. 

The approximate’ prices at which 
mills at the interior points in Minneso- 


ta are selling millfeed in mixed cars 
with flour, are $14@14.25 for bran in 
bulk and $16@16.25 for shorts. When 


$1 per packed in 100-lb sacks, $1.50 and 
ton additional are asked respectively. 


Cereal millers report an excellent de- 
mand for ground feed and cornmeal. 
The former is taken by lumbermen in 
the pineries. While rye flour has been 
somewhat quiet, the demand of late has 
improved. The mills are jnow making 
the difference between cracked corn and 
the feed in which oats are a component 
pari, 75¢c per ton, owing to the relatively 
higher cost of oats. 

It may be of historical interest to know 
that bran in September, 1905, sold at as 
low as $3.75 per ton in 200-lb sacks, f.o.b. 
Minneapolis. H. G. Fertig bought 50 
cars at that price, and others made sim- 
ilar purchases, ‘I'he matter was brought 
up on ’change by Messrs. L. Christian 
and T. A. Sammis, the former contend- 
ing that he knew of no such occasion. 
Mr. Sammis was, however, confident of 
his position, remembering of selling 
bran at the time as a miller. 


TRANSPORTATION AND FREIGHTS 
Indications are that the southwest 


continues to enjoy low freight rates, es- 
pecially on foreign shipments. 


Ocean rates to Cape Town, Algoa Bay 
and East London are quoted at 20s, to 
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Port Natal, 22s 6d and to Delagoa Bay 
26s 3d. 


Capt. F. B. Rowley, contracting agent 
of the Lehigh Valley Despatch, has been 
elected major of the First regiment of 
the Minnesota National Guard. 


Four officials of the Lehigh Valley 
railroad were in Minneapolis Saturday 
calling on millers and other shippers. 
They were J. A. Middleton, second 
vice-president; T. N. Jarvis, general 
freight agent; Charles S. Lee, general 
passenger agent, and E. J. Henry, west- 
ern freight agent. 


Through rates on flour, all rail, 
prompt shipment from the west, report- 
ed obtainable from Minneapolis in cents 
ee 100 lbs today, wére: London, 29.94; 

iverpool, 31.44; Glasgow, 32.00; Am- 
sterdam, 382.00; Rotterdam, 31 00; Bris- 
tol, 32.00; Leith, 33.00; Copenhagen, 
32.00; Christiania, 32.00; Antwerp, 30.50; 
Hamburg, 32.00; Hull, 37.50; Newcastle, 
35.00; Bremen, 31.00; Dublin, 35.00; Bel- 
fast, 35.00; Dundee, 37.00; Aberdeen, 
nan’ Manchester, 31.00; Southampton, 


The local freight situation is some- 
what mixed. Certain western roads 
were no doubt under pledge to protect 
northwestern shippers in the enjoyment 
of old rates through December, espe- 
cially on export shipments, and the sup- 
position is that they are making good 
such understanding. In fact, it is fre- 
quently claimed that actual contracts are 
in effect at old rates on given quantities 
of flour. However, up to date no tariffs 
are known to have been issued by any 
road covering old rates. 

Traftic officials of eastern roads are 
quoted as saying that when the crucial 
test came in the Chicago meeting as to 
whether rates should be advanced, 
western roads said not a word in oppo- 
sition to the higher rates; that had they 
made any kind of a fight, the advance 
would not have been insisted upon. 
Trunk line officials had been advised of 
the existence of contracts at old rates 
through December, but when the ques- 
tion was propounded in the meeting as 
to whether there were any contracts, 
the representatives of western roads are 
stated to have remained silent. 


During November, Minneapolis mills 
shipped 10,009 carloads of flour and feed, 
against 9,965 in 1902. Of this traffic the 
Wisconsin Central carried 1,300 cars, 
against 1,495 in 1902; the Soo 1,568 cars, 
against 1,318; the Omaha 1,258 cars, 
against 1,807; the Great Northern 1,270 
cars against 402; the Milwaukee 1,056 
cars, against 1,77); the Northern Pacific 
948 cars, against 1,178, the Great Western 
1,316 cars, against 1,033; the Burlington 
& Northern 844 cars, against 413; the 
Minneapolis & St. Louis 310 cars, 
against 548; and the Rock Island 189 
cars against nothing. 





Montreal 


Special Correspondence 


The flour market remains firm with 
prices about the same as those quoted a 
week ago. A fairly good volume of 
business is noted on local account, 
prices being held strong for both spring 
and winter wheat grades. In the former 
the recent advance is maintained for the 
ordinary run of trading, but I am given 
to understand that in thecaseof strictly 
spot cash transactions, holders are not 
realizing the outside figures quoted. 
The export movement continues fairly 
liberal, chiefly to Great Britain but 
very little, if any of it, represents new 
business, and cables Friday from Lon- 
don reported demand dull but that hold- 
ers there refused to make any concession 
on Canadian spring patents which were 
quoted at 25s 6d@27s 3d. 

In winter wheat brands several car 
lots have been placed on track here at 
$3.82'4(@3.85 and $3.90 for 90 per cent pat- 
ents, while 1,000-bag lots of straight 
rollers have sold at $1.85@1.87% laid 
down here. ‘There has been a large busi- 
ness transacted this week through direct 
from the mills in Ontario to buyers in 
Newfoundland and the Maritime Proy- 
inces, some 12,000 to 15,000 bbls having 
been turned over, but I'could not learn 
exactly at what basis all of this busi- 
ness was put through. I know, how- 
ever, that some of it was at the equiva- 
lent of $3.80 here. 

NOTES 

A charter has been granted to the 
West Elgin Milling & Produce Co. of 
West Lorne, Ont., to manufacture and 
deal in flour, meal and cattle feed of all 
kinds, the share capital to be $25,000 di- 
vided into 250 shares of $100 each, the 
directors being Archibald McKillop, 
Matosias McKillop and Daniel McKil- 

op. 

The Canadian commercial agent at 
Sydney, Australia, reports that the ex- 
pectation is for a sixty-million bushel 
yield of wheat in the commonwealth 
and adds that the effects of federation 


with interstate free trade has been in the 
direction of increased Australian pro- 
duction and lessened imports of the 
commoner lines of articles. 


With reference to the remarks of Gen- 
eral Manager McNicoll, which I gave 
iast week, members of the Corn Ex- 
change here say there can be no doubt 
that the law regulating the distribution 
of cars in Manitoba is working to the 
detriment of the country at large, though 
it may serve the interests of a proportion 
of the farmers, who have not to depend 
upon the grain elevators but are suffi- 
ciently near the railway lines to take 
full advantage of the privileges it af- 
fords them. 

The Canadian commercial agent at 
Mélbourne, Australia, reports that all 
along the line there has been expressed 
a desire to increase importations 
from Canada. Preferential trade, he 
says, looms largely in the policy of the 
commonwealth as placed by the new 
premier, Mr. Deakin, before the electors, 
and also that Canada will secure a pref- 
erence seems implied by the speeches. 
He adds that what is wanted to build up 
trade between the dominion and the 
commonwealth is a direct-cargo steamer 
service. 

The Lake of the Woods Milling Co. 
received the following letter from Rust, 
Trowbridge & Co., Trinidad, the other 
day: ‘tWith reference to reports as to 
the bad kee ing qualities of Canadian 
flour, and also in reply to your inquiry, 
we may state that we have been hand- 
ling Canadian flours for the past ten 
be ey during which time we have only 

ad a very small proportion that turned 
sour., The bulk of the flours which we 
have dealt with kept quite as well as the 
usual brands of American flours ship- 
ped to this market, and in many cases 
a great dea! better. Personally we con- 
sider grades such as ‘Harvest Queen’ 
and ‘Five Roses’ and similar brands, 
made by other millers, equal to if not 
superior to, the finest American flours 
which find their way to our market.”’ 


Montreal, Dec. 14. W. A. RITOHIE. 





Acquisition by the Wolf Co. 


The Wolf Co. of Chambersburg, Pa., 
announces that it has absorbed the 
plant and business of Griscom & Mc- 
Feely, millbuilders, Philadelphia, Pa. 
After twenty years of successful busi- 
ness, Mr. Griscom sold his interest to 
Thomas McFeely, which the latter in 
turn sold to the Wolf Co. ‘The Wolf Co. 
intends to move almost all the ma- 
chinery of the Griscom & McFeely 
plant to Chambersburg with the excep- 
tion of that which is used for the cor- 
rugating and redressing of rolls and 
general repair work. ‘I'his will be re- 
tained in Philadelphia for the accom- 
modation of the large number of cus- 
tomers of both concerns in that vicinity. 

The celebrated Oscillator and_ the 
Butler roller machine, which have been 

opular features of the Griscom & Mc- 

‘eely line will still be manufactured. 
As these machines will henceforth be 
made at Chambersburg, all orders for 
repairs should be sent direct to the Wolf 
Co. at that place. 

The Atlantic coast and export office 
of the Wolf Co., formerly located in the 
Pennsylvania building, has been closed 
and the interests of the company will 
be looked after at the new plant by 
Thomas M. McFeely who will have 
| poaeing charge of the sales department. 

ames J. Pollard, formerly in charge of 
the Atlantic coast office, will manage 
the new Philadelphia plant. W. M. 
Nissley will continue as heretofore to 
make his headquarters at the Philadel- 
phia branch of the Wolf Co. 

By acquiring the Griscom & McFeely 
plant, the Wolf Co. has added greatly to 
its resources and facilities for the man- 
ufacture of milling machinery. It is 
the announced intention of the company 
to do everything possible to facilitate 
the extension of business by making 
improvements wherever possible in the 
machinery now manufactured under the 
Wolf patents and those of Griscom & 
McFeely, and to make the general serv- 
ice as nearly perfect as possible. 





Interstate Law Enforcement 


Senator Quarles has introduced a bill 
in Congress to further define the duties 
of the interstate commerce commission. 

It provides that any order made by 
the commission after a hearing and de- 
termination had on any petition, declar- 
ing any existing rates for the transport- 
ation of persons or property to be un- 
justly discriminative or unreasonable, 
and declaring what rates would be 
just, shall become operative and be ob- 
served within thirty days after notice, 

It provides also that in the event of 
neglect to obey any order of the com- 
mission, performance thereof may be 
summarily enforced by writ of tiene. 
tion or other proper process besides a 
penalty of $5,000 for each day of the con- 
tinuance of such violation. 
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Minneapolis Flour Output and Export 
Figures 
The Minneapolis flour output and di- 
rect foreign shipments for 1903, with 
comparisons, are shown below: 
FLOUR OUTPUT 


1908, 1902, 1901, 1900 
bbls. bbls. 


bbls, —_ bbls. 


January.. 1,886,110 1,298,585 1,026,820 1,276,560 
February 1,177,860 — 946,105 1,050,960 1,898,550 
March.... 1,451,900 1,877,680 1,278,850 1,599,610 
April..... 1,204,215 1,801,020 1,868,015 1,847,005 

isscee 905 1,839,490 1,224,500 1,189,570 
June...... 1,226,480 1,047,940 1, 1,110,005 
July...... 1,158,755 1,245, 1,868,060 1,117,405 


August... 1,141.260 
Sept’mb’r 1,180,115 1,446,806 
October... 1,287,025 i 
Nov’mb’r 1,688,520 1,661,075 1,505,025 1,091,2::0 


11 months14,284,145 14,918,480 14,509,720 14,031,7 0 








Decemb’r ..... 1,846,625 1,412,160 1,050,0.5 
Year.... .......-. 16,260,105 15,921,880 15,082,7. 5 
FOREIGN SHIPMENTS 
1903, 1902, 1901, 190, 
bbls. bbls bbls. bb!s. 
January.. 369,405 200,915 235,815 587,45) 
February. 193,610 140,120 353,780 688,05 
March.... 384,955 317, 421,205 554,710 
Pe ee 2, 301,185 005 = 489.60 
SS 219,100 242,015 305,365 345,455 
June...... 198,710 219,890 822,080 291,10 
SAY 00000 122,625 251,065 328,185 260,60 
August.... 174,490 266,180 272,180 397,5..) 
Septemb’r 255,220 383, 247,875 —380,5:5 
October... 292,845 414,645 433,145 267,7'0 
Novemb’r 415,860 869,585 320,160  298,1<() 





| 


1l months 2,828,545 38,106,140 8,677,645 4,852.25 
December ....... 804,265 220,260  3850,2 


bf eee opr 8,410,405 3,897,905 4,702,4-) 
The attached tables show the Minn: - 
apolis flour output and direct foreig 
flour shipments for the crop year bc 
ginning Sept. 1, 1903, compared with th 
three preceding crop years: 
FLOUR OUTPUT 

















1908-4, 1902-3, 1901-2, 1900- 

bls. bbls bbls bbl 

MORE. «306 1,180,115 1,446, 1,276. 1,350,3 

OGG ss <<iecs 1,287,025 1,918,155 1,720,285 1,868,2:) 

DROW nese 1,683,520 1,661,075 1,505,025 1,091,3: 

8 months. 4,100,660 5,015,535 4,502,165 3,804,% 

Dec ...... ..-.00--- 1,846,625 1,412,160 1,050,9: 

1,386,110 1,298,585 1,026,8: 

1,177,860 946,105 1,050,9" 

»451,900 1,877,680 1,278,85: 

1,204,215 1,801,020 1,363,0) 

386,905 1,339,490 1,224,50 

1,226,480 5,047,940 1,2438,8s1 

1,158,755 1,245,025 1,363,05 

1,141.260 1,887,100 1,461,498) 

WOR ices: scvccenes 16,505,645 15,802,270 14,863,390: 
FOREIGN SHIPMENTS 

1902-8, 1901-2, 1900-! 

bbls bbls. bbls 

883,240 247,875 380,51 

414,645 483,145 267,71 

9,585 160 298,14 

1,167,420 1,001,180 946,39 

304, 220,260 350,28 

369, 200,915 235,81 

198,610 140,120 858,7: 

i 317,400 421,26 

202,225 301,185 488,01 

219,100 242,015 805 ,3¢ 

193,710 219,890 322,03 

122,625 251,065 328,15 

174,490 266,180 272,18 





ones 8,331,805 8,160,160 8 978,14 
OUTPUT BY CROP YEARS 
The flour output and direct foreig: 
shipments of Minneapolis mills by cro; 
year, are shown in the attached table: 
Outpt, Exports, *Per 
s. 


Year. bbls. cent 
rrr 16,505,645 8,831,805  20.( 
(a 15,802,270 3,160,160 = 19.! 
MN cai durecanawaes 14,863,395 3,973,140 26. 
MR ckscrancnteccns 15,808, 1 ,847, 81. 
I acissaadcsonses 15,318,415 4,593,140  29.! 
Sess 18,299,180 8,569,225 26.8 
NT wasasseencswasee 18,478,160 38,618,555 26.% 
a 55 pF as sneacusue 12,577,120 4,044,790 32. 
0 RR OAS 9,428,225 2,377,000 25. 
RE cc usekeecasa'ane 9,321,630 2,862,550 25.) 
i RPS RE ee 9,349,615 3,088,692 382. 
NGS ccna tous taaxe 9,500,554 8,668,880 38.' 

Msc cistksacebheaee 7,434,008 2,576,540 384. 
Sarr 6,863,015 2,091,215 380.4 


*Per cent of flour output exported direc 
by mills to foreign countries. 


OUTPUT BY CALENDAR YEARS 

The flour output and direct exports 0 

Minneapolis mills by calendar year 
are shown below: 

Per 


Output, Exports, cent ex 
bbls. bbls porte 
16,260,105 8,410,405 20.8 
15,921,880 3,897,905 21 
15,082,725 5,702,485 87.8 


4,009, 135 28.( 
14,282,595 4,052,585 28.4 
13,635,205 8,942,630 29 
12,874,890 8,717,265 28. 
10,581,635 3,080,985 29.1 
9,400,585 2,370,756 95. 
9,377,685 2,877,275 30. 
9,750,470 8,887,205 84.2 
,877,947 8,088,065 38.! 
988,830 2,107,125 80.1 
,088,865 1,958,815 82.0 
056,680 2,197,540 81.1 
6,574,900 2,650,000 40.83 
. 168, 2,288,500 87.1 
5,221,245 1,834,845 85.1 
6,317,670 1,805,875 88.2 
4,046,220 1,843,105 83.9 





Elk Valley Mill Co., Larimore, N. D., 


Dec. 12: Flour buying continues activ: 
from domestic trade. No foreign busi 
ness. 
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Chicago Department 
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THE NORTHWESTERN MILLER 
608 Royal Insurance Building. 
Chicago, III. 
CHARLES H. CHALLEN, Manager 
Cable address, ““Palmking”’ 
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Not a wheel turned in the Caicage 
mills last week. ‘The production will 
resume its usual amount this week and, 
soon, after Jan. 1, will be considerably 
increased. A week ago the output was 
10,500 bbls; a year ago this week, 31,225 
bbls, and two years ago this week, 24,- 
600 bbls. 

What little gain there may have been 
inthe demand for flour early in the 
week was practically lost at the close 
and the conditions settled downtoa 
repetition of former years at this season 
of the year. Values of flour, especially 
northern spring and hard winter grades, 
are lower by 5@10c, while soft fancy 
winters are firm and none too plentiful. 
The wheat market did not show the 
strength anticipated? by some and, in- 
stead of it holding firm or ruling high- 
er, sagged, which resulted in buyers 
showing a slow desire to buy flour. 

In a local way the jobbers, and es- 
pecially the wholesale grocers, although 
their stocks are small, are looking for 
weak spots in the market and until 
such a time arrives it is a question if 
much exchanging of flour will be done. 
In the language of one leading flour 
man here, ‘At this season of the year 
there are always certain millers who 
want trade and while I do not intend to 
stock up to any extent now, at the same 
time Iintend to await an opportunity 
to purchase choice spring first patents 
at say $3.85@3.90 per bbl, in jute of 140 
ibs. I am confident the future prices of 
wheat, and especially in the northwest, 
willrule high, yet 1am not going to buy 
in round lots at present.’’ ‘These are 
practically the words of other leading 
flour buyers. The millers, however— 
those in the interior and many at the 
principal centers in the northwest—con- 
tinue to advise the trade here that they 
are not sadly in need of orders. This 
information has been conveyed to not 
»Dly the jobber but to the exporter, and 
the situation is rather an odd one, for 
according to good advices the larger 
markets have not been buyers of flour 
30 that the trade, as a rule, must have 
come from the smaller dealers. 

Some low offers are made by south- 
western millers for hard winters and 
especially for January delivery. As 
low as $3.60 per bbl, jute of 140 lbs,isa 
common quotation for flour said to be 
first patent, and northern spring first 
yatents are freely offered at $3.90@4 per 
bbl bulk. 

The city mills are asking today $3.80 
@3.85 per bbl bulk for their first spring 
zrade. Soft winter patents, those of the 
vest quality, are none too plentiful al- 
‘though there is no decided shortage. 
However, the southern Indiana mills 
ocated favorably for doing business 
1ere are not burdening the trade with 
samples and offers. As arule first pat- 
‘nts range from $3.90 to $4 per bbl jute 
of 140 lbs. 


LOCAL AND PERSONAL 


Hiram Norton, manager of the North- 
rm Milling Co., will be married Thurs- 
lay evening, Dec. 31. 

From Kansas City, H. S. Kennedy 
went to Denver, Col., last week and re- 
urned to Chicago Friday. 

L. C. Barnett of the Barnett & Record 
‘o., elevator builders of Minneapolis, 
vas in town the last of the week mak- 
ng an estimate on the building of anew 
clevator to be erected here. 

Dealers report a lighter demand for 
suckwheat flour this season than is 
usual at this time of year. Millers pro- 
ducing such flour have not offered it 
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freely and the values asked have ruled 
firm, ranging from $2.35 to $2.50 per 100 
lbs in grain bags. 


The consignments of flour to Chicago 
are exceedingly small except with one or 
or two of the firms long estblished here. 
Of late the arrivals of such firms have 
— considerably more than for some 

me, 


The city millers are sold ahead of 
their present production from 20 to 30 
days, but shipping directions are ex- 
ceedingly scarce; which has resulted in 
mill stocks of flour becoming somewhat 
congested. 

There was not a barrel of flour made 
in Chicago last week. This is the first 
week in years to show a blank record 
so faras any record compiled in this 
office shows. The shut-down is only 
temporary, however. 


Ernst Meyer, a miller at Oak, Neb., 
who sells more or less flour in Chicago, 
was among local buyers Wednesday and 
Thursday. He reports good milling 
wheat somewhat hard to obtain though 
business generally is fairly satisfactory. 


A. E. Baxter of the A. E. Baxter En- 
gineering & Appraisal Co., Buffalo, N. 
Y., has been in Chicago a couple of 
weeks making an appraisal for the 
drainage commissioners, of certain 
grain elevators along the river, which 
properties are to be condemned in order 
that the river may be widened. 


The committee named by the Board 
of Trade directors to make an investiga- 
tion of the complaints by certain mem- 
bers that southern and northern grades 
of wheat are, at times, mixed to produce 
a desired grade, will deliver tomorrow 
the result of their investigation. Since 
the committee was appointed, its mem- 
bers have devoted a great deal of time 
to the work in hand, practically every 
afternoon being occupied by visits to 
the various elevators. : 

C. H. CHALLEN. 





Milwaukee 


Special Correspondence 


Inasmuch as the advance of the pre- 
ceding week in wheat did not affect the 
price of flour in Milwaukee, neither did 
the weakness displayed and consequent 
drop of 3@4c in wheat futures cause any 
display of uneasiness among the local 
millers, nor did it break the flour mar- 
ket, which closed firm at $4.50@4.60 for 
spring patents in wood. The cash situ- 
ation was strong here during the week, 
and while futures declined sharply, the 
choice northern grades suffered a shad- 
ing of only %c and subsequent steadi- 
ness of December and May caused the 
cash prices to bound upwards to the 
best figures of the week. But while 
flour prices did not recede, the demand 
was light, the confidence of buyers be- 
ing shaken by the fluctuations and 
downward tendency of wheat, and their 
orders were on the hand-to-mouth order, 
a phrase which Beerbohm immortalized 
by frequent use in days gone by. 

The domestic trade was extremely 
light, only one milling firm pretending 


that its business had not fallen off, . 


compared with the business of two and 
three weeks ago, when buyers were 
anxious to take advantage of the low 
freight rates in order to secure their 
supplies for the winter. Bids were gen- 
erally lower than the market quotations 
and millers refused to shade their offers 
even while the wheat market was going 
to the demnition bow-wows. Orders 
were only intended to piece out stocks 
which were too badly depleted to with- 
stand immediate onslaughts, and big 
orders were as unknown as low temper- 
atures in Hades. The foreign business 
was entirely at a standstill, and, asa 
Milwaukee miller expressed himself 
when asked how export trade was: 
‘They are too busy over there thinking 
about their plum puddings and other 
Christmas things to give much atten- 
tion to business.”’ 

The trade in rye flour was fairly ac- 
tive and prices were firmly maintained 
in view of the strength displayed in 
grain. Offerings were not excessive 
either by Milwaukee millers or by the 
outside manufacturers. 

The production by Milwaukee mills 
exhibited a marked falling off last 
week, the total being only 36,480 bbls, 
against 45,600 the preceding week, 24,750 
last year and 47,520 the same week in, 
1901. One of the mills shut down after 
being in uninterrupted operation for 
twelve weeks and three cut their pro- 
duction in half, being satisfied to run 
on half time owing to the irregularity 
with which shipping directions came in. 
Only two of the plants ran on full time 
and their owners said they had so much 
flour sold ahead that they expected to 
keep going at full tilt until the end of 
February. 

One of the unsatisfactory features of 
the week ’s business was the slacken- 
ing up in shipping directions, and 


nearly all the millers complained of 
the irregularity with which they came. 

Choice milling grades were as difficult 
to obtain in the Milwaukee market as 
they were a week ago, and asa result the 
prices were firmly maintained, as mill- 
ers found active competition from ship- 
pers for the best qualities. There was 
no dearth of ordinary northern and poor 
spring and winter wheat grades, and 
these were dull, the ordinary to medium 
qualities selling slowly and the smutty 
and tough not moving at all, even 
where low prices were made to tempt 
lagging purchasers. 

Receipts of all grades showed a fall- 
ing off compared with the preceding 
week, and as a result the accumulations 
were somewhat diminished. Choice 
winter varieties were in fair demand 
owing to the difficulty experienced in 
obtaining adequate supplies of choice 
northern and the hard grades even ad- 
vanced one-half cent at the close over 
the figures obtained the week before. 

A considerable amount of macaroni 
wheat was brought here last week and 
it sold at prices ranging from 62@67c, 
though in only one case did the tran- 
sactions find the light of publicity. 
None of the wheat was purchased by 
Milwaukee people, eastern buyers tak- 
ing everything offered here and giving 
the seller in many instances handsome 
profits, as the fact that macaroni wheat 
is not regularly quoted gives the sellers 
ample leeway in negotiating for busi- 
ness. 

NOTES 


D. J. Murphy, J. B. Scott and T.M. 
Baxter of Chicago were among the visit- 
ors on ’change last week. ‘They con- 
template opening branch offices here. 


Members of the Chamber of Commerce 
are preparing to celebrate the end of 
the old year with appropriate ceremo- 
nies on Dec. 31, and a show of considera- 
ble proportions has been outlined. 


The directors of the Chamber of Com- 
merce have not taken action on the sub- 
ject of permitting private wire houses 
to erect booths on ’change for the ac- 
comodation of their operators. Much 
objection to this departure was discov- 
ered and action was deferred for two 
weeks. 


George Chapin will leave Milwaukee 
for Buffalo tomorrow to take charge of 
the office of Chapin & Co. in that city, 
while Robert Chapin, the Buffalo mana- 
ger, is arranging for his nuptials, and 
Charles Chapin of Minneapolis came 
here on Saturday to succeed his brother 
George in Milwaukee. 


The Milwaukee Chamber of Com- 
merce will be closed Dec. 25 and 26 and 
on Jan. 1 and 2, the recommendation to 
take extended holidays being adopted 
by the members last Tuesday. As a 
result the exchange rooms _ will be 
closed after the end of the business ses- 


sion on Dec. 24 until Dec. 28, and from 
Dec. 31 to Jan. 4. 
A. W. FRIESE. 


Milwaukee, Wis., Dec. 14. 


Buffalo 


Special Correspondence 


Flour buyers continue bearish on the 
situation; still the business is good and 
in some directions is better than last 
week. As a whole, however, it can only 
be called a steady market as to prices. 
Millers here are selling their output 
without difficulty; at the same time 
they would like to do a little more. The 
majority of the millers believe flour and 
wheat are gradually hardening and will 
show steady advances on the rest of the 
crop. Anything bought now will show 
a profit before navigation opens. This, 
at least, was the course of the market 
last year and they think there is nothing 
to prevent a repetition of those favora- 
ble conditions. Besides this, they claim 
the eastern buyer has less on hand and 
has bought ahead less than last year, 
and there is little prospect of him chang- 
ing his mind in that direction as the 

rice of wheatis from 6c to 8c above 

ast year. Receipts by lake continue 

quite liberal but will shut off entirely 
this week. Stocks of northwestern flour 
are more liberal than they were last year, 
one of the largest storehouses in the city 
being packed and many small freight 
sheds encumbered with sacks and bar- 
rels awaiting the convenience of rail- 
roads. At present there are no cars and 
with less prospects of relief until the 
grain elevators have supplied their 
wants. Local flour business is active 
and prices are well maintained. 

Dealers in feed who have been bears 
on the market and have not bought 
enough to aoep their trade supplied, in 
anticipation of a decline, are now in the 
field, looking for feed of any kind and 
are willing to pay the prices asked by 
the few wise men and local millers. The 
demand at present is scattering but so 
urgent that it is easy to advance prices 
on quick shipment, This is especially so 
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in doing sections where milk is bring- 
ing the highest prices ever recorded. 

ominy is in light supply and good 
demand. Cottonseed meal is higher with 
the short crop and good inquiry. Corn- 
meal is rather easier but thetradeis ac- 
tive. Gluten is scarce and firm. 


NOTES 


The estimated supply of flaxseed here 
is 4,000,000 bus of which 2,500,000 are 
afloat and will remain in vessels until 
needed. 


G. D. W. Mandeville of the Duluth 
Imperial Milling Co. has been in Buffa- 
lo several days looking over the flour 
trade situation. 


Stocks of grain in store here this win- 
ter will be larger than ever in the his- 
tory of this grain center. Kvery steel 
house has been taken, mostly for long 
storage. 


Governor Odell has accepted an in- 
vitation to attend the annual dinner of 
the Buffalo Chamber of Commerce Dec. 
19. This will be a particularly brilliant 
and important event. The enlargement 
of the Erie canal will be the topic of the 
evening. 


Receipts of grain and flaxseed at this 
port will be about 140,000,000 bus, against 
124,626,000 last year. There is afloat in 
the harbor today 5,600,000 bus of grain 
and the elevators are filled. Possibly 
500,000 bus more will come here within 
the next week which will clean up the 
season’s business. 


Inasmuch as President Dodge of the 
Buffalo Chamber of Commerce has re- 
fused a renomination for re-election, the 
members of that body are determined 
to have him whether or no. Under his 
administration the Buffalo Chamber of 
Commerce has taken a front rank and 
during the year just closing he has ac- 
complished a great deal. 

The second annual pure food show of 
the Buffalo Retail Grocers’ Association 
will be held in April. Last year’s show 
was a magnificent success, nearly 65,000 
people passing through the admission 
doors and it is expected that double that 
number will be recorded at the close of 
the next exhibition. Spaces run from 
$35 to $300 and the largest have been 
taken by New England and western 
firms. 

E. BANGASSER. 

Buffalo, N. Y., Dec. 14. 


Toledo 


Special Correspondence 


It was utterly impossible to sell any 
large amount of flour from here last 
week. Perhaps the product of one 
day’s run of either of the mills was sold 
to domestic trade. All report that flour 
trade could not be worse. Offers from 
abroad were from Is to 1s 6d too low to 
permit acceptance. 'The mills have been 
running on old orders and they are 
about completed. 

The output last week was 29,400 bbls, 
the same amount as in the previous 
week and compared with 26,400 a year 
ago. 

From the present outlook, the mills 
will get a longer holiday rest than 
usual. 

Millfeed was in active request and the 
product was sold without much effort. 
Prices were slightly higher than in the 
previous week. 

While there was some change in wheat 
prices last week the market was not 
active. Receipts were somewhat larger, 
indicating a little more being marketed, 
and there was less demand from small 
interior mills. Cash wheat ranged with 
a fluctuation of 24%c but closed the week 
2c under the previous weeks’ price. On 
this decilne country offerings are again 
small, but are equal to demand at prices 
ruling here. ‘The weather continues 
very favorable for fall-sown wheat in 
this section. Receipts were -86 cars, 
against 49 the previous week and 108 the 
corresponding week last year. The 
stock in store was 328,000 bus, compared 
with 931,000 a yeur ago, millers’ hold- 
ings not included. 

The corn market has advanced about 
one cent in the last week. The demand 
was fair, both for eastern and export 
shipment. The quality of receipts 
shows a very slight improvement and a 
considerable amount is being kiln dried 
before shipment from here. A very 
large percentage of receipts is grading 
No. 4 and below. 





W. E. BrRIGHAM. 
Toledo, Ohio, Dec. 14. 


The Kansas Wheat Crop 


The appended table, giving the wheat 
ore (spring and winter) of Kansas for 
eight years, is taken from the report of 





Secretary Coburn, of the Kansas de- 
partment of agriculture: 











1330 


Eastern Department 


BRANCH OFFICE OF 
THE NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


A 7 Produce Exchange, 
New York City 
WALTER QUACKENBUSH, Manager 
Cable Address ““Palmking”’ 











Contents of this publication are protected 
by copyright. Republication permitted 
= credit is given the Northwestern 

er. 








NEw YORE, DECEMBER 14, 1903 











There has developed very little new 
in the flour trade situation. With the de- 
clining prices in wheat there was little or 
no inducement for the trade to come in, 
and while on the rally at the close there 
was readiness to pay old prices, any ad- 
vance was considered out of line. 

There is a moderate business doing 
every day, but the buying trade here is 
imbued with the idea that a large part 
of the strength in flour and the high 
prices for wheat is the result of some 
kind of manipulation in near-by deliv- 
eries cf wheat. They look upon the 
Armour position at Chicago, whether 
one merited by facts or not, as a menace 
to the trade and say that this wheat 
may come on the market at any time. 
It must certainly be abnormal, as the 
forward deliveries in the principal 
markets are at a discount. 

They do not seem to comprehend the 
fact that milling wheat is strong,wheth- 
er classed as contract or not, and itis 
the milling position which gives the 
manipulators or the contro] of the near- 
by positions in wheat. The price on 
spring patents is quoted at about $4.70 
(@4.80, some of the less known brands 
ranging below these figures, and some 
of the specials being held at higher 
prices. Clears are steady, showing 
very little change. 

Winter wheat flour is dull and firmly 
held. ‘There is perhaps a little less en- 
ergy in the demand for the lower 
grades. Good extras No.lare quoted 
at $3.50. Offerings are scarce, however, 
not only of low grades, but of all grades. 
Sales are in small lots, but at very 
steady prices. The offerings from the 
mills show little or no change, and 
there is a very small stock of unsold 
winter wheat flour here and a very 
small stock running. 

Kansas flours are rather weaker. ‘The 
increased movement of wheat in the 
southwest has induced more liberal 
offerings by the mills and some mills 
which have not been in the market for 
months have been offering from the 
southwest this week, showing the effect 
of the movement. Prices are quoted 
only about steady at $3.80@3.85 for so- 
called patents in sacks, and buyers are 
not enthusing at those prices. 


NEW YORK GRAIN CONTRACTS 


The principal item of news on the 
Produce Exchange during the week has 
been the action of the grain trade, in re- 
gard to the proposed changesin New 
York grain contracts. The meeting 
Tuesday night was one of the largest 
ever held by the grain trade, as the sub- 
ject was of vast importance and it is of 
wide interest to the flour trade. The 
cuestions confronting the trade have 
been, howto avoid the little monthly 
squeezes which have been the feature 
of the New York market for the last two 
or three years, and how to makea broad 
condition on which it would be safe to 
do business, and yet not be prejudicial 
to a buyer. 

The meeting was called to consider 
two plans; one to deliver all sound and 
good keeping quality grain on con- 
tracts, and the other to deliver grain in 
other markets on contracts. The ques- 
tions were ably debated, and acommit- 
tee was appointed to draw up a plan 
which would incorporate the delivery of 
all sound grain of good keeping quality 
contracts, and to make arrangements 
for the extension of the New York de- 
liveries so as to include Buffalo. 

The proposition to deliver all sound 
grain on contracts is not a new one, as 
there are already four grades: No. 1 
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hard spring, No. 1 northern spring, No. 
2 red winter and No.2 hard winter, the 
latter deliverable on contracts at 2c dis- 
count. The No.3 grades, if sound and 
of good keeping quality, will be deliv- 
erable at discounts under the standard 
contract grades, equal to their difference 
in value, while the grades of choice 
wheat, better than the standard of the 
contract, may be delivered at an even 
price with the contract, or possibly a 
premium permitted equal to the differ- 
ence in value, so that the buyer will in 
no sense be legislated against but will 
get sound milling wheat on his contract. 

It has been suggested that Manitoba 
wheat in bond should be included in the 
plan, but there is some doubt of its full 
acceptances by the committee. The plan 
to deliver grain in Buffalo is the more 
radical feature, but Buffalo, with its 
natural advantages as the lake terminal 
on all grain coming east, and situated 
atthe point of distribution to eastern 
and middle states and to the —_ 
routes for export has natural advan- 
tages, which; even as it is, without the 
privilege of delivering on contract, 
makes this point a more desirable place 
for accumulation and holding grain than 
New York. 

The plan is to have Buffalo elevators 
which will work in harmony with the 
Produce Exchange rules declared ‘'reg- 
ular’ with the inspection under dep- 
uty, subject to the rules of the 
Produce Exchange. These deliveries 
will be made subject to the difference in 
freight and charges between Buffalo 
and New York, so that in this respect 
the buyer will be at no disadvantage. 

The main idea is that the New York 
contracts should represent actual wheat 
values on the actual values of corn and 
oats on the actual merit of the goods, 
rather than the artificial merits, the re- 
sult of manipulation. The expression 
of the trade at the meeting was unani- 
mously in favor of the plan, but some 
western manipulators who want a mar- 
ket that is easily subject to speculative 
manipulation, have already expressed 
the opinion that they will never trade in 
New York, as the market will not be 
subject to manipulation. In this case 
the Produce Exchange may possibly 
say, with a great feeling of confidence, 
that it loves the plans for the enemies 
it has made. 


NOTES 


George Urban, Jr., Buftalo, N. Y., 
spent last Friday in New York City. 

A. Mennel, president of the Isaac 
Harter Milling Co., Toledo, Ohio, was 
on ’change here last Wednesday. 


Sidney Smith has taken charge of the 
New York office of Arthur May & Co. 
i pga the temporary absence of Arthur 
May. 

G. H. Henderson, Buffalo, N. Y., 
eastern representative of Prinz & Rau 
Mfg. Co., spent some time in New York 
City during the week. 

There has been no change in the situa- 
tion of the market for second-hand bar- 
rels and barrel-stock. Prices are very 
strong, and barreled flour continues to 
command unusual premiums_ over 
sacks, 


The Richardson Scale Co. of this city 
has been quite successful in interesting 
millers in its grain scale. ‘his article 
has been used abroad largely for a num- 
ber of years, but only during the last 
year has it pushed the trade to any ex- 
tent in this country. The New York 
City Mills are now figuring on adopting 
this scale. 

It is said that the city authorities have 
already paid to the Hecker-Jones-Jew- 
ell Milling Co. the condemnation price 
for the Hecker Mill, $625,000, but that 
nothing will be done about tearing down 
the mill until the work onthe third Kast 
river bridge is begun. In the meantime 
the milling company will pay rent for 
the mill and continue business there. 
There are various rumors as to what will 
be done after that time. One report is 
that the Staten Island mill will be thor- 
oughly overhauled and enlarged suffi- 
ciently to put it in good running condi- 
tion and enlarge its capacity enough to 
equal the Hecker output. There have 
been further rumors to the effect that the 
Hecker-Jones-Jewell Milling Co. was 
about to erect a 10,000-bbl mill and to 
bring all its plants under one roof. It is 
said that agents for the different mill 
construction companies have been ac- 
tively in evidence for the last two or 
three weeks, and that some announce- 
ment of interest would be made before 
the first of the year. 


J. A. Hinds & Co. say: ‘tNew busi- 
ness in flour has been rather small with 
us this week. We have enough orders 
booked, however, to keep us busy and 
shall continue our run full time for 
some time. ‘The Granite Mill resumed 
operations last Monday after a three 
weeks’ shut-down on account of the 
fire. It is understood that the mill is 
now running regular time and will so 


continue, as it is much behind on its 
orders on account of its long shut- 
down. The Erie canal went out of busi- 
ness on the first of the month. All of 
the wheat for Rochester arrived at Whit- 
ney elevator before the closing. The 
stock of wheat here is as large as the 
capacity of the elevator would allow. 
Complaint is heard from the mills on 
the water power on account of low 
water. Unless there is a change to 
warmer weather, I am afraid the power 
will be cut down very low, which will 
oblige the mills to use steam. Winter 
wheat millers say little wheat is being 
delivered by farmers and price has been 
advanced to 80c with no improvements 
in receipts.” 


STEAMSHIP NEWS 
The New York-Mediterranean fleet of 


.the Anchor Line has been increased by 


the addition of the new vessel Italia 
just launched at Glasgow, which isa 
sister ship of the Perugia and Calabria. 


There is a decided feeling of disap- 
pointment in shipping circles over the 
decision of Secretary of War Root as to 
the pier-line extension on the North 
River front. Underthis decision, if 
long piers are built, it will have to be 
by extending shorewards and not out 
into the river. 


The Maritime Association is making 
elaborate plans for the opening of its 
new Exchange building at Nos. 78 and 
80 Broad street. This building, since it 
was bought by the association has been 
thoroughly overhauled and rebuilt so 
as to make it particularly available for 
the association purposes. The Ex- 
eee: 9 will be opened Jan. 6, and it is 
hoped that President Roosevelt will be 
present, as well as other notables. 


The special committee of the Maritime 
Exchange on the question of American 
ships in foreign trade has made its re- 
port, and this report says that the 
American shipbuilding industry is in 
the most serious state of stagnation. 
Not a new steamship has been con- 
tracted for in American yards for three 
years, and many of the yards are in se- 
rious financial difficulty. The report 
expressed the belief that the great sub- 
sidies offered by other governments 
have had a great deal to do with the 
stagnation, as they permit of ruinously 
low rates. 

A. L. RUSSELL. 





Baltimore 


Special Correspondence. 


Flour was easier toward the close and 
some car-lot buying of both winters and 
springs was the result. The trading, 
while showing an improvement, was 
light and scattered, the little done being 
by way of picking up snaps. Mills with 
an accumulation, which, like the poor, 
are always in evidence, set the pace and 
did the bulk of the business. These 
mills with an accumulation, usually 
small and obscure plants, though num- 
erous withal and holding as it were the 
balance of power, are a potent factor in 
the regulation of values and, therefore, 
a thorn in the flesh to the big manufac- 
turers, foiling them in many of their 
plans and making their existence any- 
thing but a bed of roses. On the other 
hand, they are a perfect godsend to the 
jobber or dealer, being his meat and 
drink and, in fact, his only saviour from 
complete extinction or annihilation. 

Sales to the wholesale trade included, 

er 196 ]bs in wood, spring patent at 

4.55/@4.80, spring straight at $4.30@4.55, 
spring clear at $3.75@3.90, hard winter 
patent at $4.20@4.35, hard winter straight 
at $4.05@4.20, hard winter clear at $3.60@ 
3.75, winter patent at $4.35@4.50, winter 
straight at $3.90@4.15 and winter clear at 
$3.653.90. The extreme figures were 
rarely obtained and then only for flours 
handled under mill brand. Offerings of 
all grades were more plentiful but the 
trading was confined chiefly to winter 
and spring straights at prices within the 
range of quotations. 

City mills report trade quiet in all 
quarters, with a weekly output of only 
about 6,000 bbls, which is a further de- 
crease. Rio extra was dull though nomi- 
nally unchanged at $4.25/@4.40 per 196 lbs 
in woods. 

Clearances of flour were 203,567 bbls; 
receipts, also for shipment principally, 
140,385. 

LOCAL AND PERSONAL 


Baltimore sipped 17,143 bus of rye to 
Belfast last week. i 

The clearances of flour from here last 
week were the largest on record—203,567 
bbls—or equivalent to 916,051 bus of 
wheat, figuring 4% bus to the bbl. 

Among the visitors on ’change last 
week were F. C. Thompson, Toronto, 
Canada; W. G. Ellison, Virginia; 
George D. W. Mandeville, Duluth, Minn. 

George Washington Late, formerly a 
miller and the inventor of a patent ap- 


December 16, 1903 


liance for '‘cleaning wheat rollers in 
our mills,” died Dec. 5 at his home in 
this city, aged 84 years. 


Receipts of new southern corn so far 
this season have been 259,832 bus; last 
year, 296,314. Extreme range of prices 
Saturday, white and yellow, 40@47%(c; 
last year, white, 48)4@55c; yellow, 48% 
@54c. 


It has just come to light that during 
the week some right good-sized sales of 
country spring patent were made in Bal- 
timore and Washington by northwestern 
mills at $4.15 and $4.20 per 196 lbs in jute 
and cotton sacks. 


The personal estate of the late John 
Ubrig, formerly of John C. Rau & Co., 
wholesale grocers and flour dealers, 
whose death was announced in this cor- 
respondence some months ago, has been 
appraised at $332,350. 


Flour exports from Baltimore last 
week were: Belfast, 51,229 bbls; Lon- 
don, 48,692; Dublin, 47,956; Liverpo.l, 
19,331; Rio de Janeiro, 6,500; Newcastie, 
2,143; Leith, 26,080; Cardiff, 714; Kings- 
bog 313; Fortune Island, 74; coastwice, 


L. H. Wieman, local agent of the Pil's- 
bury-Washburn Flour Mills Co., who 
went to Bremerhaven, Germany, in Se»- 
tember to be with his son George wio 
was laid up there with typhoid fever, 
has returned and reports his son con- 
valescent. 


The advance in coffee is improving 
trade ro with South America. 
Two of the clipper ships formerly en- 
gaged in this service are now on the way 
from Rio de Janerio to Baltimore with 
vargoes of coffee, and three more are 
shortly to follow. This in all probabili- 
ty means a resumption of flour ship- 
ments, as flour usually comprises t!:e 
outward cargoes of these vessels. Dur- 
ing the week the barkentine Frances 
sailed for Rio de Janeiro with 6,500 bb's 
of flour, the first to go from here since 


Sept. 23. 
CHARLES H. DORSEY. 
Baltimore, Md., Dec. 14. 





Boston 


Special Correspondence 


A generally firm market for flour pre- 
vailed last week owing to the stronger 
position of wheat, and prices were ail- 
vanced 5(@10c per bbl on most grades of 
spring and winter wheat flours. In a 
few instances, notably Ohio and Indiana 
straights, prices were quoted even hig)i- 
er, but the actual selling range did not 
vary materially from the previous week. 
The receivers here are complaining 
about the quiet demand from retailers 
and as stocks are of moderate propor- 
tions, with daily receipts of fair size, 
there is no reason why the higher range 
of values now quoted by the millers 
should be paid. Mill agents had very 
little to report in the way of sales, and 
no improvement in the demand is ex- 
pected until after the new year opens. 
An occasional carload of some brand 
on which the jobber runs, is purchas¢ 
but beyond that point, even the indu: 
ment of lower values would in all pro)- 
ability have no effect. The trade docs 
not require the flour and simply will not 
purchase. 

The range of spring wheat patenis 
during the week was $4.857@4.95 per b!:', 
in wood, for Minnesota and Dakota 
country brands, with a few ordinary pa'- 
ents quoted down to $4.80. Minneapo!.s 
trade patents were held at $5@5.10 } 
bbl, in wood, but these quotations di: 
not represent sales. About $4.90 per b! 
would cover the top sales made durilz 
the week. 

Kansas spring patents were quoted «t 
$4.35@4.60 per bbl, with few sales. Wiii- 
ter wheat flours were firmly held, with ° 
material advance on some grades. F 
Ohio and Indiana patents $4.60@4.75 |} 
bbl was quoted, with straights $4.40@4 
and clears $3.85@4.50 per bbl. Michig 
patents were held at $4.65@4.75 per b! 
with straights about $4.30@4.50 a 
clears $3.80@4.30. New York paten 5 
were unchanged at $4.40@4.60 per b 
with straights $4.10@4.25 and clears $3 
@4.10 per bbl in wood. 


NOTES 


H. B. Roper, general manager of t 
Leyland Line is visiting this city. 


Visitors on ’change during the wer 
were F, C. Thompson, Toronto; M. !|'. 
Gault, Montreal. 

Capt. Charles A. P. Talbot, Briti 
consul to Boston, died suddenly Frida . 
He was transferred to this port abo! | 
one year ago. He came from one of t/ ° 
oldest English families, being cousin‘? 
the earl of Shrewsbury. Previous to hi: 
coming to Boston, Captain ‘Talbot ws 
consul at Tahiti. He was widely knov !) 
and was held in high esteem. 


Louis W. DE Pass. 
Boston, Mass., Dec. 7. 
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i In the week ended Dec. 12, Indianapo- 
‘3 mills produced 11,500 bbls of flour, 
compared with 12,810 the week before, 
\2,070 a year ago and 11,690 in 1901. 

If there is anything in the law of sup- 
; ly and demand, there certainly should 
he from now on a very strong market in 
winter wheat. From all quarters of the 
winter wheat section, there comes com- 
plaint of lack of wheat receipts never 
known in 20 years. With this lack of 
wheat deliveries, relatively high prices 
for what is received, and the disappear- 
ance of the flour buyer, the winter wheat 
millers’ lot is nota pleasant one. The 
usual dullness which precedes holidays 
in the flour trade has apparently set in, 
and but little in the way of new _ busi- 
ness can be expected this side of Jan. 1. 
\fter that, there wil! certainly be anim- 
proved demand for flour, but this the 
millers will hardly be able to supply 
except at very high figures, unless the 
holder of wheat is willing to change his 
ideas as to values, 

The early and continued winter 
weather for this section has already re- 
sulted in an increased demand for feed 
and as many mills are obliged to curtail 
their output on account of slow wheat 
leliveries, there is every prospect that 
the demand for feed and the prices for 
t are going to be quite strong. 

Flour prices, compared with those of 
a weekago, are unchanged. Indianapo- 
is quotations were as follows: patent, 
‘4.10@4.25; straight, $3.58@3.95, both per 
96 lbs in wood for domestic shipment. 

The stocks of wheat in Indianapolis 

tthe close of the week amounted to 
64,559 bus, a decrease of 27,289, com- 
sared with the week before. 


FROM THE TRADE—INDIANA 


George IT. Evans, Indianapolis: The 
oliday dullness appears to have started 
nearlier this year than usual. The 
igh prices of wheat in the west relative 
» the seaboard markets is contributing 
ery largely to this result. The export 
‘ade is simply out of the market, the 
olidays having started in early, and 
ve presume they will be out until mar- 
ets even up, or until they are compelled 
>buy. The dullness in flour, however, 
;no more marked than the difficulty of 
etting soft winter wheat. Very little is 
ffered from the country, and that is 
eld and taken at figures that are even 
bove ordinary market quotations, so 
hat there is no reason for a miller to 
ive away what soft wheat flour he may 
ave, for it is difficult to see where he 
"ill replace it, unless he buys from the 
t. Louis ‘bull’? leaders. We do not 
now of any miller that can afford to do 
iat. With this condition in the flour 
ade and consequent slacking up of the 
iarket for wheat, for the future we shall 
ot be at all surprised to see a higher 
ange of prices when buying starts in 
gain, as it must do in the next 20 or 30 
ays. The demand for feed is better, at 
omewhat higher prices. With many 
iills shutting down, and continued 
inter weather on hands everywhere, 
rices should advance. The growing 
heat is reported in good condition in 
lis locality, where it has had a fair 
mount of rain all through the season. 


Acme Milling Co., Indianapolis: Dur- 
ng the week we have taken a number of 
rders for domestic and export ship- 
nent, but as a whole the flour trade has 
een slow. Feed also has few friends, 
Ithough we are getting full figures for 
vhat we are selling. Wheat is worth 
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more money before itis grown, and so 
we do not care to enter into any con- 
tracts for flour at present prices too far 
ahead or expect very much lower figures 
for wheat. 


R. P. Moore Milling Co., Princeton: 
It has been almost impossible to do any 
po Gye business for some time, but we 
did succeed in making one or two sales 
this week for the United Kingdom at 
very close prices. Domestic buyers, es- 
pecially in the south, are iat well 
stocked with flour, and seem to feel 
quite sure that they will be able to buy 
at lower prices before their stocks run 
down. In our opinion this depends 
largely on the outcome of the December 
corner in St. Louis. Our growing wheat 
is very backward, owing to the extreme 
dry weather that we have had during the 
last four or six weeks. 


The Goshen Milling Co., Goshen: 
Trade is fairly good, considering the 
time of the year, and we are going full 
time. The weather is cold and bracing 
and millfeed isin very good demand. 
Country roads are fine and our receipts 
of wagon wheat are much better than 
they have been. ‘The growing wheat is 
well covered with snow and it is fair to 
presume that it is all richt as it went in- 
to winter in good condition. 

Loughry Bros., Monticello: Flour 
trade is quiet as usual at this time of 

ear. Dry weather has not been the best 

or wheat. Have a light covering of 
snow now. Corn is being marketed and 
the movement is fair. Quality and con- 


Michigan 
Special Correspondence 


The mills here were operated full time 
all week, but a good deal of the flour 
was the filling of old orders. New 
business was less than the total output 
and trade, on the whole, was not as 
brisk as it was the week before. The 
mills made 11,400 bbls of flour, com- 
pared with 11,400 the week before and 
12,600 for the corresponding week of 
last year. 

A small lot was sold to Glasgow, but 
in other cases there was a difference be- 
tween the millers and the foreigner of 
about 2s. Glasgow was bidding 24s 6d 
at the close. The east apppeared to be 
taking flour only for immediate wants. 
Its purchases were in small and 
broken lots, but there was again a good 
southern trade, largely in clears and 
straights. 

Spring wheat flours have been in 
ood demand this month and dealers 
eel much encouraged. The scarcity of 

winter wheat and difficulty met in fur- 
nishing the flour is working to the ad- 
vantage of the spring kinds and the 
present month promises to be one of the 
best of the year. Rye mills here and at 
other points in the state are doing an 
excellent business. There is some diffi- 
culty in getting supplies of rye, but it 
has not yet hindered production. 
Prices are advanced owing to the higher 
price of rye. 

The difficulty of securing good winter 





Three steam pumps were required to 
keep the steamer Gladstone afloat. She 
sank as a result of her collision with the 
steamer Sacramento, off Bar point, Lake 
Erie, in the night of Noy. 20. Her cargo 
consisted of 108,000 bus of barley and 








KEEPING A STEAMER AFLOAT 


29,100 bus of oats, consigned to Buffalo. 
A large part of the grain was pumped 
overboard by the wreckers; the re- 
mainder was unloaded at the Grand 
Trunk elevator in Detroit, where the 
steamer now is. 








dition not the best. No wheat moving 
and but little in farmers’ hands. 


OHIO 


The Ansted & Burk Co., Springfield: 
We are now approaching the usual holi- 
day period and can not expect business 
to be booming for the next thirty or six- 
ty days. We have enough orders to 
keep going fora while. The receipts of 
wheat are not large, but we have plenty 
id gremng requirements. The amount 
held back is not large in southern Ohio 
and will command fair prices. 

The Williams Bros. Co., Kent: We 
must report a very poor trade both for- 
eign and domestic for flour. While we 
are running full time we are not selling 
as much as we are producing. Receipts 
of wheat are fairly good and quality 
excellent. We look for a dull trade the 
rest of the year, but believe that it is to 
the interest of the flour ourere to place 
orders now as there can be no lower 
prices. 

CHARLES NIOHOLS. 





H. Wehmann & Co., Minneapolis, Dec. 
12: Kirst clearisin good supply, but 
meets with rather neglected inquiry, in 
European markets. Second clear has 
declined considerably in the last two or 
three weeks and we have been able to 
make some good sales. We find an am- 
ple supply of both this grade and red- 

og. There seems to be just enough 
trade in millfeed to absorb the produc- 
tion, and millers seem to have no trou- 
ble in keeping up prices. 


wheat for milling is increasing every 
day and mills at various points 
throughout the state are idle as a conse- 

uence, The mills at Detroit, Grand 

apids, Ann Arbor and other points 
where railroad facilities are good are 
able to keep on running, but the present 
scarcity is felt most seriously by the 
mills in smaller places. It is estimated 
by some careful observers that about 
fifty per cent of Michigan’s milling ca- 
pacity is idle. 


NOTES 


A. G. Walker, a Jackson grain dealer, 
was in this city last week. He eave 
that the Jackson mills are taking all the 
wheat that is offered there, and are not 
getting all they want at that. 


J. C. Verehoeff, who manages the 
Minneapolis end of Milmine, Bodman & 
Co., visited his old friends on ’change 
on Friday. He was on his way back to 
Minneapolis from New York. 


¥F. H. Clark of the Belleville Flouring 
Mills was a visitor here on Friday. He 
says that the mill is receiving a fair 
quantity of white wheat, but there is 
difficulty in securing enough red wheat 
to make the blend that is desired. 


G,. F. Allmendinger, secretary and 
treasurer of the Michigan Milling Co,. 
was a visitor on ’change last week. He 
says that the farmers in the immediate 
neighborhood of Ann Arbor have about 
tifty per cent of their wheat still on 
hand and are not liberal sellers. In 
some other parts of the state they have 
sold seventy-five per cent, 
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The Michigan monthly crop report 
makes the condition of wheat 83, com- 
pared with 88 a yearago. The acreage 
is 82 per cent of an average. The crop 
was mostly put in late and has not 
made the usual progress, so that its 
condition may appear a little worse 
than it actually is. Conditions during 
November were slightly unfavorable. 


Elmer L, Brace, a flour merchant from 
Rochester, N. Y., has been making a 
lot of trouble for the Detroit police. e 
was arrested here a few weeks ago 
through the efforts of his Rochester 
creditors, and he now makes the claim 
that his roll was less by $500 when it 
was handed back to him. The Detroit 
police indignantly deny that the flour - 
dealer was ‘‘touched”’ and his story is 
not believed by the officers in Rochester. 

JOHN BARR. 

Detroit, Mich., Dec. 14. 


San Francisco 


Special Correspondence 


The export flour trade continues to 
fall slightly behind that of last year 
owing to the high prices millers are 
forced to ask as a result of the difticulty 
experienced in obtaining wheat. Dur- 
ing the week ended today there were 
shipped 20,955 bbls, 12,250 of which went 
to China, and 3,600 to Manila on the 
government transport Logan. Full 
shipments since July 1 amount to 487,870 
bbls, a falling off from last season’s 
movement, of 33,900 bbls. On Dec. 1 
there was left in the various mills and 
warehouses of the state a stock of 147,718 
bbls, as compared with 145,004 bbls 
June 1, 1903, and 166,413 bbls Dec. 1, 1902. 
The stock is distributed as follows: in 
San Francisco, 17,136 bbls; in northern 
California, 43,780; in southern Califor- 
nia, 86,803. A large part of this stock, 
chiefly that in the mills at Port Costa 
and Stockton, is already sold for export 
to China and Japan. 

On Dec. 10 the Merchants’ Exchange 
issued its report of the stocks of grain 
left in the state Dec. 1. The report com- 

ared with that of a year ago is as fol- 

OWS: 





1903. 1902, 
oo er 147,718 166,413 
Be ree 5,336,920 6 154.060 
ere 4,471,300 2,947,040 
NE CEE occ ceiivnsdee aac eed 327,800 343, 
iinck hss snserenareesivess 659,908 752,874 
sass ks See etets coweacienaae 89,800 58,740 


The stocks of wheat and flour com- 
bined is the smallest left at any similar 
period since 1880, amounting to but 291,- 
790 tons, whereas ordinarily the carry- 
over at this period amounts to about 
€00,000 tons. 

A detailed report of the wheat and 
flour movement during the six months 
from June 1 to Dec. 1 and an estimate of 
the last wheat crop is given below in 
tons: 

I OI 8s os sc ces cadre ncaa tiasase 
MOTE, WOO ois os oc ccecccedoncsss seve 
Exports, east by rail 
Consumption 







WN apn cccranes tates lessen sh oe selkksens 
Imports, Ore. and Wash. flour.. 26,123 
Imports, Ore. and Wash. wheat 14,784 


Imports, east by rail............ + 15,000 

On hand June June 1, 1908........ 70,095 
————— 199.000 

Crop 

ORISSA RAY Ten AAT TAPE OLS 475,875 

ME ccc csghacse ce hndesaneaus canes biesenes 616,094 

NS a7 wuts Ces ek Vanenaneed shee EN dee cae on 923,830 

NOTES 


The framework of the new Merchants’ 
Exchange building has been completed 
up to the eighth story. On Dec. 14 the 
corner stone will be laid in the presence 
of the officers and members. 


The barley export season is drawing 
to a close, there being left but about six 
vessels to load foreign. Shipments to 
date amount to 146,957 tons, or about 11,- 
000 more than last season. There is left 
in the state a stock of 223,000 tons, about 
150,000 of which will be used for con- 
sumption and exportation. 

There is left disengaged in port but 
one French vessel and that one will 
probably decide to sail for another port 
in ballast, leaving the field entirely in 
the hands of British and German ves- 
sels. Grain freight rates are now about 
lls 6d@12s per ton, but it is likely that 
they will show some improvement with 
no subsidized French ships to depress 
the market. 

The next steamer of the China Coi- 
mercial Steamship Co., the Ching Wo 
will arrive here in about two weeks and 
the freight rate war with the regular 
Oriental lines will recommence. After 
taking cargo here the vessel will go to 
Puget sound where 3,500 tons of wheat 
and flour await her. The rate on fiour 
to China is at present $3 per ton but the 
$1 rate will probably go into force upon 
the Ching Wo’s arrival. 

, WILLIAM H. Houston, 
San Francisco, Cal., Dec. 10. 
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At a largely attended meeting of the 
Montreal Board of Trade which was 
recently held, a motion supporting the 
fiscal policy of the Right Hon. Joseph 
Chamberlain was unanimously en- 
dorsed. 

The motion was as follows: 

'tThat, having followed with great 
interest the action of the Right on. 
Joseph Chamberlain in advocating a 
system of tariff preference within the 
Empire, the Montreal Board of Trade 
now reiterates its belief that the best 
interests of the Empire would be served 
by the adoption of such changes in the 
fiscal policies of the several parts of 
the Empire as would encourage prefer- 
ential trade.’’ 

The resolution was proposed by Rob- 
ert Meighen, president of the Lake of 
the Woods Milling Co. and seconded by 
the Hon. George A. Drummond. The 
secretary read it and Mr. Meighen, be- 
ing called upon to address the meeting, 
responded in the speech herewith 
given. As the speaker is a very promi- 
nent Canadian miller, his remarks on 
the subject of preferential trade will be 
interesting to millers on both sides of 
the Atlantic, as presenting the views of 
the Canadian milling industry, which 
evidently expects to reap a considerable 
benefit should Mr. Chamberlain’s policy 
be adopted by the United Kingdom. 

Mr. Meighen spoke as follows: 

In moving this resolution, the impor- 
tance of which will not be questioned by 
Canadians, I will especially emphasize 
my own faithin the policy of Joseph 
Chamberlain as an Empire-binding 
policy, the adoption of which would re- 
dound to the interests of the Empire at 
large, both sentimental and material. 

On Feb. 20, 1902, at a special meeting 
of the Montreal Board of Trade, a reso- 
lution was passed similar to the one 
now before this meeting, and I may say 
unanimously adopted, and as_ the 
mover, I used the following words in 
speaking in support of the resolution: 

‘Beyond question, during’ recent 
years there has beena great develop- 
ment of sentiment in favor of imperial 
preferential trade, and I do not hesitate 
to say that that sentiment has a far 
stronger hold, not only among the mass- 
es of the people of Great Britain, but 
even among the politicians, than the 
party newspapers or party leaders ad- 
mit.”? 

Time has developed that this state- 
ment was correct. Apparently, the 
masses were prepared for a change in 
the fiscal policy of their country as 
soon as they found a leader. That 
leader has appeared in the person of 
one of Great Britain’s foremost states- 
men. Notonly is hea statesman, but 
a thorough business man. 


IN DEFENSE OF MR. CHAMBERLAIN’S 
POLICY 


The Right Honorable Joseph Cham- 
berlain has taken his political life in 
his hand and stands up defending a 
policy, which, we believe, is decidedly 
in the interest of the Empire and this 
Dominion. I believe that the Hon. Mr. 
Ross, premier of Ontario, was right 
when he said, if Chamberlain’s policy 
had been put into effect twenty years 
ago, the Dominion of Canada at this 
time would contain a population of 
twenty millions. 

AMERICAN PRESS SOUNDS NOTE OF 

ALARM 

If we pay attention to the press of the 
United States, we will realize the im- 
portance that the Americans attach toa 
change in the fiscal policy of Great 
Britain. We notice that the commercial 
papers sound the note of alarm. They 
say, if the relations existing between 
Great Britain and the United States 
were disturbed inthe slightest degree 
over some insignificant boundary line 
in the jungles of Central America or 
the frozen regions of the far northwest, 
the daily papers would bristle with 
threatening headlines, and patriotic 
statesmen would roar lustily in defense 
of the national honor. ‘They maintain 
they should adopt the same policy 
against a deliberate attack advocated 
openly by the most prominent states- 
men in England upon their industries. 
AMERICA ALIVE TO THE CONSEQUENCES 

If the fiscal policy now put before the 
electors of Great Britain by the Right 
Hon. Joseph Chamberlain is success- 
ful, the American knows full well the 
inevitable result, which must follow, of 
diverting in the near future trade from 
the American to the United Kingdom 
and the colonies. 

THE ADVANTAGE OF A PREFERENTIAL 

We must all be aware that the polic 
of Mr. Chamberlain in diverting po 
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MR. CHAMBERLAIN ENDORSED 


Speech of Mr. Meighen, President of the Lake of the Woods Milling Co., before the 
Montreal Board of Trade—An Enthusiastic Approval of Preferential Trade 


gration to this country would not only 
be to the advantage of the manufacturers 
by greatly increasing their market, but 
it would be of immense advantage to 
our farming population. The United 
States produce products similar to our 
own, and their surplus products com- 
pete with ours in the one great consum- 
ing market, that of Great Britain. 
When our farmers then shall have a 
preference over the farmers of the 
States on their grain and food products, 
it is easy to see what a great advantage 
will be theirs. Every farm in the 
Dominion will appreciate in value. 
CANADIANS SHOULD SUPPORT MR. 
CHAMBERLAIN 


As Canadians, we should do all in our 
power to strengthen the hands of the 
statesman whois standing up defend- 
ing that policy, which we believe not 
only to be in the interest of the Empire, 
but also of the colonies. 

In this connection I may say that we 











more than one-half of the wheat-pro- 
ducing belt of the North American con- 
tinent, and if the British statesmen will 
only give Canada preferential trade, the 
Dominion, including England’s im- 
mense heritage in the northwest, will 
blossom like the rose. We should set 
the ball rolling by offering to lower our 
tariff in favor of the mother country. 

From this, gentlemen, you will ob- 
serve that we held those opinions 
strongly seven years ago. Therefore, 
you may rest assured we are sincere in 
the policy that we advocate. Permit 
me to say, while we advocate a prefer- 
ential tariff with the mother country 
and hold these opinions firmly, believ- 
ing they are in the interest of the great 
Empire to which we are all so proud to 
belong, we admit your right, and the 
right of all those who differ from us, 
to hold strong contrary opinions, equal- 
ly and conscientiously, and as sincere- 
ly as we adhere to ours. 

REDUCE COST OF POOR MAN’S LOAF 

Now let it be distinctly understood 
that there will be no dictation from the 
colonies, and there is no Canadian who 
will stand up and advocate the taxing 
of the poor man’s bread. 

We are believers that if Great Britain 
taxes the imports of foreign foodstuffs, 


MR. ROBERT MEIGHEN 


all ought to be pleased to learn that our 
government lately has offered to extend 
preferential trade to the British colo- 
nies in South Africa. This, if recipro- 
cated, will be a decided benefit to this 
Dominion. 

‘'TAXATION OF FOOD’? 


Following the discussion on the fiscal 
issue now before the electors of Great 
Britain, the crucial point put before tle 
people by the opponents of preferential 
trade, and the text from which they 
preach, is ''Taxation of Food.’”’ While 
we admit the ability of the gentlemen 
who take the stand, and the plausible 
arguments they use from their stand- 
point, and while we are aware they are 
very eminent men, and do credit to the 
universities from which they graduated, 
yet there is one university or college 
from which apparently they have not 
graduated, viz., the world’s college. 
Their arguments are based on theory. 
Their theory apparently did not work 
outin practice in April, 1902, when a 
duty or registration tax was imposed 
ps J Britain on the importation of for- 
eign food products. e find the for- 
eignor producer paid that tax, not the 
consumer, 

TARIFF SHOULD FAVOR MOTHER COUNTRY 


On my return from the northwest on 
May 18, 1896, 1 gave an interview to the 
press, in which I saidI felt satisfied 
that the Dominion of Canada possesses 


and admits the colonial foodstuffs in 
free, she will reduce the cost of her poor 
man’s loaf. We are in favor of a policy 
that will free the British Empire from 
being dependent on any foreign nation 
for its food supply. 


PRODUCER WILL PAY THE TAX 


The Union Jack floats over Canada’s 
boundless western prairies that have 
been handed to us, bright and fresh, 
from the hands of their Maker, and 
which are capable of sustaining a pop- 
ulation of fifty millions of people. We 
do not believe that by putting a tax on 
England’s foreign food supply the con- 
sumer there will contribute to that tax 
—we take the ground that itis the pro- 
ducer who will pay the tax. 

MUST TAX WHEAT AND FLOUR 

Now, if Great Britain applies the 
proper medicine and puts two shillings 
per quarter on wheat, and two shillings 
on two hundred and eighty pounds of 
flour, imported from a foreign country, 
she will accomplish the end she and we 
have in view, and the western prairies 
will then blossom like the rose. 

EMPIRE DEPENDENT UPON FOREIGNERS 

It is a lamentable position for the 
center of a great Empire such as ours to 
be dependent upon a foreign country 
for its food supply. Does the great 
mass of the British people understand 
and appreciate the fact that it holds 
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more than one-half of the wheat-pro- 
ducing belt of the North American con- 
tinent Are the B h people aware 
of the fact that forty thdusand farmers 
placed on our western pfairies produce 
annually sixty million bushels of 
wheat, and do they understand that 
Great Britain requires to import yearly 
on an average one hundred and seventy 
million bushels of wheat, or its equiy- 
alent in flour? If they do, then it is not 
much of a mathematical problem for 
them to find out how many more farm- 
ers we would require to be placed on 
our boundless prairies to raise all the 
wheat that Great Britain requires. 


TO DIVERT EMIGRATION 


We ask the British people to adopt 
the policy that will divert emigration 
under the British flag. Puta duty on 
foreign cereals and allow the colonial 
in free, and we will produce more than 
Great Britain will require. Where does 
the tax on the poor man’s loaf come in 
if they receive the products of the col- 
onies as free asthe free air that God 
has given them? 


FREE TRADE ARGUMENT ABSURD 


In discussing the fiscal question in 
England some of the speakers have as- 
serted that the difference in the price of 
wheat now and the price that obtained 
before the repeal of the corn laws is due 
to free trade. No statement could be 
more absurd. Fifty years ago the price 
of wheat was seventy shillings a quar- 
ter compared with, say, an average of 
twenty-six to twenty-eight shillings 
now~—but fifty years ago the prairies 
were hardly a dream as a wheat-pro- 
ducing belt, and the large proportion 
of the wheat consumed in Great Britain 
was grown upon small farms which 
were paying high rents. It is the enor- 
mous area of the present wheat fields, 
modern agricultural machinery, wide 
and cheap lands, and low freights that 
have caused the decline in price, and 
not free trade by any means. 


SUPPLY AND DEMAND REGULATE VALUE 


Supply and demand regulate the mar- 
ket value of any commodity in any 
market of the world. Take the Ameri- 
ean nation to the south of us. Thei) 
surplus products are worth no more to 
them than the fertilizer in the barnyar:i 
unless they find a market for them. 
The market of Great Britain is the 
great consuming market for the surplus 
foodstuffs of the worll. 


UNITED STATES WILL PAY THE TAX 


The United States will continue to 
ship a large portion of their surplus 
products to her, hers being the largesi 
consuming market, and they are mei 
with a tax for the privilege of selling in 
that market. They, the producers, be 
yond question have to pay that tax, anc 
the large revenue derived in that wa; 
will enable Great Britain to reduce th« 
other taxes now paid by the poor man 


COLONIES TO SUPPLY ALL OF BRITAIN’ 
BREADSTUFFS 


When Britain is receiving all th 
products she requires from her colonies 
and we make bold to say that will b 
the case ina very short time, indeed 
she, the mother country, would soo: 
receive, if she gave us the preferenc« 
more than she requires. Then the for 
eigner forcing his goods on the Britis 
market would contribute towards he 
revenue. Where does the tax come in’ 
By what process of reasoning can it b 
made out that you are taxing the poo 
man’s bread? 


THE GERMAN TARIFF 


You are aware, gentlemen, when w: 
gave the mother country prefentia 
trade, we received a slap in the fac 
from Germany, and that, so far, is th 
only return we “have received. A 
though our tariff against that countr 
was not one-half so great as that of th 
United States, yet the Germans hav 
imposed almost a prohibitory tari 
against Canada. We find that the c: 
reals that we export to that country a! 
met with something like double th 
tax the American has to pay, and ou 
government for several years has bee 
moving, so to speak, heaven and eart 
to have that tax reduced equal to tl 
American. Wewere unable to accon 
plish this. If the German consum¢ 
paid that tax it is plain our energies i 
striving to have the discriminatio 
against us removed were useless. Th 
fact of the matter is the Canadian pr< 
ducer paid that tax—not the Germa 
consumer, 


CANADA’S RETALIATORY MEASURE 


We in Canada have risen to the occ 
sion—we have retaliated by increasin 
our tariff against German imports Pb: 
what is called surtax. Upon the good 
that are made only in Germany, an‘ 
which we continue to import, we ma 
or may not (itis a disputed point) cor 
tribute part of the surtax, but itis ce! 
tain that meee goods made in German: 
and elsewhere, the German produce” 
has either to pay the whole of the su! 
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tax or lose our market. Even the Ger- 
mans themselves have admitted this, 
and have said, we will continue to hold 
the Canadian market for our goods and 
pay the extra duty imposed. Thus the 
producer pays the tax, not the con- 
sumer. 
AN ILLUSTRATION 


I will illustrate this by the following 
specific instance. A United States 
firm ships to a German port on board a 
certain vessel, fifty thousand bushels 
of grain, and a Canadian house also 
ships fifty thousand bushels of grain, 
consigned to a commission house at a 
German port. The goods are sold and 
each shipment commands the same 
price in the German market. Account 
sales are rendered to the United States 
house, deducting the German tariff of 
five cents a bushel. Account sales are 
rendered to the Canadian house, deduct- 
ing the German tariff against Canada 
of ten cents a bushel. Thus the Cana- 
cian receives five cents a bushel less for 
his grain than the American. Does the 
consumer P73 or the producer? Evi- 
dently and beyond question the pro- 
cueér, 

ACTION OF MILLERS’ FEDERATION 


Now, permit me to draw your atten- 
tion for a moment to the proceedings of 
ihe convention of the Millers’ National 
ederation of the United States, or at 
ieast to a very important resolution that 
was carried at its convention. That 
convention was held at Detroit in June 
ast and was composed of three hundred 
ond sixty representative business men, 
who most strongly and especially fa- 
vored the fullest possible measure of 
reciprocity with Canada. 


WHY RECIPROCITY IS WANTED 


Why should this Millers’ National 
ederation, representing a manufactur- 
ing industry embracing upwards of 
‘en thousand separate establishments, 
ond having a combined annual produc- 
tion of five hundred million dollars, 
and involving a labor expenditure of 
twenty million dollars—why should 
this powerful organization have es- 
pecially desired reciprocity with our 
Dominion. It was because, and too 
great consideration can not be given to 
the fact, because according to their own 
resolution, the enormous and steadily- 
increasing surplus of Canadian-grown 
wheat thrown upon the markets of Great 
Britain depreciates the price of their 
flour abroad, and enables the British 
miller to undersell their American com- 
petitor and lowers the selling price of 
the entire wheat crop of the United 
States. 

One of the most influential speakers 
at the convention declared that the 
reason why Canada had been specially 
mentioned in the resolution was the 
idea of holding off any possible agree- 
ment that might be made between Great 
Britain and her North American col- 
ony. He declared that if such an agree- 
ment were made, whereby Canadian ex- 
orters were benefited, it would prove 
o be asad blow tothe export interest 
f the United States. 

In a lecture recently delivered before 
he Furniture Association of America, 
at New York, upon reciprocity with 
Canada, Mr. Foss declared that Canada 
is only separated from us by a tariff 
arrier. e said the British colonial 
secretary, discerning with the keen eye 
f the business man the inevitable re- 
sult which must follow politically, 
there the ties of commerce bind 
‘losest, had started the world with a 
revolutionary plan designed in part to 
juell United States agitation and hold 
he colonies to the mother country by 
he bonds of trade. 


CANADIAN COMPETITION FELT BY 
AMERICA 


Is not allthis worthy of great con- 
sideration. It is shown for one thing 
hat the increased exports of Canadian 
vheat have already Jowered the price of 
1e United States breadstuffs in the 
inglish market, that is to say, the 
grower of wheat and the manufacturer 
tiour have had to accept a lower 
rice because of our Canadian competi- 
on, 

CONSUMER DID NOT PAY THE TAX 


The people of the United Kingdom 
ere aware that when they imposed a 
ity, which they baptized by the name 
of “registration dues,’’ about that time 
i@ price of flour appreciated some- 
1ing like one shilling per sack of 
wo hundred and eighty pounds in their 
‘arkets, yet they must bear in mind, at 
1e same time the raw material ad- 
inced in the world’s market more than 
1e price of flour appreciated in their 
‘arket. Therefore, the consumer did 
ot contribute on account of the duty 
uposed. 

Lately, that registration tax, or duty, 
vas removed, and we find that the price 
o! flour has depreciated in their market 
something like two shillings and six- 
pence per sack, the market price of 
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wheat in the world being on a higher 
basis. The imposing of a duty in 
April, 1902, and the removal of the duty 
in July last, cut no figure whatever in 
the price of flour inthe United King- 
dom. The changes in the market value 
were caused by supply and demand and 
the governing price of the raw material 
at the place of production. 


EMIGRATION WILL BE DIVERTED 


By smpenns a tax on all foreign 
breadstuffs and food products, emigra- 
tion from the British Isles and foreign 
countries will inevitably be diverted 
from the United States to your own flag 
in the North American continent. Can- 
ada will then produce more than you 
require, and the foreigner will still con- 
tinue to send to you his surplus prod- 
ucts, paying the duty imposed by you 
for the privilege of selling in io mar- 
ket, and the British Empire will at once 
be placed in the position of being self- 
sustaining, so far as its food a, is 
concerned. The people of Great Britain 
are at present believers that it is the 
United States of America on whom 
they depend for the bread they eat. 
This is an unenviable position—a posi- 
tion between hope questioned and ab- 
solute despair. This position they are 
placed in by their free trade policy, 
whereas a contrary policy would divert 
emigration under their own flag and 
free them from dependence upon a for- 
eign nation for their food supply. 


AMERICAN FARMER WILL PROTEST 


Once they place a customs duty on 
United States foodstuffs, the Washing- 
ton government will hear music from 
their western prairies disagreeably dif- 
ferent from what they ever heard before. 
The United States farmer would realize 
the fact that England, being the great 
consumer of his surplus products, had 
imposed a tax against them on account 
of the high protective tariff raised by 
their own country against England. 
The American farmer, realizing that 
they had to pay the tax imposed on 
their goods entering the British market, 
and the English consumer also realiz- 
ing that he had not to contribute to- 
wards that tax, will agitate for a higher 
tariff. The American farmer would de- 
mand from the Washington government 
a reduction in the tariff against Great 
Britain, their best customer, and as the 
agricultural population of the United 
States is considerably more than one- 
half of the entire population, the Wash- 
ington government would at once say, 
‘tDon’t shoot and I’1l come down.”’ 

The British people need not be afraid 
of the United States. ‘They have, and 
will use, all legitimate means that God 
and map has put at their disposal, to 
sidetrack the Dominion of Canada and 
the British empire commercially. 


STRONG BELIEVERS IN CHANGE OF POLIOY 


In conclusion, let me say that we are 
strong believers in the policy enunciat- 
ed by the Right Hon. Joseph Chamber- 
lain. We believe him to be the bright- 
est jewel in the political crown of your 
great Empire, and we also Know that 
that jewel was set, cut and fashioned by 
his own hand. 

It is the duty of Britons to rise to the 
occasion and defend themselves against 
their aggressive United States neighbor 
by adopting a policy which would im- 
pel their surplus population to dwell 
under the British flag in Canada. 


BRITAIN’s DEFENSES ARE WEAK 


Commerce is war, it is commercial 
war. Britain has the same right to de- 
fend her island against commercial war 
as she had to defend her subjects in 
South Africa. In the one case she had 
both guns to defend and guns to capture 
the fortresses in Africa. Commercially, 
she is without any ammunition at pres- 
ent. She might as well attempt to cap- 
ture a fortress without guns, or to de- 
fend the same without them, as to deal 
with a foreign nation under present 
conditions. - She has nothing to offer, 
or, let us say, to shoot with. 


MUST DEFEND THE EMPIRE 


Our preference we have given her 
freely. We have to do more than that. 
We should contribute our fair share to- 
wards the defense of the empire. We 
have already done something in that 
way, for you must needs remember on 
that eventful day when it was alleged 
by the enemies of our flag that the 
destinies of the British Empire hung 
trembling in the balance, our boys 
stood shoulder to shoulder with the im- 
perial forces on the far-off hills and 
sands of Africa—yes, and if history is 
correct, our soldiers sood in front of the 
battle and cemented the ties that bind 
us to the mother country with their 
blood. 

Our policy is to maintain the Empire. 
Shall we have an Empire, or do you pre- 
fer an island? 

The address was frequently punctuat- 
ed by applause and remarks of approv- 
al, and closed amid a spontaneous out- 
burst of cheers. 


Argentina 
Special Correspondence 


The returns collected to date by the 
minister of agriculture tend to prove 
that the private returns anent the areas 
under wheat and flaxseed which have 
already been communicated to you, are 
very fairly correct. Day by day the news 
continues tu come in from all parts as 
to the splendid condition in which both 
these crops are in. Never have we had 
such splendid prospects at this time of 
year. Rain has fallen whenever it was 
required. The winter was cold—which 
prevented premature development—late 
frosts have fallen on two occasions but 
being accompanied by severe wind 
storms did no damage worth mention- 
ing. Locusts are in various parts of the 
country, but they have done no damage, 
nor can they now to the wheat and flax- 
seed. Corn, however, may suffer from the 
young hoppers. 

Given, therefore, the perfect climatic 
conditions under which the wheat crop 
has grown, there is every prospect for a 
bumper crop, both as regards quality 
and quantity. 

So far but few transactions have been 
recorded in new season’s wheat; buyers 
are offering $57 paper per ton, on wagon. 
Port of Rosario sellers, however, refuse 
to accept these prices, as millers are 
now paying up to $70 per ton for wheat. 
They are taking up all the good wheat 
which remains from last year’s harvest 
and as there is now but little of this left, 
prices have risen considerably. 

The flaxseed harvest has begun in 
one or two colonies, but will not be in 
full swing until another fortnight. It 
is somewhat early this year. 


NOTES 


There is every probabkility that one of 
our leading millers will be elected vice- 
president of the republic for the next 
period. He is Bernard Ituraspe, owner 
of a large mill at San Francisco in the 
Province of Cordoba. He was the last 
governor of the province of Santa Fé 
and made the best governor that prov- 
ince ever had. If he is elected, it will 
be quite a change for Argentina, I may 
safely say for South America in general, 
to havs a gentleman for vice-president 
who is*neither a doctor of law nor a gen- 
eral, but just a plain go-ahead miller. 


There has been much complaint from 
shippers regarding the great difficulty 
met with in obtaining cars, but the fault 
has not been altogether with the rail- 
roads, as there has been great delay at 
all the ports, especially at Buenos Aires 
where at times there have been up to 
five thousand cars besieging the city, 
awaiting discharge. 


OFFICIAL STATISTICS 


The returns of the national statistical 
department for 1902 have been published 
and they Fada the exports of flour and 
wheat as follows, in tons: 

1898.... 37,921 1,008,187 1898..... 31.988 645,161 
1894.... 40,758 1,608,249 1899..... 59,464 1,718,429 
1895.... 55,985 1,018,269 1900..... 51,208 1,929,676 
1896.... 51,782 528,001 1901..... 71,742 904,289 
1897.... 41,448 101,215 1902..... 89,040 644,908 

The destination of flour exports for 
the five years, 1898-1902, have been 253,- 
381 tons, as follows: 


VS.) ee GOED TOOIT 5 occ ecccesce 1,280 
Germany....... 711 Holland........ 181 
Belgium ........ 700 Paraguay....... 8,429 
BOWUVIB: «2 osc > a RA 
ER csc udenesoe 228,588 Portugal........ 78 
CE os tw 'nainernecas 445 U’t’d Kingdom 10,854 
Sa 1,580 Urugay......... 2,617 
United States.. 92 Various......... 411 
'raNnCe........+. 827 


The exports of other agricultural 
products for the five years 1898-1903 have 
been as follows, in tons: 


Wheat........ 6,875,463 Flaxseed..... 1,279,639 
Canary seed.. 8,196 Maize......... 4,851,746 
OREB.ccccccoce §©6 ED BERR... cece 402,446 
BOFIOF .cccccce 12,827 Pollards...... 50,902 


This season’s exports have been as 
follows, in tons: 
Same period 









Wheat— Tons. To date. last year. 
United Kingdom... 289 =. 211,717 69,571 
ee ae 2,809 710,955 200.470 
Continent........... 0 439,599 219,382 
DRI cid vote octaves 10,018 139.629 103,774 
BOOMER AIFICE 2020000 seccce . x 
Piccccctsades scnies oT) as 

oo Re ee 18,686 1,646,709 599,797 

Maize— 

United Kingdom... 10,269 220,227 291,663 
OOPROTE cnccscccscacee 87,901 865,942 890,547 
Continent........... 566,300 —— 


110,180 67,290 








Australia... 19,338 27,974 
nihesvanaesee’ 1,782,987 1,128,642 
Linseed— 
United Kingdom... 196 82,608 70,805 
Orders “s 158,120 100,595 
Continent... - 088 157,525 
TEESOG ORNS ncicss secene § — Bavenns 18,275 
rT ei ea a 7,484 641,816 842,200 





The shipments of flaxseed from Ar- 
gentina last week were 400,000 bus, 
against 48,000 in 1902. 
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Hungary 
Special Correspondence 


At the time of my last report the liq- 
uidation of the October options in our 
wheat market was not yet complete but 
it was already clear that none of the im- 
portant results that were expected either 
one way or the other would happen, and 
it has indeed come to naught in the end. 

The bears had to make strong efforts 
to provide the nevessary wheat and in 
this they succeeded, although at a very 
heavy cost, and the bulls have come out 
of the struggle without any profit to 
themselves. It was a barren victory, if 
a victory at all. 

The only tangible result that might 
be mentioned has been the carrying 
over of some October contracts to April 
ateasy premiums. On the other hand, 
these manipulations in the option mar- 
ket have tended to keep up the price of 
spot wheat, and even after the close of 
last month, prices were maintained 
nearly all along at about the highest 
level touched this season, and this 
though arrivals of wheat were relatively 
pretty large, considering the advanced 
time of the year. 

The mills too have accordingly been 
obliged to hold out for their own prices 
but this has had the effect of scaring off 
a good many buyers and business in 
flour was very dull for some time, until 
the mills began to offer for delivery 
during the first months of next year at 
the same prices as for prompt, when the 
trade became a little more animated 
and has remained so since. 

* * 

The mills have for some months now 
been working fulltime and according 
to the last reports, they are still keep- 
ing it up. Stocks of flour have in- 
creased in consequence, but not very 
much and the situation is rather more 
favorable than is usual under the cir- 
cumstances, because the stocks are not 
very large in the highest and lowest 
grades, viz., No.0 and No.land No. 6 
and No. 7, respectively, and it is just 
the stocks of these grades which used 
to bear the most heavily on the market. 

The export trade has been very dull 
and even at relatively low prices little 
could be done. 

Trade in feeding fiour this season has 
all along been exceptionally brisk at 
fairly good prices, although only very 
little could be sold abroad. There have 
been practically no stocks for some time 
of feeding flour and it is about the same 
in coarse bran. Infine bran some of 
the mills hold rather heavy stocks, but 
prices have been easily maintained all 
this month and the demand has in fact 
slightly improved. 

¥* ¥ 

Quotations are now as follows per 
quintal of 100 kilograms: option wheat 
per April, $3.08; option rye, per April, 
$2.68; option maize per May, $2.08. 

Transactions in spot wheat are report- 
ed today, per quintal of 100 kilograms: 
Theiss, $3.25@3.10; Pesth Country, $3.20; 
Banat, $3.10; Bacska, $3.10; eissen- 
burg, $3.20. 

Average quotations of wheat flour are 
today, per quintal of 100 kilograms: 
No. AB, $5.20; No. 0, $5; No. 1, $4.85; No. 
2, $4.65; No. 3, $4.50; No. 4, $4.35; No. 5, 
$4.15; No. 6, $3.85; No. 7, $3.60; No. 7%, 
$3.25; No. 8, $2.25; bran, fine, $1.45; 
coarse, $1.50. : 

Rye flour is quoted today: No. 0, 4.40; 
No. 1, $4.15; No. 2, $3.60; No. 3, $2.80. 

During the month of September the 
shipments of wheat flour via Fiume 
have been as follows: 

Quantities reduced to barrels of 196 
lbs English. 





1908. 1902. 
DUSSTIO BOTIE ce coccsovenscseces 25,165 34,879 
SU acechecdiddsccceseesstsavevase 11,288 17,420 
ncn desucnaunanaban seesman 6 2.549 
ME, 0 i knuuanacccacsssaneastacs tance 7 
Holland 1,641 10,854 
Germany 7,415 1,125 
Scandinavia...... 170 2,759 
United Kingdom. 86,429 44,783 
Ma ctasseccakauns we 77 191 
DTS 3 ncneces snnbaeewenes'® 992 1,004 
ME sua h as Asee cha acs -ededecaeane 8,484 10,475 
QEROP DOPGB ss os ccecccssnccceccces 








Ml. cc nsancacasaseneesannacen 93,028 126,620 
Against preceding month..... 106,454 76,002 

The weather has continued favorable 
for the new sowncrops. Heavy rains 
have lately fallen and made great havoc 
among the mice, of which the farmers 
had already began to complain, so that 
the agricultural prospects are now sat- 
isfactory. ‘The maize crop too has 
turned out better than had been expected. 

CHRISTOPHER NISBET. 
Budapest, Nov. 26, 1903. 





Bradstreet’s reports the exports of 
wheat and flour from the United States 
and Canada last week at 4,607,000 bus, 
against:4,202,000 in the previous week, 
and 3,761,000 last year. Exports from 
July 1 apprcn nates 81,287,000 bus, 
against 118,964,000 in 1902. 
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It is difficult to characterize the mar- 
ket this week, because opposite cur- 
rents seem to be fighting for mastery. 
To begin with, wheat is decidedly 
firmer, which is rather remarkable in 
view of the enormous arrivals in this 
port. At the same time, flour is occa- 
sionally weaker and prices must be writ- 
ten down this week in more than one 
section of the flour market, and notably 
in the American. 

rhs retail flour trade is better, as was 
to be expected from the brisker appear- 
ance of bakers’ shops. ‘I'he last week 
has been seasonably cold, and bakers, 
especially in the east end of London, 
where people live largely on bread, are 
no longer complaining of stale bread 
as they did only a fortnight or so ago, 
when the streets were slimy and the 
general atmosphere suggestive of a 
cow-house. 


BAKERS NOT BUYING MUCH FLOUR 


It must be admitted, however, that 
this improvement in the sale of bread 
has not brought any considerable 
quickening inthe retail trade of flour. 
Those who go among bakers say that 
while they are ready enough to take in 
flour they had bought, perhaps weeks 
ago, they are still chary about entering 
into fresh contracts. ‘'his is no doubt 
true to a great extent. Factors and 
others who have direct dealings with 
bakers, were quite aware that very con- 
siderable forward contracts were en- 
tered into some time ago, in some cases 
as far back as August, and some bakers 
had taken in very little of the flour 
they had bought. 

VEGETABLES ARE DEAR 


Potatoes, which in the poorer districts 
in London are great competitors of 
bread, are beth dear and out of condi- 
tion. Green-grocers in this city. say 
that they can hardly use English pota- 
toes atall. In some parts of England 
where the potato crop has been abun- 
dant, the proportion unfit for human food 
is placed as high as 40 per cent. Put- 
ting aside potatoes, all vegetables are 
more or less dear, while meat is still 
high priced. Bacon, which is much 
used by the working class part of the 
commubity, is distinctly dear. All 
this is much in the baker’s favor, but it 
is to be feared that, under existing con- 
ditions, it will be the London miller 
and not the foreign flour factor who 
will profit by the readier sale of bread. 


AMERICAN FLOUR CHEAPER 


American fiour is, on the whole, cheap- 
er on the week. To begin with, top 
spring wheat patents are quite three- 
pence lower as compared with Wednes- 
day last. Today no importer of flour 
of this description could have got more 
than 26s 9d ex-store, and that, be it 
noted, is the quotation for leading Min- 
neapolis and Duluth brands. ‘There are 
cases in which favorite marks have 
been sold for even less than this figure, 
but those are exceptions. The value of 
other northwestern patents, flour which 
in many cases is perhaps quite ona 
level with the favorite brands above 
quoted, is from ninepence to one shill- 
ing below the values given above. 

It may be said thatall through the 
week top spring wheat patents have 
been fluctuating with a tendency to 
weaken. For one thing, a certain ir- 
regularity has been noted in c.i.f. 
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prices, and some importers are of 
opinion that a disposition exists in 
certain quarters on the other side to 
make concessions such as were ob- 
tained, though only for a brief spell, 
about three weeks ago. ‘Today, how- 
ever, the tone of cables was distinctly 
firmer. There is not much change dis- 
cernible in forward prices, but it must 
be admitted that importers are more 
and more ready to give concessions to 
buyers who will go into December- 
January-February contracts. 

The nominal level for leading top 
patents for January-February delivery, 
is 25s 9d ex-ship, 26s 3d ex-store. There 
is, however, a tendency among some 
sellers to shade these prices, though 
one can not very well see how it is to 
be done if the c.i.f. quotations one 
hears on Mark Lane are at all accurate. 


CLEARS NOT MOVING BRISKLY 


Clears are not moving briskly, at 
which some importers express surprise, 
because undoubtedly country millers 
are as much in need of this kind of 
flour as ever. The probability is that it 
is a question of price. Today, about 
20s 9d(@21s ex-ship, was about the price 
of ordinary Minnesota firsts, but it is 
certain that these can not be replaced at 
current c.i.f. values. 


KANSAS FLOUR EASIER 


Kansas flouris rather easier to buy, 
though no essential change in values 
can be recorded. Onthe whole, how- 
ever, good patents, milled from hard 
winter wheat, are quite 3d cheaper ex- 
store as compared with last week. 
Though it is difticult to speak absolute- 
ly on such a point, there is reason to 
believe that Kansas mills have the _— 
week through shown a more yielding 
attitude. There are rumors in some 
quarters of 23s net c.i.f. having been 
accepted for ‘tgood’”’ patents of un- 
doubted reputation. 


LONDON MILLERS’ PRICES UNCHANGED 


There is no change in the prices asked 
by London millers, but fresh business 
with millers as with factors, remains 
sluggish. In view of the rather harder 
condition of the wheat market millers 
are not generally willing to make con- 
cessions off current rates. The firm- 
ness of wheat, in spite of our enormous 
arrivals, is quite a feature of this 
market. 

During the last few weeks receipts of 
foreign wheat inthe Thames have ex- 
ceeded 100,000 qrs a week. Hereis one 
more proof, if any were needed, of the 
free manner in which foreign wheat is 
being used by country millers, who, in 
normal times would be drawing heavily 
on English wheat. Though it can not 
be said that deliveries of the new Man- 
itoba and Duluth wheats show marked 
improvement, yet prices are firmer. 
Today No. 1 northern Duluth is held at 
5ls 9d ex-ship, an advance of fully six- 
pence on the week. London millers say 
that No. 2 northern Manitoba at about 
3ls 3d ex-ship, is the best value in this 
class of wheat. 

English country fiour is unchanged, 
and there is no prospect of prices soft- 
ening in this direction as long as Eng- 
lish wheat remains at today’s level. 

Hungarians are a dull trade and val- 
ues remain at last week’s level, namely, 
28s 3d@29s ex-store for leading Buda- 
pest brands. 

RECEIPTS OF FOREIGN FLOUR 

The following table shows entries of 
foreign flour into London during the 
last two weeks, with the respective 
countries of origin: 

Nov. 27. Nov. 20. 
United States (Atlantic pn). *17,870 






SL cc ccccneeuscansscas oeeb>a> 4,365 
ig RR Aaa comerenncar. i 8,578 
DN is vactcubioouerenvadecucs 105 
DE cicnciGheasdsshnties esas 180 i. we 
Germany .. 150 
Hungary... 5,378 
Holland... 150 

cca cabeeendewnndannnde 31,591 





*Sacks of 280 lbs. 


Average weekly London receipts for 
four weeks ended: 


Nov. 27. Oct.30. Oct. 2. 
Foreign wheat... ....*102,022 74,158 75,402 
British wheat........ 47 1,120 1,453 
Foreign flour........ 145,728 64,834 63,023 


Foreign and British 

OTE pascncccasceeece 167,042 87,276 84,067 
ney (480 lbs) +tQrs. (504 Ibs.) {Sacks (280 
8. 


MONEY MARKET, DEC. 1 


Stringency has prevailed the last 
week owing to the heavy calls upon the 
market for money in connection with 
the usual end of the month require- 
ments. The market was so depleted of 
supplies that it had to borrow some 
large sums from the Bank of England, 
but today the tone is easier, the turn of 
the month ering brought some relief 
to the market. he rate for day-to-day 
loans fell away but loans for longer 
periods were in active demand and re- 
mained unchanged in price. Discount 
rates were a shade weaker and a more 
animated business in bills is reported. 








The demand for gold for America con- 
tinues active and the price of the metal 
has again advanced to 78s per ounce. 
This high price prohibits bids from 
other quarters so New York is likely to 
absorb all the available’ supplies. 
Specie amounting to £27,000 is reported 
to have left Australia for London. Sil- 
ver has dropped to 27d for spot and 25 
13-16d for forward delivery but the mar- 
ket is firm at the lower level. 

The unsettled relations between Rus- 
sia and Japan andthe many disquiet- 
ing rumors that have been rife this 
week have hada depressing effect on 
the stock markets and consols have had 
avery weak tendency. There was an 
improvement, however, today, owing to 
more reassuring news from the East 
and immediately consols advanced and 
the whole tendency of _ gilt-edged 
stocks became firmer. In other depart- 
Lary ser as wella much better tone pre- 
vailed. 


Quotations: 
Today. Last week. 

Bank of England......... 
Consols for money....... 8834 8834 
Consols for account..... 89 1-16 88 13-16 
Bankers’ deposit rate.... 2% 2% 
Discount houses’ deposit 

PESO = CRE os scccs secs rece 2% 2% 

a 2% 2% 
Discount rates— 

ee ee ee 2%@38% 84@4 

Short time loans....... 8%@4 84%4@3% 

Bank bills, 2 months... 4 4@4 1-16 

Bank bills, 8 months... 3%@4 8 15-16@4 

Bank bills, 4 months 4 8 15-16@4 


. 8 15-16@ 
Bank bills, 6 months. .374@8 15-16 874@8 15-16 
TRIS I cows cosnnswass 4%4@4 44@4% 
Argentine gold premium 127.27% 127.27% 





GLASGOW, NOV. 30 


Wheat and flour are steady in price 
but the demand is of the poorest de- 
scription. ‘The latter is rather more 
pressed for sale. Glasgow flour millers 
did not alter their price which was 25s 
6d. There is at the moment generally a 
quiet demand for French flour, although 
here and there some bakers have been 
buying in anticipation of the Christmas 
and New Yeartrade. ‘The price varies 
from 23s 6d to 28s, according to quality. 

Corn shows no change and only a 
trifling business was done at lls 7%d 

er 280 lbs. Round is pressed for sale 
atl0s 10%d. Feeding beans and oats 
are slow of sale and prices nominally 
unaltered. Barley is steady; oatmeal 
quiet; and bran easier at 8ls 1d per 
ton. 

The Edinburg and Leith flour mer- 
chants quote first quality of flour at 29s 
6d per sack of 280 lbs; second quality at 
27s 6d; and third quality at 25s 6d, and 
third quality at 25s 6d. Neither the 
Edinburg Oatmeal Association nor 
the Midlothian Oatmeal Association 
changed the prices of oatmeal this 
week, which were as follows: best 36s 
and extra 38s per sack of 280 lbs. 

Foreign grain has experienced a 
steady sale in the east of Scotland, and 
owing to the stronger American cables, 
prices are 6d higher on the week. Malt- 
ing and milling barley are steady. 

New oats at Dumfries, which market 
gives a fair index of the state of the 
south of Scotland trade, are priced at 
2s 5d@2s 7d per bu, while old are quot- 
ed at 38s@3s ld. Oatmeal, 35@36s; 
wheat, per 63 lbs, 3s 6d@4s; barley, per 
56 lbs to 58 lbs, 3s 6d @4s. 

The following were the approximate 
importations at Glasgow during the 
last week of the foreign traffics named, 
with the figures forthe year to date, 
and same information for last year: 





Last week. 1908. 1902. 
Wheat, ars..... 14,260 468,880 464,540 
Barley, qrs..... 8,940 216,650 203,880 
Maize, ars. . 19,070 712,570 499,640 
Oats, ars... . 1,670 171,860 130,500 
Flour, sacks... 70,770 1,629,170 1,472,480 
Oatmeal, sacks 500 65,490 85,140 


TRADE NOTES 


The volume of trade during the week 
at Leith was quiet. The total imports 
of wheat were 5,008 tons; oats; oats, 
844 tons; other grain, 3,880 tons; and 
flour, 451 tons. 


1 see that the Dundee Advertiser says 
itis now a fact that a sack of Minne- 
apolis flour costs the London baker no 
more than it costs the baker in the city 
where it is ground. 


The management of the Glasgow 
Regent Flour Mills, which, as already 
stated in the Northwestern Miller, were 
taken over by the co-operators from 
Messrs. John Ure & Son, is to be placed 
in the hands of W. F. Stewart, the 
manager of the Chancelot and Junction 
mills of Leith, also the property of the 
Co-operative Society. 


The co-operative movement increases 
its hold in Scotland. Their bakeries 
are a complete success and now that 
they are large millers as well they oc- 
cupy a strong position indeed. William 
Maxwell J. P., the president, address- 
ing delegates from all parts of Scot- 
land assembled in Edinburg Satur- 
day, said that despite the depression 
which had hung over many of their 
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industries during the last few months, 
their business was going on increasing, 
If they had felt the effect of the dul] 
trade at allit had been only in those 
departments which might be classed as 
luxuries. To do a total business of 
£1,592,263 in thirteen weeks, or an aver- 
age of £122,481 a week or £20,413 a day 
spoke well for co-operation and the 
loyalty of the retail societies. 

Grain crops in Scotland have now 
been secured, but, generally speaking, 
in very inferior order. Straw in abun- 
dant but the grainfrom it has’so much 
deteriorated in value that samples al- 
ready placed in the market have, as 
one farmer remarked, brought scarcely 
half a sovereign a quarter. In some 
cases the farmers are inclined, rather 
than sell at such a low rate, to use their 
grain for feeding purposes, and thereby 
obviate the heavy expenses of artificial 
feedingstuffs. 





LIVERPOOL, DEC. 1 


The wheat market has ruled firm but 
inactive. Options being unsettled first 
by the nervousness of December 
‘tshorts”? and later by liquidations of 
‘tlongs’”’ fluctuated 14d per 100 Ibs 
though only %d lower on the week, 
while distant months have appreciated 
4@ *4a. 

The flour market remains in a condi- 
tion of suspended animation unin- 
fluenced by speculation, and thus of- 
fers few features for comment. The con- 
sumptive demand is confined to tie 
barest necessities of the moment and 
buyers as arule are proof against the 
most persuasive eloquence of sellers 
anxious to push trade, who, however, 
at the same time are unable to concede 
anything in price tu promote the de- 
sired end. On the contrary they are 
compelled to hold out for late extreme 
quotations owing to the fact that they 
find it impossible to replace on the 
same basis. ‘The natural consequence 
is to create an impasse between cou- 
sumer and importer which tends to con- 
tract operations to the smallest possible 
dimensions. 

Though the imports during the month 
have been far from excessive, the rc- 
stricted trading has led to an increase 
in stocks during November of 11,206 
sacks of 280 lbs, the total being 53,577 
sacks, against 70,517 at the same date 
last year. 

Home millers have not met with more 
success than their foreign competitors 
in affecting sales and for no less cogent 
reasons are similarly prevented from 
making any reduction in limits, not 
withstanding they find it difficult to 
avoid running into stock, working 
full time. : 

American millers have not shown any 
disposition to entertain offers for ship- 
ment below recent quotations and in 
consequence very little business has 
resulted in winters and still less in 
springs, which latter are relatively 
much too dear for profitable importa 
tion. 

Low-grade flours continue to be dea!! 
in on the same limited lines that has 
characterized the trade in this article 
for the last twelve months. Prices for 
shipment are so high forthis class of 
flour that it is only imported to meet 
absolute trade requirements and maii- 
ly from the Continent, which offers sti!! 
at about spot values, which are only 
maintained through scarcity of resel! 
ers; American being relatively deare: 
has few friends. 

Hungarian flour is a dull sale on spot 
and arrivals, in excess of possible a 
liveries on old contracts, are not whol! 
absorbed by ex-quay sales as shown b 
the addition of from 1,600 to 1,700 sack 
to stocks. For shipment there is no 
temptation in limits to add to existin« 
engagements. 

French flour recently arrived has 
gone freely into consumption withou 
adding to stocks and the advance 
sixpence to one shilling asked for shi} 
ment checks further business. 





HOLLAND, NOV. 30 


This market is in about the sam 
state it was last week and business co! 
tinues rather quiet, there being |! 
marked tendency towards an improv: 
ment. On the contrary, buyers ai 
looking for lower offers. 

The standard brands of clear flour 
are firmly held at 10%fi to 104fl, but 
these grades are offered and soi: 
through exporters’ agents at 97%flc.i.!., 
which of course spoils business alt 
gether. Belgium is aseller ata ver 
acceptable price to buyers and a fui: 
quantity was sold this week at 9%fic.i.’. 

Though some sales are reported i! 
choice low grade at 7«fl, the price < 
red-dog remains quite out of line an 
the Hungarian article is taken instea« 
at 64%fl c.i.f. 

» Inland flour is firmly held at 10!', 
home delivered, and as there is n° 
stock and little under way rom abroa‘ 
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home millers expect higher values as 
soon as the canals are frozen over. 

American millers quote spring wheat 
first patent at 12%fl; spring wheat sec- 
ond patent at 12%fl; spring wheat first 
clear at 10f1; spring wheat choice low 
grade at 74fl;and red-dog at 6% to 6%4fl. 

The official statistics of imports into 
Holland of flour, wheat and corn dur- 
ing October, are as follows, intons of 
1,000 kilos: 

The official statistics of imports into 
Holland of fiour, wheat, and corn 
during September are as follows, in 
tons of 1,000 kilos: 





Flour— Oct., 1908. Oct., 1902. 
eee O ee opGk b6ce veces Jude esse 4,801 0, 
Po ere eer 5,300 4,120 
Ci ec ee 
oo are 528 185 
PRE ha ches esakss.cesnnenss 1,125 1,190 
WRU caig onc c4et yess ssaspees acne sane 
Other countries......cccccece 1,419 2,701 

DR ead) dave ter ereesaeecevs 18,176 18,234 

Wheat— 

Sn sataveseccsoneasavev eae 11,890 42,725 
7,604 5,533 
1,886 
45,465 
97,596 
761 
198, 
2,983 
10 
4,504 
8,807 
4,281 
2,358 
815 
28, 





FROM THE TRADE 


Walkers, Winser & Hamm, London, 
Dec. 2: Trade on the spot is quiet at 
unchanged values. The arrivals are 
imple for current needs, and as buyers’ 
ideas are bearish as regards the future, 
there is little forward business passing 
even atthe reduced prices now asked 
y most mills. 

Kruger, Darsie & Co., Liverpool, Dec. 
1: The American markets have ad- 
vanced steadily during the week, but 
the response here is small; indeed, 
wheat for December delivery is %d a 
cental down on the week, while March 
delivery is %d acental up, and wheat 
for March delivery, which was the 
most depressed, is a penny a_ cental 
better on the week. In spite of the 
strong American markets we do not ex- 
perience any improved demand for 
flour. The market is certainly quite 
steady, but the demand is not what it 
should be. The rise in American wheat 
prices has led to an advance in flour 
prices and most mills have raised their 
limits by ninepence to one shilling a 
sack, thus making further c.i.f. busi- 
ness at the moment quite impossible; 
inasmuch as so far no advance what- 
ever is obtainable here. Home mills 
make no change in prices and Ameri- 
can flour hasa hard struggle to com- 
pete here. 

Dunlop Brothers, Glasgow, Nov. 25: 
Although American advices have been 
firmer during the week, and shipping 
prices rather dearer than otherwise, 
‘rade here has been depressed by the 
continuance of forced sales of flour 
from quay. Arrivals are excessive of 
wheat and flour, liberal of Indian corn, 
light of other articles. 


R. Hunter Craig & Co., Ltd., Glasgow, 
Nov. 26: Trade continues very quiet. 
{he imports of flour the tast week 
i\mounted to 74,319 sacks. 


Altona Bros., Rotterdam, Dec. 1 
With the exception of wheat, all articles 
ire quiet owing to the absence of de- 
nand and the only transactions are for 
mall parcels to cover the merest wants. 
Wheat has met with a better inquiry 
ind sales are mentioned from southern 
Russia, while something alsois being 
sought from the United States. The 
lour market is as dull as ever and 
ransactions during the week under re- 
sorts are not worth mentioning. Prices 
iave not changed materially butit is 
umored that some sales in American 
pring wheat clears have been made at 
omewhat lower figures. 


KINGSLAND SMITH. 





Failure of the English Potato Crop 


The following is taken from an October 
ssue of the Yorkshire Post, Leeds, 
“ngland: 

To tind a parallel for the serious 
utbreak of disease among the potato 
rop we must go back tothe black years 
377-1879, or even to the years of 1872-73, 
yhen the Regent potato from which 
iany growers had made their fortunes, 
itterly failed. Never during the last 
wenty-five years has disease been so 
eneral among all classes of the crops 
ior so universal in its geographical dis- 
ribution, and many farmers in south- 
‘ast Yorkshire and Lincolnshire are 
‘hreatened with financial losses only 
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equaled in the years referred to. Some 
idea of the ravages of the disease may 
be gathered from the fact that a moder- 
ate calculation, based on a careful in- 
vestigation of the two great potato dis- 
tricts of Yorkshire and Lincolnshire, is 
that at least a third of the total crop is 
irretrievably ruined. Many merchants 

ut their estimates at one-half hopeless- 
y bad and fully a third of the remain- 
der affected. 

The disease appeared in the first in- 
stance early in August, andis described 
by many Ee as affecting the potato 
haulm as if it were struck by a blight. 
The tiny white specks which first ap- 
peared spoke ominously for the future 
of the crop, but no one at that time an- 
ticipated so serious or widespread a re- 
sult. The continuous rains, however, 
have helped the disease to spread from 
the tops to the eyes of the tubers, where 
it quickly develops. The longer the po- 
tatoes remained in the ground the more 
the disease extended. Some hope was 
cherished at first that the disease might 
be found to be only partial, but as soon 
as‘ lifting’’ operations were commenced 
it was found to be universal. 

Crops planted on high sand lands 
have fared best; the plight of the farm- 
ers on the yitetts ag strong warp lands 
is oe indeed. Many have only been 
able to make ends meet by reason of the 
earnings of the potatoes balancing the 
losses on corn. Nothing but ruin stares 
these unfortunate men in the face. 

The better the quality, the more sus- 
ceptible to disease would appear to be 
the lesson of the epidemic. The coarser 
kidney potatoes have made a muth bet- 
ter fight, and those farmers who have 
sown the secondary sorts—the long and 
oval potatoes generally utilized for 
annel wae 1 have good cause to be 
thankful; they will undoubtedly reap a 
golden harvest. 

In the failure of the British crop, re- 
course will again be had to France and 
Germany. Already several growers and 
dealers in a large way are in Madgeburg 
buying up large quantities of the Saxon 
products, and important shipments of 
Silesian potatoes are teing arranged for 
from Stettin, while the splendid crops 
reported in Belgium and the Lille dis- 
trict of France will be drawn upon to 
supply the English market. In view of 
the possibility of drawing large foreign 
supplies and the uncertainty which pre- 
vails of an apparently good crop being 
deliverable in anything like condition, 
the ——_ market is practically para- 
lyzed. Roughly speaking, what few lots 
have been sold have brought from 15s to 
£1 ($3.65 to $4.86) a ton above the normal 
level of last year’s prices. 


THE WORLD’S WHEAT 
By J. W. RUSH, LONDON, ENG. 


The wheat market has remained firm 
without being at all active. The chief 
feature perhaps is the increase in the 
offers of new La Plata wheat for Jan- 
uary-February shipment at rather lower 
prices, as low as 28s 3d per 480 lbs hay- 
ing been accepted for 63-lb Rosario- 
Santa Fe wheat, shipment in January- 
February. ‘This of course is the cheap- 
est wheat now offering and attracts 
most attention. It compares with 29s 
per 480 lbs which is asked for No. 2 
hard winter (Kansas); 30s per 492 asked 
for No. 2 Calcutta; and 29s per 492 lbs 
for white Kurrachee. 

In spite of this prospective abundance 
in Argentina, the trade is disposed to 
view the future of the wheat market 
with a certain amount of confidence, 
for two reasons. First, itis beginning 
to be more generally believed that the 
American position this season is a 
‘tbullish’”? one, and that the last crop 
was far smaller than most of the un- 
official estimates hitherto have indi- 
cated. The small stocks at Chicago 
and Duluth, and the relatively high 
price of cash wheat in the spring 
wheat markets are pointed to as evi- 
dence of this; and the small primary 
receipts and small exports during the 
last four months certainly require much 
explanation if the crop is anything like 
so large as it was last year. 

But perhaps an equally important 
point is the immense consumption of 
foreign wheat in England this season, 
which is proved by the stock returns 
for Dec. 1. During the last eight weeks 
we have imported no less than 3,754,500 
qrs wheat, and 1,297,600 qrs flour, thus 
making a total of 5,052,100 qrs or at the 
rate of 631,500 qrs a week. Under or- 
dinary circumstances and in an ordin- 
ary season this supply would have 
been at least 130,000 qrs a week too 
much; in other words, our stocks would 
have increased in these eight weeks 
1,000,000 qrs. But the extraordinary 
character of the season in this respect 
is proved by the fact that the stock re- 
turns from the ten principal ports show 
an aggregate for Dec. 1 of only 1,425,000 
qrs, as compared with 1,125,000 qrs Oct. 





-burdened. 


1, and allowing for some increase in 
flour stocks, especially at Glasgow, 
the total stocks of wheat and flour in 
first hands in all the ports are only 2,- 
250,000 qrs as compared with 2,000,000 qrs 
amonth ago; and 1,850,000 qrs Oct. 1. 

When I say that some of the authori- 
ties here have had the hardihood to es- 
timate port stocks Dec. 1 at less than 
3,315,000 qrs, you will understand how 
great is the difference between the an- 
ticipation and the reality. It is, of 
course, probable that second-hand 
stocks have increased tosome extent 
but certainly millers have had no in- 
ducement of late to lay in stock, and 
there are no signs of their being over- 
The truth is that the con- 
iy of foreign wheat this year is, 
as I] have already frequently suggested, 
exceeding by far all expectations. 

The latest about the Argentine crop is 
that the weather is very favorable and 
that the minister of ‘agriculture has 
ventured to estimate the surplus at 
2,766,000 tons or 12,600,000 qrs of 480 lbs. 
In no other country does an official ven- 
ture to make estimates of this kind, 
and to say thetruth his similar esti- 
mates have been generally very wide 
of the mark. However, his present es- 
timate agrees with most of the com- 
mercial estimates from reliable sources. 
In the last year the surplus has amount- 
ed to 8,000,000 qrs. 

The official estimate of the Russian 
winter wheat crop has just been re- 
ceived; itis 24,970,000 qrs, against 27,- 
445,000 qrs last year, and 22,958,000 in 
1901. The ryecrop is returned as 103,- 
770,000 qrs, against 105,500,000 qrs last 
year, and 86,800,000 in 1901. 

The European visible supply Dec. 1 
compares with last month and the two 
previous years as follows, in quarters, 
hundreds omitted: 


EUROPEAN VISIBLE SUPPLY 
Dec.1, Nov.1, Dec.1, Dec. 1, 
Afloat— 19038. 1003. 1902. 1901. 
United Kingdom... 1,665 1,875 2,180 2,530 





Continent........... 1,215 1,575 1,450 1,440 
Stocks— 

A a eee 2,250 2,000 2,000 2,500 

200 250 225 300 

50 65 65 3850 

.-. 800 230 275 150 

75 60 155 380 

Russian ports...... 2,400 2,600 2,250 1,850 

WOU nc oscecctakcus 8,155 8,650 8,630 9,000 


Only once in recent years has the 
European visible supply been smaller 
than it is now and that was in 1898 when 
the total was 7,000,000 qrs; in some 
previous years it has been as high as 
13,000,000 qrs. 





The Erie Canal 


As to the competitive effect of the en- 
larged Erie canal, H. B. Herbert of the 
New York Canal Association, writes: 

‘tIn considering the size of the canal, 
the question of competitive traffic con- 
ditions was the ruling guide. Canadian, 
as well as those of the American rail- 
road system, were careftilly weighed; 
the cost of moving a ton of freight per 
mile was the essential factor in deter- 
mining the sizeof thecanal. Upon care- 
ful study of the cost of the plant and ex- 
penses of running, it was found that a 
1,000-ton barge was the most economical 
basis. A barge of that size would move 
a ton of freight a mile for 52-100 of a 
mill, and that rate would meet any com- 
petition in sight. The present railroad 
tonnage approximated 3,000 tons per 
train. A fleet of 1,000-ton barges would 
aggregate 3,900 tons, and it might be 
possible, under improved motor condi- 
tions,to move 4,900 tons in a fleet of boats. 
However, 8-10 of a cent per bushel on 
wheat is a rate which no line can equal, 
from the lower lake front to the sea- 
board. The New York canal boat has 
the advantage over the Canadian vessel 
in so far as it enjoys a west-bound busi- 
ness that is always abundant and profit- 
able. It goes without wy bee | that the 
east-bound freight is not the most profit- 
able. The railroads make their money 
out of the west-bound traffic. It is the 
package freight that pays. This busi- 
ness neither the Canadian railroad nor 
water route has to any extent with 
American ports and it takes away a 
source of profit that has much to do with 
the earning power of the route. ‘The 1,- 
000-ton barge plant is a business man’s 
proposition, and that means its suc- 
cess. 





The Buckwheat Crop 


The buckwheat crop for 1903, based on 
the government report for November, 
compared with other years, is shown 
below: 


Bus. Acres. 
Mo ons'sdce paid aint anmieled eee *14,230,000 805,000 
SO eae as con Pd caakdacievane 14,580,000 805,000 
eG alae nak oan aaa 15,126,000 811,000 
MET. calla dasasias’cnaadbenes 9,557, 638,000 
MCA At. cnagheassuany cinacees ea 11,094,000 670,000 
DN ios bias Gach ees oR eke eanawe 11,722,000 678,000 


*Buckwheat millers contend that the goy- 
ernment estimate of the crop is excessive. 
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Southern Australia 


Special Correspondence 


Weather conditions have been such as 
to make for a record yield of wheat in 
Australia. It would be difficult to im- 
agine two seasons more dissimilar than 
those of 1902 and 1903. Though the long- 
continued drouth partially broke up in 
the earlier year, such was not the case 
with regard to the commonwealth asa 
whole; indeed, the last dry year was the 
worst experienced since the country 
was in so much worse condition _.to 
stand the affliction. ‘ 

The return to good seasons—for we 
may hope that we are only at the be- 
ginning ofa run of better years—was 
not ushered in gradually. Last year’s 
poverty, as far as production was con- 
cerned, when Australia, instead of be- 
ing an exporter of breadstuffs became 
a large importer, has been followed by 
a year of lavish plenty—at least that is 
the prospect as we stand on the verge of 
the opening of the season. Fate may 
yet be unkind, but unless something 
extraordinary occurs, the present sea- 
son will be in most striking contrast to 
that which marked the culmination of 
the dry cycle. In support of the ex- 
pressed and generally entertained hope 
that we are on the eve of better times, 
it is interesting to note that an old print 
discloses the fact that in 1844 it was re- 
marked that floods might be expected 
according to a rain-cycle theory to 
which the dusky natives of the coun- 
try pinned their belief. On this hypoth- 
esis the present should be the begin: 
niug of a series of wet years. 

One lesson seems inseparable from 
the unfortunate experience of the last 
seven or eight years, and is that dry 
seasons inevitably recur in these lands, 
and, therefore, it is a counsel of wis- 
dom to prepare beforehand for them. 

In previous letters I have stated that 
the rainfall this season has been in ex- 
cess of immediately preceding years. 
October is not regarded as a wet period. 
What is wanted is good ripening weath- 
erto bring the wheat to maturity, and 
an absence of either damp, thundery con- 
ditions which would be likely to cause 
the spread of the dreaded ‘red rust,’’ or 
of hot winds calculated to shrivel the 
ear. 

On the whole, it may be said that con- 
ditions have been favorable both in 
Victoria and South Australia. There 
has been a little rain, but nothing to do 
any damage, and the weather so far 
from having been unseasonably hot, 
has been rather cooler than some farm- 
ers would have desired, thus retarding 
harvesting operations. 

Of course many contingencies may 
= occur to blight present prospects, 

ut apart from the risks which are in- 
separable from wheat growing in all 
seasons, the appearance of red rust is 
the only thing which is giving rise to 
any apprehension. It can not be de- 
nied that rust has made its appearance, 
especially in South Australia, but it is 
equally impossible to say to what ex- 
tent to prove a menace to the crops. 

As a whole, weather conditions have 
not been of sucha nature as is sup- 
posed to be favorable to the develop- 
ment of this plant disease, and there 
are many who maintain that rust was 
not heard of till after the grain had 
formed in the ear and, therefore, too 
late to do much damage. The accounts 
which come to hand are quite as posi- 
tive that there is no need to fear as are 
those of the opposite nature, and on 
balance it seems safe to say that not a 
large percentage of the wheat will be 
lost on this account, whatever may 
happen to the sample. Some who have 
had an opportunity of going into the 
matter, calculate that not more than 
five per cent of the crop will be serious- 
ly damaged. 

PROBABLE YIELD OF WHEAT 


It is alittle early to state definitely 
what the yield will amount to. Inthe 
early districts of South Australia reap- 
ing has started, and with the continu- 
ance of present fine warm weather it 
will become more generalevery day. 
By the time this letter can be published 
quite a good percentage of the crops 
will have been gathered, though a lot 
of wheat will remain to be reaped, es- 
pecially in Victoria. In that state an 
official estimate of the probable yield 
has been ventured upon replies to in- 
quiries sent out to farmers. 

This calculation agrees with those 
formed by private parties and points to 
about 26,000,000 bus being secured. This 
would constitute a record. The average 
works out at a little over 12 bus to 
the acre, but the use of artificial man- 
ures has not been much resorted to in 


Victoria. 


In South Australia there is a growing 
feeling that not less than 14,000,000 bus 
may be looked for, while it is within 
the bounds of possibility that the total 
may be nearer 20,000,000. 
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}It therefore looks as if the two 
states, which so far have upheld the 
reputation of Australian as an exporter 
of breadstuffs, will crop about 40,000,000 
bus of wheat, which, needless to say, 
would be a record. 

In this state the average is not ex- 


pected to go more than 10 bus to the 


acre if it reach that figure. 

For the first time for many years a 
moderately good return will be ob- 
tained from the far north, which is be- 
yond the recognized line of rainfall. 
On this basis the two states will be able 
to spare over 30,000,000 bus for export 
oversea. 

An important factor must not be lost 
sight of in connection with this sea- 
son’s Australian wheat harvest. This 
is that New South Wales, which of 
recent years has been overtaking home 
consumption and taking her place as 
an exporter, has not reaped a large crop 
at the same time as have other states. 

This season there is a prospect that 
all over Australia there will be bumper 
yields, and as those states which are 
not yet self-supporting will thereby be 
rendered more nearly so, a much larger 
surplus will have to be marketed out- 
side the commonwealth. 


EXPORTING TO BE RESUMED 


One thing certain is that instead of 
being a large purchaser of American 
and other foreign brands of flour and 
wheat Australia will this season resume 
her contest for foreign markets. The 
last Java steamer from here took small 
quantities of South Australian flour, 
notwithstanding the disparity in the 
price, and this is a trade which millers 
are expecting to recover. The Far East 
also will receive attention as well as 
South Africa. 


BRITISH PREFERENTIAL TRADE 


It isa little difficult to say at what 
level new flour will open, but it is cer- 
tain to be under £9. Mention of this 
matter naturally suggests reference to 
the question of British preferential 
trade which is receiving a good deal of 
attention here as elsewhere. Opinion is 
divided, but both the president of the 
council of Australian chambers of com- 
merce and the president of the Adelaide 
Chamber of Commerce, who are both 
Adelaide merchants, are strongly op- 
posed to the idea of Australia entering 
into any such arrangement as it is held 
that the welfare of these states depends 
upon a large and unrestricted market for 
their natural products. 

The prime minister of the common- 
wealth, who last evening opened the 
political campaign for the government, 
declared that specific proposals from 
Mr. Chamberlain will receive most 
hearty, cordial and generous considera- 
tion at the hands of the commonwealth. 
We could, he declared, afford to look 
with a liberal eye on concessions asked 
and to make reductions or increase 
duties as the case might require. 

The prime minister thinks it Aus- 
tralia’s misfortune that instead of hav- 
ing a protectionist tariff which would 
permit of reductions being made on 
British goods, we have one which does 
not permit of such a thing. 

Opinions will differ on this utterance 
as well as on the question at issue, but 
so far no more definite progress has 
been made with the matter than to ex- 
hibit a willingness to consider any pro- 
posals that may be put forward. 


MARKET CONDITIONS 


The markets are in avery uinterest- 
ing state just now, and everyone will 
be relieved when the old season is past 
and done with and values are again on 
an exporting basis. Melbourne has 
been supplied with foreign wheat, but 
sales have rather dragged, and in this 
market only hand-to-mouth business 
has been transacted for a long time 
past. Many of the mills are shut down 
and flour as a consequence is rather 
firmer. Rates are as follows: flour, £13; 
bran, 8d to 8d; pollard, 10d to 10d. 

NOTES 

Official statistics of manufactories 
shew that in 1902 the numberof flour 
mills in Queensland, New South Wales, 
Victoria and Western Australia was 184, 
compared with 197 in 1900, the year be- 
fore federation. ‘The output was 384,260 
tons of flour, compared with 376,050. 
The value of the plant was written 
down from £663,050 in 1900 to £621,000 
last year. 

The improvement in the seasons is 
causing active demand for land in 
Victoria and South Australia, and 
many instances could be given of es- 
tates exchanging hands at a figure 
which not long ago. would have been 
thought out of the question. Large 
estates are being cut up for closer set- 
tlement at a rate which points to the 
area under cultivation in the near fu- 
ture being largely increased. The 
greater stability of the producing in- 
terests is also shown in a variety of 
other ways. 
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A large baker, speaking of the im- 
portations of Manitoba and other 
brands of American flour, expressed 
the following opinion the other day, 
‘If ITcould get local country flour at 
25s per ton cheaper than that made at 
the leading seaport mills, I would use 
foreign flour for mixing, and I believe 
I would do better out of it. But as I 
can not get country flour asarule at 
more than 10s per ton under leading 
brands, 1 can not make the mixture 
and compete with those who use only 
leading brands of local flour. Hence I 
can not see thatin normal times Man- 
itoba flour can be largely used; since 
the commonwealth duty will be suffi- 
cient to prevent this.’’ This baker ex- 
plained that in so far as South Aus- 
tralia is concerned, country mills are 
as well equipped as those at the sea- 
ports but that they can not turn out the 
same quantity, nor have the millers the 
advantage which their competitors ina 
larger way possess of being able to 
use wheat from all parts of the state. 
Should the sample in the district in 
which the millis situated be good, the 
miller will be able to produce as good a 
flour though his brand has not the 
same standing. 
E. J. STaocy. 


Adelaide, Oct. 29. 


AROUND THE WORLD 


(Continued from page 1324.) 


cross pieces that raise them above 
the ground. The geta are only held in 
place by straps that are grasped be- 
tween the big toe and the next toe, so 





it; must take considerable practice to 
wear them. I suppose the art of wear- 
ing them is inherited at birth by Jap- 
anese children, like the art of clinging 
to their mothers’ backs. ‘The baby 
may have its attention attracted and 
turn its head away but it never loosens 
its firm grip on its mother’s back. My 
belief is that if the mother were to take 
away her hands, which she usually 
clasps behind her under the baby, that 
the infant would not fall but would 
simply hang on with its little hands. 

The Moto machi is a fairly broad 
street. It does not have raised side- 
walks like those in the European quar- 
ter, nor does it have so many shops 
with open fronts as is customary in the 
purely Japanese sections, so it is a sort 
of compromise between Japanese and 
European streets. All the shops are 
lighted and open for business till quite 
late at night, which is a great conven- 
ience for those who are busy during the 
day. Many beautiful things are to be 
seen in the shops of both ancient and 
modern art products. Among other 
arts the Japanese are very skilled in 
doing repoussé work in silver. 

As it was very hot while I was in 
Kobe those shops that were on the sun- 
ny side of the street neuer had some 
kind of a curtain or screen hung out to 
keep off the sun. Once in passing 
through a native quarter, where all the 
signs were in Japanese alone, my at- 
tention was arrested by one in English. 
If the shopkeeper could have spoken 
English I should like to have ascer- 
tained just what he included under the 
head of ''Animal’s meal.’’ This formed 
a conspicuous item on the sign, which 
was further embellished with pictures 
of a horse, a dog and acock and hen. 
But an English sign, without, is by no 





means an indication of English spoken 
within. 

In Kobe I had the pleasure of meet- 
ing an American lady, Mrs. Ostrander, 
whose husband has made Kobe his 
headquarters for some time, though un- 
fortunately he was away at the time of 
my visit. Mr. Ostrander is in the flour 
business, acting as agent for a Pacific 
coast mill. I met another American in 
the flour business at Kobe, Mr. J. J. 
Connell, who had come up from Shang- 
hai. Kobe makes a pretty good center 
as it has good rail communication both 
north and south. Its airis good and 
there are mountain resorts easily ac- 
cessible to which one may goin sum- 
mer if it gets too hotin town. I also 
had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Samuel 
S. Lyon, the United States consul, 
whom I found installed in a comfort- 
able building in the settlement. He 
| a me the figures for the imports of 

our in Kobe in Japanese kin. The 
kin is equal to 1.325 lbs avoirdupois. 
in 1900 Kobe imported from the United 
States 80,255,208 kin; in 1901, 61,040,640 
and in 1902, 71,310,990 kin. Taking the 
kin at a pound and a third, 1 figure the 
quantities in barrels of 196 lbs as fol- 
lows for the respective years: 545,953; 
413,201; and 488,101. This year 1 expect 
the figures will show up larger than in 
1900. Kobe imports flour from other 
countries thanthe United States. In 
1900 she took 2,828,211 kin from Aus- 
tralia; in 1901, 1,231,583 kin and in 1902, 
228,519 kin. British America also fur- 
nishes considerable flour to Japan, the 
figures being 1,023,883 kin in 1900; 686,- 
291 in 1901 and 560,134 in 1902. If Aus- 
tralia' has a good crop this year I an- 





BEGGAR WOMAN IN THE MOTO MACHI— KOBE 


ticipate that she will furnish consider- 
able flour and wheat to Japan. Aus- 
tralia has already offered fairly large 
quantities of wheat and flour to Japan 
for December shipment, and some 
wheat for prompt shipment which I 
presume is wheat that some importers 
find they can not dispose of to advan- 
tage in Australia. 

There are a number of firms in Kobe 
that handle fiour, including one or two 
Japanese firms. I called on one of the 
latter and had a pleasant interview 
with Mr. Huga, the manager of the 
flour department who I found had spent 
some time in Mincing Lane, London. 
As this was the first Japanese flour 
merchant’s office that I had seen I was 
interested to note its arrangement. As 
you entered the door there was a small 
space level with the street, then came 
a raised platform covered with matting. 
A number of geta were lying on the 
lower floor, as the Japanese always re- 
move the geta and walk only in stock- 
ing feet overthe matting. There are 
no chairs and the Japanese sit or squat 
onthe matting to do their work. he 
upper floor is about as high as a stool 
so that visitors can conveniently sit 
on the edge with their feet on the floor. 

Some little mats are occasionally pro- 
vided for visitors to sit on, and there is 
olwere a box with a lighted coal, at 
which visitors may light their pipes. 
Like the Chinese pipe, the Japanese 
pipe requires constant lighting. It is 
rather strange to find thatin so many 
ways the customs of the Japanese are 
identical with those of the Chinese, 
while, as a people, they are so radically 
different from the Chinese. Fans were 
also provided for visitors. The differ- 
ent clerks were installed in little 


- spaces enclosed by a low wooden rail- 
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ing, so low in fact that one could easily 
step over it. 

One or two attempts to photograph 
this office failed on account of the bad 
light, but Mr. Huga took me over to his 
master’s house where I got a_ photo- 
Fm gp ofa Japanese garden. ‘The gar- 

en was not large but well filled with 
plants and dwarf trees in pots. On the 
ground were large stepping stones, 
anda large stone lantern such as are 
seen near the Shinto temples helped to 
give it a very Japanese appearance. 
The Japanese houses are so built as to 
give every chance for the air to enter, 
though owing to the absence of glass 
windows and the projecting roofs that 
keep off the sun, the lower floors are 
not very light. 

The accompanying illustration shows 
the front of the house of which part of 
the back is seen from the garden The 
entrance, which is seen at the left, goes 
right through the house on a level with 
the street and the rooms open off froim 
this passage-way, being raised two or 
three feet above it, the same as in the 
office. All the floors are covered with 
matting and everything looked scrup- 
ge clean. A number of screens 
that slide in grooves, separate the dif 
ferent apartments. The simplicity of « 
Japanese apartment is its great charm, 
and I admire the effective use that i: 
made of natural woods without pain‘ 
or varnish. The upper floor serves fo 
the sleeping apartments. In winte) 
when it is cold, paper screens are use: 
to keep out the air and fires are mad 
in braziers burning charcoal. No won 
der the Japanese are not fond of col: 
weather. 

Mr. Hugais handling flour from th: 
Pacific coast but has not had any fron 
the interior. He thinks the rail freigh 
will prevent millers in the centra 
states from shipping much flour to th: 
Orient. 

It is customary for the foreign firm 
in Japan to have a native occupying : 
position analagous to the comprador 
in China, though the banto, ashe i 
called in Japan, does not have suc 
control of the finances asin China. In 
some cases the banto buys outright 
from his firm, and in others he receive 
a salary and commission. 1 had an in- 
teresting chat with Mr. ''omotsune, th: 
banto of a foreign firm at Kobe. H« 
said that about .20 to 30 per cent of th 
flour used in Japan is consumed by 
bakers; the remainder is used for cakes 
and macaroni, about half each. In the 
cities the consumption is greater fo 
cakes and in the provinces for mac 
aroni. The Japanese, according to him, 
do not care about the color of flour bui 
they want it cheap. Dealers do noi 
have the courage to buy unknown 
brands as such have to be sold cheaply 
and it takes two or three years to intr 
duce a chop (brand). 

‘The manager of another firm said th 
Japanese are prosperous and are get 
ting more so “ia? year as they hav 
plenty of work. e mentioned the d« 
cline in the price of rice which wa 
then down to six yen for brown ric 
and would likely go down to five yen 
if the weather held hot and dry whic: 
is favorable for maturing the rice. H: 
said that a crop of 6,000,000 tons seeme: 
likely, an average crop being 5,500,00 
tons. A good rice crop he though‘ 
would hurt the sale of wheat flour. 

Among the foreign firms I called oi 
in Kobe was that of W. H. Gill & C« 
The senior of this firm was away on ; 
holiday in, England, but I had a pleas 
ant visit with his brother, R. EF. 
Gill and with Mr. Williams, one of th 
staff, who told me that they had bee: 
selling about 100,000 sacks of flour “ 
month for some time. The buildin: 
which they occupy for offices looke 
very home-like. It reminded me of 
New England dwelling, which it close 
ly resembles, as will be seen by the i! 
lustration shown elsewhere in thi 
number. 





Imports into Australia 


The imports of foreign breadstufi 
into Australia on the crop year to Oc 
1, have keen as follows: 

Mel- Sydney and Other 
bourne, N’castle, places, Total 
From— us. bus. us. us. 
Pacific coast 2,782,257 8,742.148 591,079 7,115.4 


New York.. 55,604 942,824 149,856 1,247,2' 
ae pO Ra 7,405 111,0 
Argentina.. 747,155 2,712,659 680,744 4,090,5: 
London..... 14,400 70,868 ....... 84,7 


Totals..... 8,802,051 7,467,999 1,879,084 12,649,1:4 
The total to all ports as stated abov« 
is equivalent to 338,816 tons of wheat 
Shipments afloat from the Argentin 
republic, so far as_ ascertainable 
amount to about 5,222tons. The tota' 
provided for is thus equivalent ¢: 
about 344,038 tons, or 12,844,085 bus. 


Shipments of wheat from Argentin: 
for the week were 304,000 bus, agains: 
112,000 last year. Shipments from Jan. 
1 have Sporozimene 61,640,000 bus, 
against 19,032,000 in 1902. 
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Conditions in the flour market at this 
point were very similar to those of the 
week previous. Continued dullness 
prevailed,which is usual at this season. 
Most of the larger mills that grind hard 
wheat are sold ahead and were quite 
satisfied with the outlook as they re- 
ported that although new orders were 
scarce, atthe same time shipping in- 
structions had come in freely, thus mak- 
ing room for the flour that was being 
manufactured, and preventing their 
stocks from piling up on them in the 
warehouses. With these conditions the 
hard wheat mills have been running 
full time and report a very satisfactory 
output. 

There was no improvement in the soft 
wheat flour trade, and it looks as if the 
soft wheat millers will have to wait pa- 
tiently for another crop to come around, 
or take to grinding hard wheat if they 
want to keep busy. 

The export business improved ma- 
terially toward the end of the week and 
on Saturday some good sales of hard 
wheat flours were reported for both the 
\Inited Kingdom and the Continent, the 
huyers coming up about sixpence over 
their previous offers. 

Business with Cuba and the West In- 
dies was more favorable than it had 
been for some time and shipments to 
the islands were quite free. ‘This busi- 
ness, however, was mostly confined to 
those mills that have an established 
trade in those markets. 

The feed market was dull throughout 
the week and but little business was 
transacted as offerings were very light. 
Prices for soft wheat bran advanced to 
ihe in large and 78c in 100-lb sacks, and 
was exceedingly scarce at that price. 
‘he demand from the east was not 
heavy as a good deal of the tail end of 
the stuff that went by way of lake and 
rail is now arriving and buyers natur- 
«lilly are not used to the new rates. 

The output of the St. Louis mills for 
the week ended Saturday was 29,500 
{ bls, against 31,500 the week previous. 
Gutside mills the product of which is 
sold from St. Louis made 42,500, against 
52,000 the week before. 
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The cash wheat market was active 
taroughout the week. All contract red 
wheat was still eagerly taken by the 
elevators. Millers did not seem to care 
to buy it at the fancy prices it brought 
and so left it alone. In the meantime 
stocks of wheat are piling up steadily 
and are greater now than they were at 
sny time last year when the largest 
sock of wheat amounted to 4,500,000 
lus. At the time of writing there are 
5.000,000 bus in St. Louis elevators. 
(Considering the difference between the 
(cops of this year and last year in the 
t-rritory tributary to St. Louis this is 
Somewhat remarkable. Some reports 
are currrent that the owners of this 
\ heat will hold it for delivery on May 
Contracts. 

In the meantime the storage capacity 
vill all be used up and the wheat that 
comes to this market will have either to 
'e shipped or used for grinding pur- 
} ses. In this event it is not improba- 
tie that lower prices will be seen for 
sft winter wheat. 

The average storage capacity of the 
Y-gular elevators of this market 
8. nounts to about 6,000,000 bus. It is to 
be remembered that the holders of this 
Wheat are having to pay outa large 
Sum of money each month for interest, 
§ orage, insurance and other expenses. 
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NOTES AND PERSONALS 
Herbert Bradley, traffic manager of 
the Federation, spent two days last 
week visiting millers in this city. He 


was on his way home to New York from 
Kansas City. 
E. N. Fairchild of the Pillsbury- 


Washburn Flour Mills Co., Minneapo- 
lis, was a caller at this office last week. 
He was accompanied by James Albach, 
who represents the Pillsbury company 
in this city. 


¥F. E. Lehmann of Nordyke & Mar- 
mon Co. was in St. Louis last week. 
Hecame here from Evansville, Ind., 
where he superintended the installation 
of some square sifters and other ma- 
chinery in the Phoenix Flour Mill of 
that town. 


Cotton bags have advanced slightly, 
but considering the fact that cotton is 
worth about 12c and further that man- 
ufacturers of cotton goods will, almost 
out of necessity, have to curtail pro- 
duction during the present cotton year, 
they are still considered to be on a rela- 
tively low plane. 


E. M. Kelly of the Liberty Mills, 
Nashville, Tenn., stopped in St. Louis 
on his way home from Denver, Colora- 
do, where he went with S. T. Ballard 
after attending the dinner of the Kansas 
City Millers’ Club at Kansas City. Mr. 
Ballard did not return with him, as he 
remained in Kansas for a few days to 
enjoy some quail shooting. 

The Valley Milling Co. of St. Louis 
has made application for an increase in 
its capital stock from $7,500 to $35,000. 
Of the increase, $22,500 is paid up. The 
company confines its attention to the 
manufacture of chopped feed and in- 
tends to put up a new plant in north St. 
Louis. Thus far it is understood no 
contracts have been let for the ma- 
chinery. 


At a meeting of the board of directors 
of the Exchange, held last week, the 
recommendation of the grain committee 
providing for uniformity of grades and 
for the inspection of all grain at ports 
of clearance by United States govern- 
ment inspectors was approved. The 
secretary was also instructed to post a 
notice in the Exchange room, giving 
the names of delinquent members and 
notifying them that unless back asses- 
ments are paid before Dec. 31, their 
membership will be forfeited as pro- 
vided by the rules. 


The government crop report was re- 
garded as bullish in this market. One 
reason for this was the decreased acre- 
age of winter wheat which showed a de- 
crease of € per cent or of about 2,000,000 
acres. Another cause for this sentiment 
was that the general condition only 
showed 86.6 per cent, compared with 
99.7 in 1902 and 92.7 for an average for 
the last nine years. It must be consid- 
ered, however, that the general condi- 
tion of the 1902 crop, which will long he 
remerinbered as a banner crop, showed a 
condition of 81 in December, igi. This 
year’s winter wheat crop in December, 
1902, was given as 98.7 and turned out 
an exceptionally light crop. From this 
it will be noticed that too much atten- 
tion must not be paid to the condition 
of the growing crop at the present time. 
It should be remembered that no matter 
how favorable crop conditions are, the 
‘tcrop killers’’ will have the crop killed 
a dozen times over between now and 


harvest. 
Cc. F. G. RAIKEs. 





Tennessee 
Special Correspondence 


With the approach of the Christmas 
holidays the stagnation which has char- 
acterized the flour market of the south- 
east is passing and the lowering cloud 
of depression has been lifted and 
through the rift millers see a brightness 
in the future which fills them with new 
hope and inspires them with the belief 
that the advent of the new year will 
bring a better trade than they have en- 
joyed in the very recent past. 

The market shows a general improve- 
ment and the demand for all products is 
growing steadily. Another indication 
of better trade is that the buyers of the 
southeast seem willing to make larger 
contracts than they have heretofore and 
they accept offers at current prices with- 
out higgling for concessions. All this 
tends to create a better tone in the mar- 
ket and a more healthful feeling. 

Local trade is also on the upward turn 
and the sales in this direction are larger 
than last week’s record shows. There 
is not much inquiry from a foreign di- 
rection and no sales have been reported; 
but local and domestic orders are ab- 
sorbing the daily output. 

Prices are firm and stronger than the 
have been for some time, and the mini- 
mum or basic quotation has been ad- 
vanced during the week; this makes the 
price sent out by the mills as follows: 


~ 


best patent, $4.35; choice, $3.45, with the 
usual differentials for intermediate 
grades. These prices apply to flour in 
wood, f.o.b. Nashville; in cotton sacks 
a reduction of ten cents, and in jute 15c 
is made per barre] for shipment. 

Buyers are evincing a disposition to 
make contracts for extended delivery of 
corn goods but millers are not desirous 
of having this kind of business ahd are 
insisting upon immediate shipments of 
stuff. Prices for the southeast have ad- 
vanced and bolted meal is now being 
quoted at $1.20 per 100 lbs; pearl meal at 
$1.40 and grits at $1.40. 

Prices of bran and other millfeed are 
unchanged but still the demand is pick- 
ing up and movement is sufficient to 
move entire output of the mills. Quo- 
tations are bran $17.50 per ton in carload 
lots and one dollar more for smaller 
quantities; middlings, $21; hominy feed, 
$19, f.o.b. Nashville. 

Millers are still paying 93@94c for 
wheat. Movement is a little more free 
but still it is not at all active. Buyers 
are fighting shy of the St. Louis market 
which continues out of line with other 
distributing points and are drawin 
most of their needs from the west an 
interior points. The supply of soft 
wheat is gradually and rapidly growing 
scarcer. The mills of this section are 
averse to the use of hard wheat but it 
begins to look asif they will have event- 
ually to resort to this in order to make 
up for the shortness in soft wheat. 

Corn is beginning to look up and 
prices are a bit firmer than they were a 
week ago. Mixed or white milling is 
selling at 46%c to 47%c. The reason for 
the prices being the same is that export- 
ers are taking the mixed with as much 
readiness as they will the white. Move- 
ment of corn from the Ohio river and in- 
side points is more active than for some 
time past. Tennessee corn is not mov- 
ing very freely, because of the continued 
low stage of the river. 

The report of the Grain Exchange for 
the week shows stocks on hand at the 
close of business Friday .as follows: 
wheat, 219,990 bus; corn, 64,750; oats, 
183,900; barley, 9,750; rye, 750. 


NOTES 


The local millers will give the mem- 
bers of the Southeastern Millers’ Asso- 
ciation a banquet during the meeting of 
that organization in this city this week. 
R. G. Riddle of the Tennessee Mill Co. 
will entertain the members with a bar- 
becue on Jan. 12 at the meeting to be 
held at Estill Springs on that date. 


George A. Stibbens of Chicago, secre- 
tary of the Grain Dealers’ National As- 
sociation; S. B. Sample of Indianapo- 
lis, secretary of the Indiana Associa- 
tion; George Beyer of Decatur, I1l., 
secretary of the Illinois Association; 
E. J. Smiley of Topeka. secretary of the 
Kansas Association and C. T. Prouty of 
Kingfisher, O. T., secretary of the Ok- 
lahoma and Indian Territory Associa- 
tion were in Memphis during the week 
to inspect the terminal methods and the 
facilities in which grain is handled. 
They were given an informal dinner by 
the grain men of that city, atthe Gayoso 
hotel. Ina speech at this dinner, Mr. 
Stibbens emphasized the necessity of a 
public grain weigher who should be un- 
der the supervision of the Board of 
‘Trade, and he spoke of the trouble in 
other cities where the weighing is in the 
hands of political appointees. Ever 
one of the visitors spoke of the possi- 
bilities of Memphis if the conditions 
are made right. JAMES B, CLARK. 

Nashville, Dec. 14. 





Anchor Line Steamship Italia 


The Anchor Line’s new steamship 
Italia was launched Dec. 7 at Glasgow 
from the yards of D. & W. Henderson & 
Co. She was built under government 
survey, especially for the passenger 
service of the line, and has been de- 
signed to embody all the latest ap- 
proved devices t) enhance the comfort 
and safety of passengers during the 
voyage. She will be one of the largest, 
fastest and finest vessels trading be- 
tween America and Italy, and is sure to 
merit the patronage of the travelling 
public. The Italia is 400 feet in length, 
49 feet broad and over 30 feet deep, with 
a gross tonnage of 5,000 tons and a 
deadweight capacity of nearly 7,000 
tons. She will have triple expansion 
engines of the very lastest type, with 
cylinders 30 in., 50% in. and 85 in. di- 
ameter, respectively, with a stroke of 
4 ft. 6 in. here will be two single- 
ended boilers 16 ft. 9in. diameter and 
10 ft. 6in. long, and two double-ended 
boilers 16 ft. 9 in. diameter by 18 ft. 
long, all working toa pressure of 200 
lbs, and the propellor is of manganese 
bronze, 

It is expected that the Italia will be 
ready to sail from Naples on her first 
trip in February, and she will perform 
the voyage from Naples to New York 
regularly in twelve days at all seasons 
of the year. 
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Special Correspondence 


The week opened with a very firm 
feeling in the flour market, due to the 
previous upward movement in wheat, 
and mill limits in most cases were put 
up 5@10c per barrel. Buyers, however, 
were generally unwilling to follow the 
rising views of manufacturers and the 
volume of business was small. With 
the decline in wheat on Wednesday and 
Thursday the market became very quiet, 
but offerings both on spot and to arrive 
are moderate and holders are unwilling 
to stimulate business at the expense of 
concessions. The season is near at hand 
when receivers as well as jobbers are 
preparing to take account of stock and 
little activity is looked for until after 
the first of the year. 

Spring patent eo grtengs | ranges from 
$4.65 to $4.80 per 196 lbs in wood as to 
quality, though some choice stencils are 
held above the outside rate. Straight 
and clear are very quiet but firmly held 
at $4.30@4.50 for the former and at $3.75 
(@4 for the latter, both per 169 lbs in 
wood. 

The distribution of Kansas flours in 
this market continues light, but prices 
are firm at $3.60@3.75 for clear, $3.90@4 
for re oy and $41.0@4.25 for patent, all 
per 196 lbs in sacks. 

The situation on winter wheats con- 
tinues firm with very light offerings. 
A fair business was done in Pennsyl- 
vania straight at $3.80@4 per 196 lbs in 
wood, but western straight ruied quiet 
as most of the choice brands are held at 
$4.10@4.15, which buyers are unwilling 
to pay. Winter patent is scarce and firm 
but quiet at $4.25@4.50 per 196 lbs in 
wood. 

The city mills are sold ahead and not 
anxious about new business. Prices 
were advanced 10c per bbl during the 
week and business was done in choice 
straight as high as $4.15/@4.20 per 196 lbs 
in wood. Ordinary grades of city mills 
patent range from $4.25 to $4.50, but fan- 
cy brands for local trade are selling up 
to $4.75@5 per 196 lbs in wood. 


NOTES 


Armon D. Acheson, the secretary of 
the Commercial Exchange, celebrated 
on Dec. 9 the sixth anniversary of his 
election to that office. 


Alfred Sharpless, formerly superin- 
tendent of the Schuylkill Navigation 
Co., died of pneumonia Dec. 7 in the 
eighty-second year of his age. 

The Vessel Owners’ and Captains’ As- 
sociation of this city has adopted reso- 
lutions protesting against the granting 
of American registry to foreign-built 
ships. 

The flour warehouse occupied by Mac- 
Nutt & Brey was sold last week to John 
Wanamaker. The transaction was closed 
by William F. Brey for William L. Sup- 
plee, the owner of the building. 

Robert W. Farrell, the local represen- 
tative of the Hecker-Jones-Jewell Mill- 
ing Co. and Thomas Mc¥eely, manufac- 
turer of milling machinery, have ap- 
plied for membership to the Commercial 
Exchange. 

The new passenger and freight steam- 
ship San Jacinto built at Roach’s ship- 

ard on the Delaware river for the Mal- 

ory Line, was completed and delivered 
to her owners last week. The new craft 
is 404 feet long with 6,000 gross tonnage. 


The steamspip Merion, which has just 
been placed in the American Line serv- 
ice between Liverpool and Philadelphia, 
is the largest vessel engaged in the com- 
merce of this port. She is 530 feet long 
and has a tonnage of 11,620. She sailed 
from Liverpool Wednesday and is ex- 
pected to arrive here Dec. 20. 


James B. Canby and George G. Omer- 
ly have been appointed delegates from 
the Commercial Exchange to the con- 
vention to be composed of representa- 
tives of the various grain exchanges of 
the country to take up the question of 
the uniform inspection of grain and to 
oppose national inspection under the 
control of government officials. 


Edward H. Ogden, vieo-orentdens of 
the Francis Perot’s Sons’ Malting Co. 
and a member of the Commercial Ex- 
change, died Dec. 9 after four days’ ill- 
ness of pneumonia. The firm with 
which Mr. Ogden was connected is the 
oldest in the United States, having been 
founded in 1687, just five years after the 
landing of William Penn. 


P. Fendall Young, who has been man- 
ager of the Atlantic Transport Line from 
this port to London is to be made freight 
manager of all the steamship lines hav- 
ing terminals in this city which are in- 
cluded in the International Mercantile 
Marine Co., of which Clement A. Gris- 
com is president. This will include the 
American Line to Liverpool and the 
Red Star Line to Antwerp. 


SAMUEL 8S, DanigE.s. 
Philadelphia, Dec, 14. 
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Flour trade was quiet during the 
week, with not much interest shown by 
either eastern or foreign trade. The 
former seems for the present to be out of 
iton Kansas flour, and, except for 
clears, is notin a buying humor. Most 
eastern buyers seem to want flouron the 
basis of about $3.75 for standard long 
patents basis New York and at these 
prices mighty few first-rate merchant 
mills want to let go of their goods. 
Those millers who have the temerity to 
ask $3.90@4 are not doing any business, 
and that is the end of it. In central 
states business is rather good, but there 
is a tendency on the part of smaller 
mills to lower the basis of quotations. 
For the most part the larger mills have 
their prices on the basis of $3.65 in cot- 
ton sacks at Kansas City or the Mis- 
souri river, but there are tales of small- 
er mills underselling this price. 

Export bids are out of line. In Great 
Britain trade is very unattractive. There 
were bids during the week of 22s 6d, but 
these are fully sixpence below what 
millers will sell at. Most mills are ask- 
ing 23s, but atthis figure the business 
that can be passed is necessarily small 
on account of the bearish views that for- 
eign buyers apparently have about their 
persons. 

Millfeed is a steady market. Bran is 
in moderate demand but shorts continue 
dead dull. Milling wheat is in fair sup- 
ply, but outside mill buyers and the 
buyers for one or two large Chicago 
houses have been active bidders in the 
market. 

Mills are running steadily. At Kan- 
sas City the output for the week was 43,- 
200 bbls, as compared with 46,800 the 
week previous, and 32,100 a year ago. 
MORE CAPACITY FOR KANSAS CITY 

The announcement made last week 
that a new mill is to be built in Kansas 
City by August J. Bulte is but another 
step in the growth of the new milling 
center in the southwest. The end of the 
present year will show that Kansas City 
has made more flour during the year 
than any city in America, with possibiy 
two exceptions, and another year will 
find Kansas City’s output exceeded by 
that of no city save Minneapolis. The 
present crop in Kansas is greater than 
that of any ever before produced in the 
state, and far greater than that ever 
raised by any states. With this great 
field to draw from Kansas City mills are 
ever in an advantageous position, and 
it is in no way surprising that new mills 
are drawn here by the evident attrac- 
tiveness of the location. 

With the addition of the new 1,000-bb1 
mill, Kansas City will be free to claim 
renk as among the first of American 
miliing cities. This growth has been 
gradual, steady and sure. That it is 
likely to be permanentis best evidenced 
by the Kansas wheat acreage and by the 
average of a term of years of the wheat 
production of Kansas, Oklahoma and 
Nebraska, 


YOST MILL TO BE REBUILT 


The 1. M. Yost Mill Co., Hays City, 
Kansas, last week let the contract to the 
Allis-Chalmers Co. for a complete new 
mill of 700 bbls contract capacity. The 
mill is to be built to replace the one 
burned two weeks ago. Work will be- 
ginas soon as the clearing of the de- 
bris of the former mill can be accom- 
plished. ‘The new mill will not be built 
on the foundations of the former plant, 
but will be of different dimensions; 
these latter have not yet been decided 
upon, 
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The new building will be of frame 
construction with separate power plant. 
It is possible that the present boilers 
and engine can be used, but this is not 
determined definitely. The contract of 
the Allis-Chalmers Co. was secured 
without competition by the company’s 
southwestern representative, A. E. Mo- 
sier. Otto Swaller of the Standard 
Grain & Milling Co., Kansas, who has 
charge of all of the outside business of 
the Yost company of which he is secre- 
tary, says that the regular customers of 
the mill will be taken care of while the 
millisidle. It is possible that a mill 
will be leased and operated by the Yost 
company pending the rebuilding of the 
mill at Hays City. 


LOCAL AND PERSONAL 


A. E. Mosier of the Allis-Chalmers Co. 
spent most of last week in central Kan- 
sas. While away he secured the con- 
tract for the new Yost mill at Hays City. 


E. M. Kelly of Nashville, and Thrus- 
ton Ballard of Louisville,who were here 
a week ago to attend the millers’ din- 
ner, spent a part of last week in Den- 
ver. Mr. Kelly returned home through 
here Friday night but Mr. Ballard went 
to southern Kansas on a hunting trip to 
be the guest of W. R. Watson of the Wat- 
son Mill Co., Wichita, and A. J. Hunt of 
the New Era Milling Co., Arkansas 
City, Kansas. 

C. V. Topping of the Oklahoma Ex- 
port Co., who was here the early part of 
last week following the gathering Sat- 
urday night, says that the Oklahoma 
millers have never had such a season of 
prosperity as the present one. Many of 
the mills in Oklahoma are now looking 
about for foreign and eastern trade, and 
with increased capacity that territory is 
likely to be heard from in the general 
distant trade a good deal more than it 
has ever been before. 


A New Mill For Kansas City 


Definite announcement was made last 
week that August J. Bulte, proprietor of 
the White Swan Mills at Clinton, Mo., 
would at once build a mill in Kansas 
City. Mr. Bulte, who has long been in 
the milling business, has found that the 
mill at Clinton, Mo., has not sufficient 
capacity to keep pace with the expan- 
sion in his business, and has decided 
upon Kansas City as the proper place 
at which to locate a plant to augment 
his present output. 

A fortnight ago he purchased a plat 
of ground in Armourdale, Kansas, 
which is a part of Kansas City, and it 
is upon this land that the new plant 
will be built. The property is situated 
at the intersection of Eighteenth street 
and Muncie boulevard, and abuts the 
tracks of the Kansas City Belt Railway. 
The tracks of the Rock Island and Un- 
ion Pacific railways are near at hand 
and these roads will put in sidings to 
the mill door. ‘The property lies in 
form of 524 feet by 270 feet, and is in 
every way an ideal location for a mill. 

The new mill will be of a full 1,000 
bbls capacity. Work on the building 
will begin as soon as details of arrange- 
ment are completed. The building will 
be of brick, five stories high, with the 
lower story above the flood water line. 
Power plant will be separate and the 
power building will house a compound- 
condensing Corliss engine of a size am- 
ple to turn the mill under all conditions. 

The preliminary plans of the new mill 
contemplate the elevation of the rolls 
to the second floor of the mill, leaving 
the lower floors for storage and loading. 
Mill tracks will be five feet above the 
level of the surrounding ground. Ad- 
joining the main mill building will be 
ample fiour warehouses and a cribbed 
wooden elevator with a storage capac- 
ity of 50,000 bus. 

The location which Mr. Bulte has 
chosen is probably the best in every 
way of any in the neighborhood of 
Kansas City. With the Rock Island and 
Union Pacific atthe mill door he can 
draw wheat from practically every part 
of Kansas, and the Belt Line gives him 
access to every railroad in Kansas City 
with a minimum, if any, switching 
charge. 

The White Swan Mills at Clinton, Mo., 
have long been well Known in the soft 
wheat flour trade. Two years ago the 
mill began grinding Kansas hard win- 
ter wheat in addition, and this latter 
business has proven so satisfactory that 
the proprietor of the mill has decided 
upon this increase in capacity. 

The new 1,000-bb1 mill at Kansas City 
will give Mr. Bulte the largest milling 
output of any milling concern here, 
Work on the mill will begin very soon. 


R. E. STERLING. 








¥. W. Stabler, manager Whetstone 
Valley Milling Co., Milbank, S. D., 
Dec. 12: We find flour dull, though we 
are selling some for January and Feb- 
ruary delivery at fair values. Feed is 
in better demand and absorbs our out- 
put at satisfactory prices. 


New Orleans 


Special Correspondence 


Flour trade was rather quiet this week, 
with prices steady. Receipts show a 
slight increase. Stocks on hand are ex- 
tra heavy for this timeof the year. Kan- 
sas flours continue in fair demand and 
mills were today offering patents at 
$3.75@3.80 in 98-1b cotton or 140-lb jute 
bags. Soft winter wheat flours continue 
steady and are in good demand with 
patents quoted at $4.45/@4.50, basis 98-lb 
cotton and 140-lb jute bags. Flour quo- 
tations are as follows: hard spring pat- 
ents, $4.40@4.50; straights, $4.10@4.20; 
clears not wanted; hard winter patents, 
$3:95@4.05; straights, $3.65@3.75; clears, 
$3.20@3.30; soft winter patents, $4.45@ 
4.50; extra fancy, $4.25@4.30; these prices 
are per bbl of 196-1b basis 98-1b cotton or 
140-lb jute bags, 20c to 30c more heing 
asked if in wood. 

The exports of flour through the port 
of New Orleans for the week ended Dec. 
1l, were as follows: 


Sacks. Bbls. 
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Receipts of grain for the week amount- 
ed to 66 cars of corn and 265 cars of 
wheat, of this amount the Maritime Ex- 
change inspected 42 cars of corn and 232 
of wheat, the Board of Trade 24 cars of 
corn and 34 of wheat. Exports amount- 
ed to'40,000 bus of No. 2 hard wheat this 
being loaded out for Hamburg. 

Stocks of grain in local elevators Dec. 
11, were as follows: 

Wheat, bus. Corn, bus, 
7. 5,000 


BCRe VCORE. ....c cc cscccces 167,000 45, 
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OE sence cncactcccranane 1,012,000 95,000 
NOTES 


The Head Line advertises one sailing 
to Belfast and one to Dublin for Decem- 
ber. The Harrison Line has sailings on 
Dec. 14, 15, 20, 25 and 30 for Liverpool. 

Fire partially destroyed the store 
and warehouse of J. & M. Schwabacher, 
wholesale grocer and flour dealers, in 
the afternoon of Dec. 10. Damages 
amounted to $20,000, fully covered by in- 
surance. 

H. 'T. LAWLER, JR. 

New Orleans, La., Dec. 12. 





Oregon 


Svecial Correspondence 


The Portland Flouring Mills Co. has 
completed the plans and will at once 
begin work on an addition to its mill in 
this city, which will increase its output 
to 4,500 bbIs a day, and will bring the 
daily output of the company’s com- 
bined system of mills up to 12,000 bblsa 
day. The increase of 2,000 bbls a day at 
this point is due to a promise made by 
E. H. Harriman of an improved Orient- 
al service which would handle all 
the business offering at this port. That 
portion of the Wilcox system which 
finds an outlet for its product by way 
of Portland has in the past experienced 
difficulty in securing all of the space 
needed on the regular Oriental liners 
and the matter of enlarging the mill has 
been held up for a long time pending 
the settlement of the transportation 
problem. Had the Portland & Asiatic 
Line failed to increase its steamship 
service, the ‘'acoma mill and not the 
Portland mill would have been enlarged. 

Big cargoes for the Orient continue to 
attract attention along the Portland 
waterfront. The Portland & Asiatic 
liner Indravelli got away Monday with 
7,000 tons of freight, included in which 
were 59,190 bbls of flour, the second 
largest cargo of that commodity ever 
dispatched from this port. Last Satur- 
day, the Northwest Warehouse Co. 
cleared the British steamship Ascot for 
Yokohama with 189,000 bus of wheat, 
and 10,000 bbls of flour. These steam- 
ships will be followed this month by 
the China Commercial liner Lothian 
now loading here, the Stanley Dollar, 
due tomorrow, and the Indrapura, due 
next week. All this flour and grain 
is going forward on old account, and 
new business at the moment is very 
light. January steamers have their 
space well taken up but sales for Febru- 
ary shipment have been more mod- 
erate. 

NOTES 


John W. Goss, president of the Acme 
Milling Co, of this city, died suddenly 
in his office at the mill Wednesday. His 
death was due to paralysis. : 

The British Ship Andorhina, a 5,500- 
ton carrier and the British ship Ancaios, 
a 3,000-ton carrier, sailed yesterday in 
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ballast from San Francisco for Portland 
under charter to load wheat. A number 
of French vessels have left the bay city 
in ballast for various parts of the world 
and in consequence freights have firmed 
up a little at other coast ports. 


Crop conditions are excellent through- 
out Oregon, Washington and Idaho and 
wheat is going into the winter under al- 
most perfect conditions. There has 
been plenty of moisture, and the stand 
of winter wheat is excellent. It is of 
course too early to begin talking about 
a record crop, but acreage and condition 
both considered, the Pacific northwest 
never made a better showing for a com- 
ing record breaker than is in evidence 
now. 


The milling demand for wheat h:s 
been so heavy throughout the seaso., 
that itis avery difficult matter to buy 
wheat on the basis of Liverpool price:. 
This week as high as 76c is being paid 
for Walla W@lla, and bluestem is con:- 
manding the usual differential of thrie 
cents a bushel. With a good prospe:t 
for a wheat famine before another crc» 
is available, millers are making some 
very heavy purchases and the compet:- 
tion thus excited results in actual va'- 
ues being forgotten. 


The French bark Col. Ville de Bois 
Maureil will lose about $5,000 by forfei:- 
ing her wheat charter unless she a:- 
rives in Puget sound before Dec. 1). 
She is four months out from South Afr.- 
ca and if she misses her cancelling dai 
will be the third French vessel to e: 
counter similar hard luck at Portlan’: 
or Puget sound this month. The other; 
were the French barks La Bruyere an:' 
Marguerite Dollfus. The decline in 
freights makes their combined losse 
by long trips and missed charters $14,00' 

E. H. Harriman has been in Portlan 
during the last four days looking ove: 
his railroad interests here and yeste’- 
day announced that he had arrange i 
with the Columbia Southern Railwa\ 
Co. to extend the line of that road sout:: 
into central Oregon, a distance of 1\\) 
miles. This extension will tap a very 
rich wheat country which has thus far 
been lying idle on account of the im- 
possibility of getting the product to 
market. It is estimated that the road 
will make at least 5,000,000 bus more 
wheat tributary to Portland. Work 
will begin at once and construction wil! 
be rushed in order to move some of nex‘ 
year’s crop. 


Portland, Dec. 11. E. W. WrRiauT. 





The Government Crop Report 


‘The department of agriculture in its 
report of conditions on Dec. 1, gives the 
newly-seeded area of winter wheat as 
about 32,000,000 acres, a decrease of 6 pe: 
cent from the area estimated sown i: 
1902. The condition of winter whe:' 
Dec. 1 was 86.6, as compared with 99.7 ii 
1902, 86.7 in 1901, and a nine-year ave 
age of 92.7. —— 

The attached table shows for each of 
the principal states the percentage o! 
acreage sown to winter wheat, compare: 
with last year, the averages ofcondition 
Dec. 1 of the present year, the corr 
sponding averages of 1902 and the mea” 
of December averages for nine years. 

Acreage 
compared cond’n Dec.l, 9-s 
last year 1903. 1902. ay 


AR 94 87 95 92 
California........ 89 97 100 £6 
Missouri........ 95 87 101 94 
ENGIGNB..0. 220005 93 84 99 9) 
Nebraska........ 94 90 97 9) 
Corsa senda wee 93 80 98 gt 
pT re 91 85 101 94 
Pennsylvania... 99 91 97 9 
Oklahoma....... 108 80 107 Us 
RR waevssassas 101 84 108 8 
Tennessee....... 80 80 108 9 
Michigan........ 94 85 92 87 
United States... 94 86.6 99.7 92 


The newly-seeded area of winter r) 
is provisionally estimated at 98 per ce 
of the area sown in 1902. ‘The conditic 
of winter rye Dec. 1 was 92.7, compare 
with 98.1 Dec. 1, 1902, and the average 
96.6 for nine years. 

Referring to the government report 
the condition of winter wheat in t 
United States on Dec. 1, the Chica 
Trade Bulletin says: According 
usual calculations the area and con 
tion last year indicated a yield of abo | 
570,000,000 bus. Similar calculations i 
dicate a yield of 470,000,000 bus for t 
current year. Of the 100,000,000 bus c- 
crease, 30,000,000 may be credited to t 
smaller acreage. The decrease in cond 
tion during last winter was only 2.: 
points, the condition on April 1 bei! 
reported 97.3, against 787. in April, 1%! 





C, 8. Christensen Co., Madelia, Mini 
Dec. 12: Domestic buyers are taki! 
flour sparingly and only for immedia 
use. Foreign bids are very much 01! 
of line, and have done nothing of lat». 
Demand for feed is good at satisfacto') 

rices. Wheat receipts are somewh:'! 
arger and think they will continue *0 
until after the holidays. 





ee OY - 
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The two mills in operation last week 
vroduced 10,000 bbls of flour, against 


25,140 the week earlier and 27,650 in 1902. 


As the same mills are running this 
week an output of about the same 
amount is anticipated. 

Flour moves along steadily with no 
important change in the condition dur- 
ing the week past. Mills continue to 
do a good business, and are selling 
their output readily. One mill is sold 
ahead into the middle of January. Do- 
mestic bookings are worked every day 
but while they are generally for small 
lots, in the aggregate they amount toa 
zood deal, and this tends to show that 
there is some of the trade in need of 
(lour, 

Export trade is dull, with not much 
new business doing and flour going out 
is to fill old contracts. Of the flour 
moved, 12,310 bbls went to the domestic 
trade and 2,500 for export. Mill stocks 
are now 22,460 bbls, against 32,390 in 1902. 


NOTES 


Some mills are receiving a little mac- 
aroni wheat; not enough to cut much 
figure in stocks. Cash wheat receipts 
are growing very small; they are less 
than a year ago at this time, and there 
was practically nothing coming here 
then. It looks like small receipts all 
winter. 

Wheat receipts are very small, and 
promise to continue so for some time. 
Stocks are only 1,217,000 bus, and this 
ill belongs to eastern mills or to those 
who are holding forarise. Local mills 
are forced to buy from hand to mouth, 
ind will soon be obliged to get their 
stocks out of store. 


At a meeting of the Duluth Board of 
[rade with the state board of ware- 
house commissioners, relative to the 
withholding of information as to car 
sondition by the commission, the latter 
ealized that its position was untenable, 
ind hereafter the car notations are to be 
)pen to proper parties interested. 


Insurance companies have reduced 

ates in the Great Northern steel house 
'S” from $1.25 to 50c. This is the rate 
‘hat has been charged by the owners of 
the house for the indemnity insurance 
,onds they have furnished with receipt 
ertificates, and endsalong struggle 
vetween the regular insurance compa- 
1ies and the Great Northern. The rate 
ecured is what has been asked by the 
ailway company all the time. 


Flax stocks are now increasing rapid- 
y, and amount to 4,490,000 bus, an addi- 
ion of 681,340 bus this last week. This 
ompares with an increase of 490,320 bus 
ist year. Receipts of flax for the crop 
ear are only about 900,000 bus behind 
hose of the same period last year, 
‘hich was the record breaker. The 
teamer Sinoloa of the Tomlinson fleet 
8 carrying a cargo of flax of 246,875 
us over winter in this harbor. 

The steamer L, C. Smith, with wheat, 
vas the last departure of the year after 
er passage through the Sault, Dec. 11, 
ie locks were closed for the season, 
he Muncy of the Anchor Line was the 
ast arrival, on Dec. 12. She brought 
oal. In all, 44 large freight ships are 
iid up in this harbor for the winter. 
‘here are 32 United States Steel ships, 
our Tomlinson vessels, 3 Gilchrist, the 
Juncy, Northern Wave, Nichol and oth- 
rs. 


In referring-to the Fowler difficulty at 
uperior last week this department 
poke of Mr. Fowler as being connected 
vith the J. L. Ross elevator. This was 
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inaccurate. The Ross elevator, which 
is a feed mill, and which has for the 
last three years carried on flax cleanin 
for Mr. Fowler as a portion of its busi- 
ness, has no connection with him, except 
as sometimes doing work for him, as for 
anyone else, and J. L. Ross regrets, as 
does the Northwestern Miller, that a 
statement reflecting on him, by those 
who consider Mr. Fowler guilty of ir- 
reguiarities, has appeared in these col- 
umns. 


The steel ship J.T. Hutchinson,which 
went on the rocks off Eagle river two 
weeks ago, is safe and on the way down 
the lakes under her own steam. About 
50,000 bus of the flax cargo are piled up 
along the shores of Lake Superior. The 
rescue of this ship in the limited time 
possible, and at this season uf year, in 
her exposed position, was a remarkable 
achievement. The ship really rescued 
herself, however, after the crew working 
on her had been driven ashore by the 
storm. They had lightered her as much 
as possible, and before leaving threw 
out anchors. After the storm they re- 
turned and found her riding safely at 
anchor. 


The raising of the blockade of Detroit 
river in two days by the moving of the 
steamer Brown and her 7,000 tons of ore, 
was a marvelous feat. The water was 
high with an exceedingly swift current 
on account of the wrecks and it was 
cold. The government did its work in 
splendid order. This blockade might 
easily have proved disastrous to marine 
and grain interests, for it occurred so 
close to the end of the year that it might 
have closed lake navigation till next 
spring. This would have had a tre- 
mendous effect on farmers, flour mill- 


ers, wholesalers and in fact everybody . 


interested in the commercial life of the 
northwest. 
DwIGHT E. WooDBRIDGE. 





Manitoba 


Special Correspondence 

Flour trade is good, bat not marked 
by any special features. The weather 
throughout western Canada is decided- 
ly cold and this has a tendency to re- 
strict trade as farmers and other country 
people are unwilling to move about 
much in such temperatures as we have 
been experiencing. Mills are all well 
supplied with outside orders which keep 
them busy when local trade happens to 
be slack. There is a steady demand 
from eastern Canada for the products of 
western mills. Best Hungarian patents 
are selling today on a basis of $2.35 per 
sack of $& lbs, in jobbing quantities de- 
livered to the trade, seconds $2.20, strong 
clears $1.85 and XX XX $1.55. 

The wheat market is quiet, as is al- 
ways the case immediately after the 
close of navigation. Eastern buyers 
have secured all the grain they have need 
of in the meantime and they could not 
get more if they would without paying 
the excessive all-rail rate of freight. It 
is generally believed here, as was stated 
in this correspondence last week, that 
the best of the Manitoba crop has al- 
ready gone east will be verified by fu- 
ture inspections. There has been some 
business done in May wheat within the 
week. 

Today’s figures for December wheat 
are as follows: No. 1 northern, 77%c; 
No. 2 northern, 74%c; No. 3 northern, 
70%c, and No. 4 wheat, 63%c; May de- 
livery, No. 1 northern, 82c; No. 2 north- 
ern, 79c; No. 3 northern, 75c and No. 4 


wheat, 67c, all in store Fort William or — 


Port Arthur. 
NOTES 

Sutcliffe & Muir have begun operating 
their new flour mill at Moosomin, Assin- 
iboia. The capacity of this mill is 250 
bbls. 

On the day (Dec. 5) when navigation 
closed at Fort William, there were in 
store at that point and Port Arthur 819,- 
640 bus of wheat, a decrease of 1,441,745 
for the week. A year ago the stock was 
1,296,884 bus. Receipts of wheat during 
the week in question were 1,580,794 bus 
for shipments 2,972,425, 

The Manitoba government has issued 
its final crop bulletin for 1903. It 
gives the production of wheat at 
40,116,878 bus, an average of 16.42 to 
the acre. The 1902 yield was 12,- 
960,389 bus greater than this and 
the average was 26 bus to the acre. The 
area under crop was 403,933 greater this 
year than last. It is estimated that the 
percentage of wheat marketed by the 
farmers of Manitoba upto December 
was 58 per cent, a total of 23,479,287 bus. 

Winnipeg, Dec. 14. A. H. BAILEY. 





Bradstreet’s reports the exports of 
corn from the Atlantic and Gulf ports 
last week at 641,000 bus, against 1,301,000 
last year. Exports from July 1 approx- 
imated 26,023,000 bus, against 4,094,000 
last year. 


Coopers’ Chips 


Conducted by FREDERICK J. CLARK. 
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The use by the mills for the week 
ended Saturday of 82,300 barrels, repre- 
sented the consumption of approximate- 
ly 334,000 patent hoops, €6,000 hickory 
hoops and 324,000 wire hoops. 


For the week ended Saturday, flour- 
barrel stock was unloaded by Minneap- 
olis shops as follows: staves, 12 cars; 
heading, 6%; wire hoops, 1; oak staves, 
1; hoop poles, 1; coiled elm hoops, 2; 
total, 23%. 

George W. Critten, who for several 
years has been northwestern manager 
for the Northwestern Cooperage & Lum- 
ber Co. and Tindle & Jackson, will in 
the future also represent J.T. Wylie & 
Co. of Saginaw, Mich. All three -are 
representative cooperage concerns, 
and Mr. Critten could not have a more 
favorable source from which to draw 
barrel stock of highest quality and in 
any quantity desired. They not only 
make good stock, but make it an in- 
violable rule to live up to contracts un- 
der all conditions, whatever the cost. 
Mr. Critten in the eight years that he 
has sold barrel stock in the northwest, 
has built up a reputation for fair deal- 
ing and enjoys the confidence and good 
will of those with whom he has had 
business relations to an unusual degree. 
He will continue to have his office in 
the Guaranty building at Mineapolis. 


Surprising as is the statement, the 
Minneapolis mills last week used 5,- 
000 more barrels than in the week before. 
This was in the face of a smaller flour 
output, and hence a larger proportion of 
the flour was packed in wood. The 
week’s sales were larger than for 
the corresponding time a year ago, and 
much smaller than in 1901. The make 
of barrels ran slightly short of the sales. 
A tendency to curtail the flour output 
has begun to show itself, and with two 
or more mills idle this week, the con- 
sumption of barrels will more than like- 
ly be smaller. 

The sales and make of flour barrels by five 
Minneapolis shops for the weeks ended on 
the dates given below, were: 





r Sales Make, 
1908. 1902. 1901. 1900. 1908. 
65,72! 100 





15,070 94,175 70,825 54,500 41,380 
*These figures include 2,850 half barrels, 

ad = barrels being counted as one full 
arrel. 


Aside from heading and staves being 
very scarce and high, barrel stock is 
without feature. Minneapolis shops 
continue to keenly feel the shortage of 
heading, one or two shops having much 
of the time scarcely a day’s run on hand. 
A car on track today would easily have 
sold at 10c per set—perhaps at even a 
higher price. Cold weather is expected 
to facilitate getting out timber in Wis- 
consin and coopers are hopeful of the 
stress for heading being relieved in 
some degree, at a comparatively early 
date. Staves are in demand, but no one 
seems to have any for sale. Therefore 
there is no established market price for 
them. Some manufacturers have staves 
partially air-dried and they will under- 
take to finish the process of drying by 
running them through dry kilns. There 
is more or less talk about future con- 
tracts, but nothing very tangible. In 
one or two instances, $11 has been 
named as a possible price by manufac- 
turers, but the cooper deems this wholly 
out of line, and is not disposed to pay 
any such prices, feeling that he has 
everything to gain and nothing to lose 
by deferring the placing of contracts. 

The attached quotations of barrel 
stock f. o. b. cars at Minneapolis are in 
the main nominal: 

Michigan staves, M, prompt.... $18.00 @13.50 
Basswood flour heading, set..... 10 @ .10% 
Gum flour heading, set.......... 08 @ .08% 
Gum flour staves, M.. .......... 11.00 @ 11.60 





Gum, 30-inch staves, M.......... ..... @ 

BIGKOFY HOOPS, POF M.. i... .esccce cocs @ 6.50 

Patent hoops, per M.............. 10.00 @10 50 

Southern patent hoops.......... 9.50 @10.00 

Plain wire hoops M.............. 6.50 @...... 

Head linings, car load, M....... ..... @ .80 

Head linings, small lots, M...... ..... @ .40 
Flour barrels— 

4 patent and 4 hickory hoops.... .45 

© PT OOD caccccceasccescces 45 @.. 

6 hickory and 2 patent hoops... .46 @.. 

4 patent and 4 wire hoops....... 45 @ 

8-patent-hoop barrels............ AB Beeecer 

TP RIOROEE DOOD ss <ccccestacvcicces AB Boece 

12 hickory hoop (280 Ibs.)........ 4834@...... 


% * 


Reports from Wisconsin last week were 
that there was a fair quantity of snow 
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on the ground, and the advent of freez- 
ing weather must have made conditions 
favorable for logging. In northern 
Michigan there is plenty of snow. Eight 
inches are reported to have fallen Satur- 
day in the section about Grand Rapids, 
followed by a freezing temperature. 


Milwaukee correspondence: Milwau- 
kee coopers are holding their prices 
firmly and quote as follows f.o.b: No. 
lelm flour staves, $13@14 per M; flour 
heading, 10@l1lc per set; patent hoops, 
$10 per M; hickory hoops, $6; flour bar- 
rels,8 patent hoop, 46c; round hoops, 
46c; head linings, 12-inch, 65¢c per M; 18- 
inch, 80c; pork barrels, $1.23@1.25; lard 
tierces, $1.60; oak tierce hoops, $20. 

Special reports from northwestern 
shops outside ot Minneapolis as to the 
use of flour barrels are as follows: 


No. -—Barrels—~ No. Yearago, 
shops. Sold. Made. shops. Sold. 





Dec. 12.. 10,477 =s:11,196 3=969 ~=—10,127 
Dec. 5... 35,444 28,252 8 8,104 
Nov. 28.. 20,079 §=26,888 7 7,270 
Nov. 21.. -. 9 89,365 25,050 8 10,716 
TOW. Tbe. wes 20,484 24,970 7 7,726 
POWs oi vie 26,815 25,118 6 6,582 
2 | 10 = 86,342 81,667 9. 15,825 
i See 9 25, 31,451 9 654 
Sc | ae 10 =87,045 29,404 8 10,989 
gg) SS NS 9 84,640 29,981 8 638 


Shops reporting are situated at Shakopee, 
Cannon Falls, Red ing, Winona, Hast- 
ings, New Ulm, and Mankato, Minn. 

Stock unloaded during the week by the 
shops reporting consisted of 2 cars elm 
staves, lcar gum staves,lcar wire hoops 
and 1 car heading. 





CURRENT MAILS 


John J. Bartlett, manager Millers’ 
Exporting Co. of Nebraska, Omaha, 
Dec. 12: Millers complain that sales of 
flour are very small. Dealers appear to 
have been filled up. However, this con- 
dition may arise from the closeness of 
the holidays, merchants naturally wish- 
ing to have as little stock as possi- 
ble for the new year. Prices are well 
maintained, perhaps because of the fact 
that the price of wheat prevents the 
miller from making any reduction in 
present prices of flour. ‘'he demand 
for millfeed has increased since the ad- 
vent of colder weather and everything 
in this line can be placed at good fig- 
ures. The export trade is extremely 
dull; foreign buyers appear to be out of 
the market. The few bids made are 
lower than millers can possibly accept. 

Eagle Roller Mill Co., New Ulm, 
Minn., Dec. 12: Inactivity has charac- 
terized the flour trade this week; buyers 
seem to be a unit in the idea to buy hand 
to mouth, and we do not look for any 
material improvement until after the 
holidays. There is some foreign in- 
quiry, but importers’ views as to values 
are such that business with them at this 
time is impossible. Branisin very good 
demand, while middlings and low 
grades drag. Movement of wheat is 
very liberal, though the fall of snowin 
the last few days has curtailed receipts 
to some extent. Good sleighing is in 
sight and if this becomes a reality, we 
expect receipts to continue heavy. 

Globe Milling Co., Perham, Minn., 
Dec. 12: Domestic flour trade in last 
week was good but the advance in rates 
has made it difficult to sell on satisfac- 
tory basis. However, we have enough 
booked to keep us going full time until 
March 1. We receive an occasional for- 
eign inquiry, but bids are about Is too 
low to permit business. Demand for 
bran is good, but it is rather slow for 
middlings. Wheat receipts are running 
about 30 per cent under those at the 
same time last year. Our crop in yield 
will run 35 per cent less than the 1902 
crop. 

H. P. Gallaher, manager Northwest- 
ern Consolidated Miling Co., Dec. 12: 
Trade during the week has been very 
quiet. ‘There was some foreign inquiry 
for first clear and low grades, but sales 
were extremely light. It has been im- 
possible to sell patent for export, 
prices ruling on the other side being far 
below our level. Holiday duliness 
seems to be on in full force and we do 
not look for much improvement before 
about the middle of January. While 
feed is a trifle lower, there is a good de- 
mand. 


Andrews & Co., Minneapolis, Dec. 14: 
There has been some first clear worked 
for export recently. The demand, how- 
ever, is not very brisk, as the feeling 
abroad seems to be for lower prices. 
Second clear is quiet, some going to 
domestic trade. Bids for export are too 
low. Bran, middlings and red-dog are 
firmer, though little is changing hands, 
those willing to sell not being numer- 
ous. 


Chapin & Co., Minneapolis, Dec. 14: 
During the week, red-dog has declined 
25c per ton and is now steady around 
$16.75 f.0.b. Minneapolis, Bran is some- 
what firmer, with increasing demand in 
the east, owing to colder weather. 
Standard middlings are moving slowly 
at about 25c per ton less than bran. 
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THE MARKETS 


WEEK’S FLOUR OUTPUT—FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC FLOUR AND GRAIN PRICES—FREIGHT RATES— 
EXPORTS OF FLOUR—SUMMARY OF SITUATION BY NORTHWESTERN MILLER CORRESPONDENTS 


Kansas City 


Dec. 15.—[Special Telegram.] — Fol- 
lowing are quotations for all grades of 
hard winter wheat flour, in car-load or 
round lots, f.o.b. Kansas City, in jute, 
per bbl, today (Tuesday): 


EPCOT TET Tee CERT Tere $8.35@3.65 
EN $ax0saveccvscasesece<nssceeeven 3.05@8.25 
DE A AGnupnn cc cnescces cnet scascossoe ses 2.60@2.90 
PT Oro cacncccascncsoccscceseesces 2.00@ 2.30 


Established differentials are observed in 
quoting flour in wood or cotton packages. 

Quotations to central states’ domestic 
trade are based on $3.65at Kansas City for 
standard long patents in quarter-barrel 
cottons. 

Local prices in Kansas are $3.90 per bbl in 
cotton. 

¥ * 


Dec. 12.—WH EAT—The cash situation 
was practically unchanged. All good 
wheat was taken by local mills and 
shippers who are distributing it to the 
four points of the compass. No. 2 hard 
was selling at exactly the same prices 
on Saturday as prevailed the previous 
week. No.3 was from a half to a cent 
lower and the very low grades, which 
were unfit for milling met with the 
usual indifferent demand, owing to the 
quietness of the export trade. 

Today’s cash prices were: 

Hard wheat—No. 2, 71%@72c; No. 8, 674%@ 
70%e; No. 4, 61@67%4e. 

Soft wheat—No. 2, 80@88c; No. 8, 78@8lc; 
No. 4, 72@77c. 

CORN—Receipts of new are gradually 
increasing but most of the corn is grad- 
ing from No. 3 to no grade, as it is still 
arriving in very poor condition. An 
average price of 3744c was stubbornly 
maintained for May corn throughout the 
week but the new corn ranged in price 
from 34c to 36c and was taken largely 
to fill local feeders’ orders. 

Today’s cash prices were: 

Mixed corn—No. 2, old, 39%c: new, 87@38c; 
No. 8. old, 39%c; new, 354%c; No. 4, old, 38¢c, 
new, 84@385c. 





WEEK’S RECEIPTS Dec. 13, 
Dec. 12, Dec. 6, 1902. 
DE cuccues seteasecs eaveeee. © Saneabe 
Wheat, bus........ 1,025,600 1,016,860 384,800 
Porn: DUS... .ce-cece 155.200 153,600 428,800 
AEE, WEB. 0 2. 0sccee 99,600 98,400 105,600 
Barley, bus....... 14,000 of | ee 
eS ee 8,800 5,600 1,600 
NE ee co vecc: ceesceices. § epvedice 2,400 
Millfeed, tons.... 165 165 225 
WEEK’S SHIPMENTS 
Flour, bbls........ 28,200 83,600 16,800 
Wheat, bus........ 715,200 950,400 327,200 
GTR, DUBicc.cccces 84,800 69,600 399,200 
MR cnendse<e 60,000 92,400 90,000 
Barley, bus....... 13,000 ree 
cccsecses buasbease 10,400 2,400 
PU  cccndecs: aéébnadac . Sesenns 800 
Millfeed, tons..... 1,230 1,260 705 
St. Louis 


Dec. 15.—-[ Special Telegram.]—Grow- 
ing crop is well protected by a plentiful 
fall of snow which fortunately came be- 
fore the cold weather arrived. There 
was also rain before the snow, so the 
crops have plenty of moisture. The 
flour market remains quiet. Slight im- 
provement in domestic demand. No 
business in soft winters. Keed market 
is firm with offerings light. 

The following are the quotations on 
winter wheat flour and other products, 
per 196 lbs in wood, f.o.b. St. Louis, to- 
day: 

Red winter— 


MERON, - ccs seen ancaicnes ecuene $4.20@4.30 
I onc cacdrcesscovecneuens 8 90@4.00 
NT ET on con saeeenencaeaceekes 8.75@8.85 
DI Cai eeladeccataieessotenenced anes, Maun 
Medium and low grade (jute)....... 2.40@2.70 
DU rn. cccscaneasabaraaae sees cece ae 00@3.15 
I 240-04 ccasesapune ceaneass -30@.... 
Grits, hominy and pearl meal...... 2.60@.... 


Prices in jute and 9%8-lb cotton packages 
a”e 20c per bb] less than wood. 

Hard winter wheat grades f.o.b. St. 
Louis are quotable per barrel as follows: 





PIRERMOG CREO)... siccvnnccceccaseeee $3.70@8.80 
Straight (jute).... -- 3.50@3.60 
Clear (jute) ........-cescccccccceccceces 200@8.25 
Low grades to second clears (jute). 2.40@2.70 


¥* ¥* 

Dec. 12.—MILLFEED—Dullness pre- 
vailed throughout the week. Offerings 
were light which caused a firm tenden- 
cy. Bran is still scarce at higher prices. 
The following are the quotations per 100 
lbs: St. Louis soft wheat c-ran, 76c in 
large, and 78c in 100-lb sacks; bulk at 
country points, 72@74c; hard wheat 
bran, 75c; middlings, sv@90c, according 
to quality; mixed feed, 8u@s8lc for soft 
and 78e for hard wheat. 

OAT PRODUCTS—Business remains 
quiet, demand still being light and 
good milling oats scarce. Prices f.o.b. 
St. Louis are: rolled oats, $4.50; oat- 


meal, $5; oatfeed, $11@13; crushed feed, 
$16@18. 

WHEAT—Good demand for contract 
grades of soft wheat by the elevators, 
but only in slight demand by millers. 
Receipts of better grades were liberal. 
Hard wheat was ee! taken by both 
local and outside millers at slightly 


lower prices than the week previous. 

Wheat received at St. Louis for the 
week ending Saturday in carloads, in- 
pected as follows: 





Dec. 13, 
Dec. 12. Dec. 5. 1902. 
261 275 
lll 95 186 
21 19 
61 41 15 
110 158 83 
57 62 26 
Spring and other grades 86 99 35 
PONS is occvcdsdevesese 707 744 363 


Prices of sample grain quoted f.o.b. 
St. Louis are: 





WHEAT 
No. 2 red 90%4@.... 
No. 8red 88 @ss4 
No. 2 hard’ . 77 @78% 
No. 8 hard*.. . 71 @75% 
CORN 
POOR TINO. ccs cesbacacecvevesecasee <see @43% 
Dash ay MEINE fciewcc axe we vinowasedeeees. ees @4l 
a ee eee @48 
PN. I os visccncrcncescowocasteeese: 2005 @42 
OATS 
INT Os oes ian ctcce seccwestaeeece 374@38 
es OF is:55 <sseeneneesencnseseecben. cove @35% 
DE has oa cccccibsisnce cosetseneess, nag 
DU Ra conks vate dace ccccccceccuwes 8714@38% 


*Top prices quoted are for Turkey hard 
wheat. 
Stocks of grain in St. Louis public 
elevators are: Same week 
Bus. 1902. 








Wheat -- 4,918,898 4,200,000 
Corn -- 14,568 1,094,198 
Oats. -- 110,063 20,012 
Rye. - 86,841 82,145 


Barley. 36,622 


Principal grades— 


No. 2 red wheat...........0.. 8,879,588 1,442,547 
No. 2 hard wheat.. -- 842,454 21,589 
No. 2 mixed corn. 11,554 696,185 





No. 2 white corn............. ge ess 65,734 
No. 2 yellow corn.......... a (pene.  Teedecen 
No. 2 mixed oats ..........00 28,995 2,560 
No. 2 white oats.............. e Saerrr 
WHO. BUS Gesccsccccsecedsvecscese 12,299 14,976 


Following are the receipts and ship- 
ments of flour and grain at St. Louis 
during the week ended Saturday, with 
comparisons: 


RECEIPTS Dec. 18, 
Dec. 12. Dec. 5. 1902. 

Flour, bbls........... 50,9385 47,095 55,785 
Wheat, bus........... 627,443 698,427 382,883 
CORR. BOB iicccccctiseces 174,600 1'2,860 910,890 
Oats, DUS... cccocccece 801,050 291,600 202,500 
PO WUE  vcvcccecscses 36,000 i 19,215 
BOTIOT, BUS cecccccoee 68,000 67,000 75,000 

SHIPMENTS 
Flour, bbls........... 64,300 72,615 76,275 
WROGE, BOBicccccccces 286,400 :550 495,860 
oT ee 160,700 161,510 875,485 
RR TRE. cn cceaacnens 178,300 194,215 164,810 
REO, IIB cnc dacceseces 17,900 17,595 64,265 





Chicago 


Dec. 15.—[Special Telegram.]—While 
the output of flour here this week will 
show a gain over last week it is not due 
to improved trade. Sales of flour are 
few in number and aggregate bookings 
are light. City millers are complaining 
relative to sales, also on account of 
lack of directions on old orders. They 
are asking $3.85 per bbl bulk for first 
spring patents. Quotations are: 


SPRING WHEAT FLOUR 


Leading Minneapolis brands, % 
sacks or wood, per 196 lbs, Chicago 
terms, to jobbers, less lic being 






allowed for brokerage ............. @.. 
Minnesota hard wheat patent % 

sacks or wood, per 196 lbs.......... 4.20@4.40 
Minnesota hard wheat straight, 140 

St NE cctnsuensnde econ scancebaenaank 8.70@3.95 
Minnesota clear, 140 Ibs jute......... 8.05@8.20 
Second clear, 140 lbs jute............ 2.35@2.45 
Low grade, 140 lbs jute ..........--ee- 2.15@2.30 
Red-dog, 140 Ibs jute............seee0- 2.05@2.20 

WINTER WHEAT FLOUR 

Patents, southern, 196 lbs jute. -» 4,10@4.25 
Straights, southern, 196 lbs jut - 8.856@4.05 
Clear, southern, 196 lbs jute... 3.385@38.55 


Patents, Wisconsin, 196 lbs jute..... 3.80@8.95 

Straights, Wisconsin, 196 lbs jute... 3.50@38.70 

Clear, Wisconsin, jute ............06- 8.10@8.25 
* 

Dec. 12.—BUCKWHEAT FLOU R—Of- 
ferings have not been as large this sea- 
son as in former years and prices have 
remained about stationary at $2.35(@2.45 
per 100 lbs in grain bags. 

MILLFEED — Irregularity in city 
mills’ prices continues, pede MPa’ to or- 
ders already booked, one mill being sold 
ahead for several days and is asking 25 





@50c a ton for both bran and middlings 
over the values asked by other concerns. 
Nominally the quotation for bran, for 
fairly prompt delivery, is $15 per ton 
bulk, $15.50@15.75 for standard mid- 
dlings and $16 for a fancy grade of 
standard middlings. The sales have 
been more satisfactory than a week ago 
and the millers are pretty well supplied 
with orders. 


RYE FLOU R—Certain mills are ask- 
ing as high as $2.90 per bbl in jute sacks 
of 140 Ibs for best grade while other pat- 
ents are offered as low as §2.65. he 
market is somewhat weaker and the de- 
mand not as active as a few days ago. 


ROLLED OATS—The nominal quota- 
tion is $4.20@4.50 in wood, of 180 Ibs. 
Demand quiet. 


MILLING WHEAT—Week’s receipts 
amounted to 208,070 bus, compared with 
917,800 a week ago. Shipments amount- 
ed to 176,050 against 1,646,530 a week ago. 
The decrease is attributed to the clos- 
ing of lake navigation and also to the 
light demand from interior millers. 
Choice soft wheat grades are in good 
request, No. 2 red selling Saturday at 
8244@84'%c for shipment and fresh ar- 
rivals, f.o.b., at 87@88c. No. 2 hard, in 
a local way, sold at 80(@8lc and at river 
points at 78c while No. 3 hard sold at 77 
f@79c on the local exchange. Choice 
spring wheat was of a good sale while 
the ge grades were negleeted even 
by the elevator concerns. No. 1 north- 
ern in store was quoted Saturday at 79@ 
80%ce and fresh arrivals, f.o.b., at 86c. 

CORN GOODS — Demand improved. 
Better prices for grits were named by 
eastern buyers and importers than bid 
here but within ten days sales have been 
made in Chicago on the basis of 87@88c 
per 100 lbs bulk. Hominy feed is also 
in good request at $16.75@17 per ton bulk. 
The local mills are sold ahead on nearly 
all their product. 

Receipts and shipments for the week 
were: 











REOEIPTS 
Dec. 12, Dec.5, Dec. 138, 
1908. 1903. 1902. 
Flour, bbls......... 208.070 205,055 160,182 
Wheat, bus.. - 705,450 917,800 663,491 
Corn, bus.. - 1,828,558 1,266,200 1,009,430 
Oats, bus.. - 1,764,630 1,490,648 1,440,100 
ee 67,060 67,465 91,925 
Barley, bus........- 779,578 783,743 402,300 
SHIPMENTS - 

Flour, bbls......... 176,050 148,844 97,076 
heat, bus.. --- 237,916 1,646,524 83,415 
Corn, bus. 520,095 1,482,625 600,913 
Oats, bus 809,282 1,117,910 1,223,800 
Rye, bus... - 40,324 21,049 19,670 
Barley, bus......... 118,590 180,265 82,940 


The detailed stocks in the various 
ositions were as follows Dec. 7, in 





ushels: Public Private 

elevators. elevators. Total. 
WERK... cccccccccccs 393, 2,961,000 5,354,000 
inc cncvcnccconsces 1,152,000 2,141,000 8,294,000 
WE watecc ccnsineens 1,225,000 1,896,000 8,121,000 
i ci sav cisecacesace 267.000 1°6,000 438,000 
PT ke navcnnessass 229,000 825,000 554,000 

Milwaukee 


Dec. 15.—[Special Telegram.]—An ad- 
vance to 50c for barrels caused millers 
to raise their prices to $4.55@4.65 today 
for hard spring patents in wood. Busi- 
ness was only moderate, however, and 
shipping directions came in slowly. 
Millstuffs were steady at $15.25 for 
sacked bran and $15.24@15.50 for fine 
middlings. Flour quotations today, 
per 196 lbs, in wood, are as follows: 


Hard spring patent, wood........... $4.50@4.60 
Hard spring straight, wood......... 4.25@ 4.85 
Export patent, sacks...... «+++ 3,80@8.90 


Export straight, sacks 
First clear, sacks...... 
Second clear, sacks......... 
Low grade, city, 98 Ibs, sack 
Rye flour, city, 196 lbs, wood 
Rye flour, country, 98-lb sacks ‘ 

These prices are quoted f. o. b. Milwaukee. 

A discount of 20c per bbl from prices in 
wood is made on flour in 140-lb jute, 98-lb 
jute and 98-lb cotton sacks. 

ae 

Dec, 12.—MI LLFEED—Was firm, and 
a fairly active demand was reported 
while local supplies were small and 
bran was scarce. Prices ranged at $15.25 
@15.50 for sacked bran, $15.25@15.50 for 
standard fine middlings; $18@18.50 for 
flour middlings and $15.50 for rye feed. 
Receipts were fairly large from the in- 
terior, but inadequate to supply the re- 
quirements of shippers. 

WHEAT—Was held firmly, a decline 
of %c when futures broke 3@4c being 
followed by a quick reaction to the best 
prices of the week. A brisk demand ex- 
isted for choice milling grades and 
medium to ordinary qualities were mod- 






erately active. Offerings were only fair 
and quality ordinary. No. 1 northern 
ranged at 838@844c, No. 2 at 80@88c, No. 
3 spring at 65@75c, No. 4 at 60(@68c, not 
graded 67c, No. 2 hard winter 79(@8(c, 
No. 3 winter 75c, macaroni 67c. 


CORN—Was firm for the choice old, 
while new was slow. Arrivals of new 
were mostly wet and soft, and were difii- 
cult to dispose of being unfit for crib- 
bing or warehousing. No.3 ranged at 
464 @47 4c for old and 42@43c new, 474@ 
48c No.3 yellow forold and 434@44c new 
and 44@44% not graded. 


OATS—Were firm and choice sold free- 
ly to the local feed trade, but other 
grades were dull and mixtures unsalable 
except at low prices. Receipts were 
moderate and the quality poor. Stand- 
ard ranged at 36144@37\%4c, No. 3 white at 
34%4@37c, and No. 3 at 324@35c. 

RY E—Was firm and in active demand, 
the supply of choice being inadequate 
to supply requirements, but low grades 
were dull and difficult to place. Re- 
ceipts were fairin quality. Sales ranged 
at 564(@57c for No. 1, 54@56c No. 2, 50@ 
58¢c No. 3 and 57c not graded. 

The movement of flour, grain and 
millfeed last week was, with compari- 
sons, as follows: 


RECEIPTS 
Dec. 12, Dec.5, Dec. 13, 
1908. 1908. 1902. 
PIGUET, BiB. cesccces 40,600 98,850 45,715 
WERE, POS. cscessce 266,640 260,480 183,200 
2 a 48,700 21,850 80,400 
oe eee 180,700 127,400 100,100 
452,900 
81,200 
449 
180,940 
38,800 
8,100 
72,600 
282,500 
28,210 
6,756 








Buffalo 


Dec. 15.—[Special Telegram.]—Flour 
continues quiet, buyers bidding lower. 
Millers firm. Millfeed dull but holders 
are strong in their views. Quotations, 
per 196 lbs in wood, are: 

Best patent, spring -34.60@4.90 
. 4.50@ 4.10 





Clear, spring.. - 8.70@3.95 
Patent, winter . 4.86@4.75 
Straight, winter 8.90@4.10 


[ 8.60@8.75 
seubabceuscencescatecaesensancescesay Gere 


¥* 


Dec. 12.—MILLFEED—Quotations to- 
day are: 





Bulk. Sacks. 
RO ge nc chasssnaciosess ene $16.75 17.75 
Standard middlings............ 16 75 17.75 
Spring mixed feed............. se... 18.75 
WOE MEIN ons |. crnccscese eevee 21.25 
Winter bran, fancy.... - 18.25 18.75 
Winter middlings....... . 20.75 21.75 
Winter middlings, fancy . 21.75 22.75 
Winter mixed feed....... . 1900 20.00 
BEOWIINT TOO. os occ cs vnecece . 19.00 20.25 
Gluten feed..............seeeeees 22.25 23.25 
Red-dog flour, 140-Ib........... ...-. 21.75 
Cornmeal, coarse ............+. 19.00 20.00 
es SE Be cc cescgeaccics @- 060 22.00 
OCGOROGREGOE TIGR osc c ccc cccccccs ecces 24.75 
Kolled oats. barrel, wood...... ..... 4.50 


SPRING WHEAT—This market is 
through with stuff to arrive, only one 
cargo afloat on the way, and the owne:s 
of the wheat are anxious concerning t! 
delivery. The best limit for c.i.f. nov 
here was 2%c over New York May, 
and very little offered. Limits wi! 
work higher next week on No.1 nort! 
ern; No. 2 hard winter is still offered «i 
2c under New York May, but no bus 
ness reported, winter wheat very scarc? 
and strong. Prices are as follows: 





No. 1 northern, Duluth, c.1.f........ ....@3! 
No. 1 northern, spot, car lots. 0 OK 
No. 2 red, on track..........++. *: @s 
BRO. 9 WHILE, OF BEBO. 0 cs ccscccceccce @> 


CORN—Unsettled; light demand, an‘ 
only a fair supply, mostly low, whiv' 
is not wanted here at any fair pri 
Receipts of cool and sweet corn a’ 
light, and present prices selling on i*- 
rival. Old corn in store, easy; closi!4 
No. 8 yellow old, 52c; No. 3 yello: 
51%c; No. 3 yellow new, 49%c; No. 
yellow, 47%; No. 3 corn, 46%@47¢c; co 
and sweet, 43@45%c, through billec; 
No. 3 yellow old, in store, 7%c No. 
corn 7c, No. 8 corn 5e over Chica; 
May. 

OATS—Quiet, but owing to light ¥ 
ceipts prices are strong. No. 2 whit, 
40%c; No.3 white, 39%c; No. 4 white, 
88%4c; No. 2 mixed, 38¢c, through billed; 
No. 3 white, in store, 39%c. 
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SUAS SAMANASAMMNIATHIAE 


December 16, 1903 


BARLE Y—Maltsters are taking a few 
lots of the better grades around 56@62c 
in store. Low grades at 50@5lc are ufg- 

ently offered, while anything above 
is considered good property. Track, 

60@65e asked. 

RYE—Firmer; good inquiry No. 1, 
62c; No. 2, 61¢ asked c.i. f.; store, No. 1, 
60%e3 No. "2, 59%e. 





Detroit 


Dec. 15.—[ Special Telegram.]—Flour 
demand is good with a little castern 
aod a good deal of southern buying. 
: oreigners are inquiring but are usually 

too low in their ideas. Straights and 
clears are active. Prices of flour in 
wood, car lots, f.o.b. are as follows, per 

136 lbs, with the differentials on other 
J ackages as agreed upon by the Millers’ 
}ederation; 


Michigan patent, best......... 






--$4.60@4.70 
4 55 





).ichigan patent, ordinary . -50@4, 
Michigan straight.......... 4.10@4.15 
: ichigan clear...... éecae 8.90@4.00 
Michigan low grade .............-.... 8.40@38.50 
Soring patent ee aayen). satu 4.50@ 4.60 
Minnesota patent............e.ceeecee 4.70@4.75 
} innesota pcoeanga Res ghca awe axe - 8.70@3.75 
PUFO EVO, Fee tec cece ccccecces 3.45@... 
se, fee --. 8.86@.... 
9.2 Ge 7h: 3 ee --- 3.80@.... 
Buckwheat, 100108; <<< csccvevcseves §.25@5.30 
¥* ¥* 


Dec. 12..—MILLFEED— The demand 
snows improvement and wheat feed- 
s'uffs are in active demand. Corn 
goods are active and lower. Prices in 
— per ton (2,000 lbs), are as follows 
in car lots: 


C racked COFD, ...cccccccccccccccccccs 
CORRME BUT ENGOE, ocnsccsccecccoseces seven @ 
MiIMGEN PEN ona cReuaciecsncesecese. exes 
Corn and oat chop 

CEREAL PRODUCTS—Trade is very 
quiet. Rolled oats are firm owing to the 
sirength in the oats market, but lower 
prices are quoted for corn goods. Prices 
in wood, car lots, with the usual differ- 
entials for other packages, are as fol- 
lows: 


RORGU GR, See tic cccesccchsuncteces $4.50@.... 
Rolled wheat, 100 Ibs.................- 2.50@.... 
Yellow granulated meal, 200 lbs.... 2.25@2.80 
Yellow cream meal, 200 Vis@iosncasseses 2.15@2.20 
White granulated meal, 200 Ibs. ae 2.25@2.30 
W hite cream meal, | OR ee 2.15@2.20 
White corn flour. 200 Ibs.............. 2.85@2.95 


WHEA'T—The market is off abouta 
cent and there is no increased activity. 
Receipts are as small as ever and orders 
here from the mills in the east are not 
being filled. There had been some 
complaint that the fields were too dry 
and the new crop was in danger of suf- 
fering, but there has recently been a 
od fall of snow and conditions are 
reatly improved. The feeling in the 
market was easy at the close. 


GRAIN PRICES 


me go 


Previous 
weeks’ 


Opening. Range. Close. close, 








No. 2 red wheat..... 9034 89%4@91 8934 9034 

December.......... 9034 89'4@91 89% 9034 
ES See ee 8734 8634@88 87% 8754 
No. 1 white wheat.. 9034 89'4@91 8934 9034 

NO. SGORM. ccccseceee 46 46 @46% 46% 46 

No.8 yellow corn.. 484% 48 @48% 48% 48 
NO. SEMO cccscscecuns 88% 59 @60 60 388% 
RECEIPTS Dee. 18, 

Dec. 12. Dec. 5. 1902. 
Fiour, bbls...... nentaws 200 9,200 6,000 
W heat, bus...... ae "17; 374 182,116 71,416 
Corn, DUS......0. .- 64,102 139,778 255,947 
OAtG, BiiBss ccs. see -- 62,548 69,315 91,211 
BY@; Wiiiietscccuctscseens 2,014 8,337 87,703 
F our, bbls 8,600 6,400 
V heat, bus 4 681 8,841 
Corn, bus...... satenencs 22,332 27,481 2,270 
Ont@ Sis shncucesetacas 11,851 18,951 6,217 
BY@, Willen scctcccesavee 2,450 7, 374 7,851 
DETROIT STOCKS Dec. 18, 

Dec. 12. Dec. 5. 1902. 
W heat, DUS... c..ecceee 325,581 821,472 629,781 
Cc ; 185,248 218,544 
( = 839 64,406 
: aa 4,612 








Duluth 


Dec. 14.—Quotations to jobbers for car 
round lots of flour net per 196 lbs 
-b. mills are: 


= 


Monday. Year ago. 
8.80 





F st patent, wood...... $4.85@4.55 -80@3.95 
S cond patent, wood... 4.25@4.45 8.60@8.85 
8 raight, wood..... 4.15@4.35  8.50@8.75 
F ney clear, jute 15@3.35 2.50@2.75 
FE port clear, jute. -- 8.05@8.25 2.40@2.65 
Low grade, jute.......... 2.05@2.15 1.90@2.00 
FLOUR OUTPUT 
1908, bbls. 1902, bbls. 1901, bbls. 
1) ¢. 12.. 10,000 Dee. 18.. 27,650 Dec. 14.. 19,690 
Dc. 5.. 25,140 Dec. 6.. 82,140 Dec. 7.. 24,740 
N \v.28.. 87,885 Nov.29.. 47,040 Nov.380.. 28.520 
Nv.21.. 86,120 Nov.22.. 49,7830 Nov.28.. 26,240 
EXPORTS 
1 ¢,12.. 2,500 Dec. 18.. 8,760 Dec. 14.. 8,960 
Dac, 8,500 Dec. 6.. 88,790 Dec. 7.. 41,685 
N v.28.. 20/350 Nov. 29.. 16,000 Novy. 80.. 21,000 


v.21. 5,590 Nov.22.. 32,795 Nov. 28.. 21,000 


MI LLFEED—Market is quiet with no 
nw features. Demand absorbs the lim- 
it d production. Quotations unchanged. 





THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


Mlilers ask the following prices per 
ton, 200-lb sacks, car lots: 
Monday. Year ago. 
Bran, 200-Ib sacks....$14.75@15.25 $13.50@..... 
Shorts, 200-lb sacks.. 15 75@16.25 18.50@..... 
ae hth 200-Ib 
Siw eedbonccs «+. 15.75@16.25 16.25@..... 
Mined feeds.i<.:..5>- 16.25@16.75 14.50@..... 
Where 100-lb sacks are ordered, 50c per 
ton is added. 
Closing prices of coarse grain today 
were as follows: 
Oats—To arrive, 34740; track, 84%4c. 
Rye—To arrive, 51%c; track, 51¢c. 
Barley—Sample,34@52c. 
WEEK’S RECEIPTS 





Dec. 12. Dec. 6, Dec. 13, 
1908, 1908. 1902. 

Wheat......... 569,261 1,117,177 862,979 

eee Se 50,358 72,719 12,857 

Barley......... 49,879 129,372 88,218 

oy Se. 88,859 46,551 11,119 

Wiaxsecd Ries 681,859 1,100,904 548,718 
SHIPMENTS 

Wheat......... 126,309 1,480,844 2,781 

Oats... 62,016 359,813 7,845 

Barley A 89,943 692,665 166,820 

TO <6 sce - 60,284 OF | ere Te 

Flaxseed ee See *246,875 1,826,183 58,393 

*A float. 


WHEAT—December braced up Mon- 
day to 2c under May, against 2c last 
week. This was on account of buying 
by local mills, that are compelled to get 
stocks from hand to mouth and run 
short at that. This indicates present 
conditions. After Christmas, unless 
conditions change, there will be but one 
mill running here fora while. Prices 
for the week have held about steady 
with May declining under 80%c and ad- 
vancing to 81%c. While the eye of the 
trade seems to be riveted on a so-called 
Armour deal, the facts as to supplies 
and the news from the country will 
probably maintain prices near this lev- 
el. Prices are now only about 6c above 
last year. Stocks of wheat at the Head 
of the Lakes now amount to 1,271,700 
bus, against 891,460 the week before and 
3,354,300 last year. There was an in- 
crease this week of 380,240 bus, against 
an increase this week last year of 694,160. 
Closing prices have been as follows: 


—To arrive.— 

No,1,N. No 1H. No.1,N. Dec. May. 
Monday....... - 80% # 82 80% 7954 82if 
Tuesday....... 8044 81% 8044 79% 81% 
Wednesday... 794 8 79% 78% 81 
Thursday...... 794% 8034 79% 78% 980% 
Friday......... 7954 814 7954 7 81% 
Saturday. 81 





80% 5 81 

Dec. 15, 1903.... 7854 7454 785% 7394 76% 

FLAXSEED—Continues to pour in, 
with the end of the movement, as usu- 
al, only a week or two ahead. It con- 
tinues surprisingly large, and in the 
face of it prices do not decline, but ad- 
vance. This week’s advance has been 
about 2c, which has come in the latter 
part of the week. Trading has been 
large, running over 100,000 bus a day at 
times, but there has been no excitement. 
There are in store at the Head of the 
Lakes 4,490,075 bus of flaxseed, com- 
pared with 3,808,735 last week, and with 
2,327,100 last year. There was an in- 
crease last week of 681,340 bus, com- 
pared with an increase this week last 
year of 490,320. Closing prices have 
been as —e 


ash. To arrive. Dec. May. July. 
Monday..... : “936 $ 95% $ .95°4 $ .995% $1.00 
Tuesday..... 9534 95: 4 1.00% 
Wednesday. 84 9674 9674 1 00% 1.00% 
Thursday... 96 1.00 1.00% 
Friday ...... 9634 96% 9624 1.00% 1.01 
nee 9744 wi wi 1.0144 1.01% 
Monday..... 984 1.02% 1, 02% 
roe ais. Laie aise aie ease 24 





Boston 


Dec. 15.—[Special Telegram.|]—Flour 
market quiet but firm with the situation 
unchanged from a week ago. Millfeed 
strong with an advance of 25@50c per 
ton. Cottonseed and linseed meal firm 


but quiet. Quotations on flour, per 196 
lbs, are: 
Wisconsin, Minnesota and Dakota 

ON EE RRS eosccocecceese $4.80@5.10 


Ohio patent........ 
Ohio straight....... 
Ohio clear.......... 
Michigan patent...... 
Michigan straight 
Michigan clear.... .... 

Indiana patent......... 

Indiana straight........... 

Indiana clear ..........-e0% aE 
BR EE SI. occ cnccevneescrscene 





New York straight.................... 3.90@4.05 

Be EE I cons éccuccdcsvavetsace 8.75@38.95 

EE ran arcccccasessicadoeee 4.40@4.65 
* oa 


Dec. 12.—MILLFEED—Demand mod- 
erate for transit lots with a premium 
paid in some instances. Prices firmly 
held. Cottonseed and linseed meal in 
better demand at a slight advance in 
prices. Buffalo gluten and hominy feed 
unchanged. Quotations: 
Middlings,200-lb sacks, per ton....$19.50@24.00 
Bran, winter 200-lb sacks, per ton.. 19.75@20.00 
Bran, spring, 200-lb sacks.......... 19.25@19.50 





Red-dog, 140-lb sacks.............+2 +5 @24, 
Mixed feed, 200-1b sacks..... «+. 20.75@22.50 
Cottonseed meal, sacked... ey 
POUR BGO, DG acccocccceccece coces @24.00 
Buffalo gluten, sacked.... + o+ee-@25.50 


Hominy feed, sacked.............. «2s. @22.00 


- City heavy. DUIK....3- 


CEREAL PRODUCTS—Oatmeal mar- 
ket unchanged gh toe with a quiet de- 
mand reported. rnmeal is held at 
last week’s quotations with not much 
inquiry. Rye and graham flours slow 
of sale at unchanged quotations. Quo- 


tations: 

pe Re See or eer eres ce $4.75@5.00 
Cut and ground oatmeal......... --.. 5.25@6.55 
MMPUEETIINEEE. Sec bc ca cccce pcosevendavee 8.10@4.00 
br Perr eee rer 8.10@8,75 
Granulated cornmeal...............- 2.80@8 25 
Bolted cornmeal.............cessssee: 2.80@38.25 
Cornmeal, COmMmMmON..........-..+-+++ 2.35@2.40 


Receipts of flour, grain, millfeed and 
meal during the week were: 








1903. 1902. 
PIOUS, PRs ok cocccssins sescse | Dane 18,149 
Flour, sacks 46,750 81,205 
Wheat, bus 407,592 256, 
Corn, bus... +287 75,689 
Oats, bus... 160,809 98,552 
Millfeed, tons 426 
Cornmeal, bbls 260 
Oatmeal, bbls. 8,599 2,254 
Oatmeal. sacks 2,960 790 


Exports of flour, wheat and corn from 
Boston for the week ended Dec. 12, 
were: 


-— Flour — a. Corn, 

Pome all bbls. sacks. bus. 
Liverpool.. 175 =—s 2,125 BOOST 11,926 
Rotterdam... ..... 3,470 14,862 105,000 
Antwerp.. APPT ee TENE eb ewes 
Glasgow...... cvece |} = OID shears =. Wraetde 
ea aaa’) “sivas i ee 
Provinces... ere asia e 2,165 





Totals...... 5 28,270 339,978 
Since Jan. 1.. 18 889 985, 180 6,430,183 7,088,005 
Same time’02. 62. 429 1,178,256 15,197,796 

Receipts during the month of Novem- 
ber were: 


1903. 1902. 
War, Wns es ccd avousses sess 87,722 97,104 
Pe rr 0! 5 
We MN as ccc cecsoesccppans 989,552 1,622,440 
ry os Pama cknssehesesenere 741,621 174,688 
CPE RIN ino ovinneesecevsoessecee 497,363 503,972 
Millfeed. Ds risccacstahewns 1,316 1,200 
CRIs TPIENs 50 oc iv scccgvees 1,185 1,365 
Oatmeal, bbls................. 14,020 18,406 
Oatmeal, sacks................ 11,220 6,691 





New York 


Dec. 15.—[Special Telegram.]—Mar- 
kets dull and unchanged, but the tone 
is weaker to-day on the break in wheat. 
Limits are no lower, but there is no 








buying. Feedis dull and steady. Ex- 
port demand for wheat is flat. Quota- 
tions per 196 lbs are: 
Sacks. Wood 
BPTING CIOL. ...00sc0ecees $8.385@3.55 60@3.85 
Spring straight.... -- 3.75@4.00 4.05@ 4.85 
Spring patent....... eeeee 4.20@4.50 4.55@4.80 
oe gk ee 4.50@4.75 4.80@5.05 
Low grade winters....... 2.85@3.10 3.15@38.50 
Winter clear......... as 8.55@3.75 
Winter straight.... 8.95@4.10 
Winter patent..... R 4.20@4.40 
Winter fancy............. 4.05@4. 4.40@ 4.60 
Kansas patent........... J J ae Oe 
Kansas straight......... 8.80@8.85 <enaes 
Kansas clear.........005- 8.25@3.60 ee 
“ 


Dec. 12..— MILLFEED — Trade dull 
and featureless this week. Prices have 
been steady, but business has been of a 
small, routine character, both in city 
and western. Quotations: 


Coarse bran, 200 lbs, to arrive EY 
Coarse bran, 200!bs, spot........... 
Standard middlings, 500 lbs, to ar- 
DEO ccacdusdesy Gsndseesssrestssnntes #9 
Flour middlings, 200 lbs, to arrive 
Red-dog, 140 lbs, to arrive 
Bulk spring bran, spot 
Bulk winter, spot.. 
City bran, 200 Ibs 


-@19.00 
-@18.50 


-@19.00 
@21.25 











18.25@21.25 
18.C0@ 18.50 


City middlings, 200 lbs 
No grade flour......... ‘ 

WHEAT—Trade Societies in the fu- 
ture delivery. Rather limited interest for 
export, although on Thursday and Fri- 
day there were 500,000 bus of wheat tak- 
en for export, mainly hard winter at the 
Gulf, and hard Manitoba at northern 
ports. There have been more deliveries 
of No. 2 hard winter on December con- 
tracts, but without great effect. On Fri- 
day there were two cargoes of No.1 
northern wheat understood to be part of 
the Armour wheat from Duluth bought, 
one by the local flour mills and the oth- 
er by receivers. 

CORN—Firmer but not active. Prices 
have shown small fluctuations. Specu- 
lation has been ata standstill, and ex- 
port interest has been unimportant. 


OATS—The cash market continues 
very firm. A good many of the poorer 
classes of oats which were pressing on 
the market at the end of last month 
have been disposed of and the tone is 
firm. 

RYE FLOUR— There is very little 
change in the situation. Prices are firm 
with good, fairly good trade at times, 
although the lower grades still rather 
preponderate in supply. Quotations 
range from $3.15 to $3.50. 


BUCKWHEAT FLOUR—No special 
improvement in the situation. rices 
have not responded to the persistent 
cold weather, and prices are only about 
steady at $2.30@2.40 per 100 lbs. 

CORN GOODS—A steadier feeling in 
the market and some slight advance in 
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pee on the firmness of corn, particu- 
arly of good grinding quality. Quota- 
tions follow: 


Kiln-dried, bbl................ ee ee $2.85@38.00 
BROMINE NS ass vv cde ck oss sesesctosees 2.75@8.00 
Granulated yellow, bbl.............. 2.90@8.20 
Granulated white, bbl................ 2.75@3.00 
Fine yellow, 100-lb sacks............. 1.85@1.40 
Fine white, 100-Ib sacks.............. 1.27@1.40 
Brewers’ meal, 100-lb sacks.......... .... @1.02 
Grits, 100-lb sacks..................... «+ --@1.08 





Philadelphia 


Dec. 15.—[Special Telegram. |—Flour 
is steadily held, but demand is light. 
The following are to- -day’s quotations, 
per 196 lbs in wood: 


Pe Ee ivses sin's doe vs 008 dees me 10@8.30 


Winter extra........... ees teeses ateies 8.85@8.50 
*Kansas clear ........... ayessb oeeewes 8.60@8.75 
pe OS eee 8.90@4.00 
ee A ee ere 4.10@4.25 
Pennsylvania clear............. eeeee- 3.60@8.75 
. Pennsylvania straight............... 8.80@4.00 
Western clear...... rece sessceewceccyn 8.65@8.80 
Western straight......... errr «7 
Western patent..... acbabeceanceuewan 4.25@4.50 
Spring clear.......... Shudveseesesve «+. 8.75@4.00 
Spring straight............ wer Tree e+. 4.30@4.50 
REAM. PRON pnecb is cop snccessceeres - 4.65@4.80 


Spring patent, favorite brands...... 4.85@5.00 
City mills, choice and fancy patent 4.75@5.00 
City mills, regular grades— 


Winter, RMGREOS.Y ce Scnc ce cheat - 8.75@8.90 
a cadab ses aenewes Sidivaoesat - 4.00@4.20 
Ria aie ealarne 6's pecccccccccces 4,204.50 


*Per. 196 Sbs in sacks. 
¥ 

Dec. 12.—Receipts of flour during the 
week, 8,948 bbls and 16,307,353 lbs in 
sacks. xports, 1,500 tons to Glasgow, 
12,000 sacks to Manchester, 2 2,200 tons to 
Leith, 200 bbls to Port Antonio, 5 000 
sacks to London, and 563 tons to Liver-- 
pool. 

RYE FLOUR — Trade quiet, but 
prices steady under light offerings. 
Quotations, $3.35 per 196 lbs in wood for 
choice Pennsylvania. 


BUCKWHEAT FLOURS — Receipts 
moderate and prices steady with a fair 
demand. Quotations, $2.20@2.40 per 100 
lbs in sacks. 


MILLFEED—The product of the lo- 
cal mills was well cleaned up and prices 
advanced 50c@$1 per ton. For this rea- 
son buyers paid more attention to west- 
ern feed, values of which ruled some- 
what stronger on the spot. Stuff to ar- 
rive steady with a fair demandfrom in- 
terior country points. Quotations: 
Winter bran in bulk per ton: 

Se eee $18.75@ 19.25 

To arrive, prompt shipment.... 18.50@19.00 
Spring bran in 200-lb sacks per ton: 

Se ne 18.75@..... 


@.. 
Spring bran in 100- Ib ‘sacks, 50c additional. 
City mills products per ton: 
Bran in 100-lb sacks............... 20.00@..... 


OATMEAL—The market showed no 
important change, but ruled quiet. 
Pearl barley dull ‘and a shade easier, 
Quotations: 

Ground oatmeal, wood.............. 5.25@.... 
Rolled, st’m and kiln-dried, wood.. 4.50@5.00 
Patent-cut, Wood............... ---» 5.256@5.60 
Pearl Darley, In Kegs ......< secesevcs cvce @2.50 

CORN PRODUCTS — Offerings more 
liberal and prices declined 5@10c, but 
demand more active at revised quota- 
tions, at which market closes firm. Quo- 
tations per 200 lbs in wood: 





Granulated yellow meal......... son ot 80@3.10 
Granulated white meal............... 2.80@8.20 
Yellow table meal............cccceeees 2.70@2.90 
White table meal.............ccccccces 2.70@38.00 
We Ie i ince ccscccccccccctcccs 3.00@8.80 
Pg OS 8.10@38.50 
WO IE voces cane as ov nctsedececnae 2.80@38.30 


WHEAT—The market showed firm- 
ness early in the week and prices ad- 
vanced a cent under bullish speculation 
in the west, but the improvement after- 
ward lost owing to the indifference of 
exporters and to speculative realiza- 
tions. Toward the close, however, the 
market was strengthened by the bullish 
character of the government crop report 
and closes firm, showing little change 
from quotations of the previous wee 
Cables generally a little stronger, but 
foreign markets still below a parity 
with those on this side, and export or- 
ders in most cases limited too low for 
business. Offerings of choice winter 
wheat light and this class of stock 
wanted by millers at relatively full 
prices. Receipts, 86,449 bus; exports, 
47,696; stock, 141,100. Quotations: 

WINTER WHEAT 
Close Saturday. Week ago. 
No. 2 red, December...... 864@87 87@87% 
OAR LOTS 





No. 2 Pennsylvania red.. 8744@88 88@884 
No. 2 Delaware red....... 87%@88 88@88'5 
[Sa ee 8614@87 87@87% 
Steamer No. 2 red 824%4@838 83: 

No.3 red. 814%@82 $2@8244 
Rejected . 17%@78 T8@78% 
Rejected B. ; 71%@72 72@72% 


SPRING WHEAT 
No. l northern, Duluth.. 94 @94% 9344@94 
No. 2 northern, Duluth.. 92 @92% 91%@92 
CORN—No important change in the 
market for No. 2 corn, supplies of which 
are kept well cleaned up. Receipts of 
new crop mostly of grades below con- 
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tract and values of these weak and low- 
er. Old No. 2 yellow in desirable posi- 
tion for local trade scarce and wanted. 
Export demand light. Receipts, 30,801 
bus; exports, 101,570; stock, 48,117. Quo- 
tations: 

or 


wée 
aw 
4654@47%4 
4244@42% 45°4@45%4 
0. 2 yellow, track 54 @654) Bs@54 
New 2 yellow, track.... ....@49 4 =e 
New st’r yellow, track. ....@48 -@. 
New, 3 ye low, track... ....@47 @ 
New, yellow, cob 49 @50 48 an 
OATS—The market advanced %ec un- 
der a better demand and stronger west- 
ern advices. Offerings moderate. Re- 
ciepts, 72,165 bus; exports, nothing; 
stock, 121,753. Prices compare as fol- 
lows: : 


Close 
a eenert elevator— Saturday. 
473 


Close Sat. Last week 
4@43 ++ @42% 
---@41% 
-.-@40% 


No.2 white clipped 
No.2 white natural 
No. 3 white natural ys 
No. 2 mixed 8944@40 
Rejected white @39'4 387%@39 

MONTH’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 


According to the monthly grain circu- 
lar published by the Commercial Ex- 
change the receipts and exports of flour, 
wheat and corn in November were as 
follows, with comparisons: 

Flour, Wheat, 

Receipt s— bbls. bus. 
November, 1903... 366,028 476,159 666,467 
October, 1903....... 306,522 274,546 1,494,356 
November, 1902... 384,056 588,2: 465,135 
November, 1901... 363,523 1,014,063 233,205 

Exports— 

November, 1908... 222,128 335,308 847,625 
October, 1908 136,088 208,000 1,074,513 
November, 1902... 187,190 509,249 168,336 
November, 1901... 178,148 1,089,546 450,000 


Corn, 
bus. 





Baltimore 


Dec. 15.—[Special Telegram.]—Flour 
is nominally steady in the absence of 
demand or trading. Buyers have with- 
drawn from the market until after the 
holidays. Quotations at the close to- 
day are as follows, per 196 lbs in wood: 


Rye flour 

Rio brands of extra. 

Winter super 

Winter extra.. 

Winter clear. 

Winter straight 

Winter patent 

Winter patent, special ster 

City mills’ super 

Cits mills’ clear. 

City mills’ straight 

City mills’ second ore. . 

City mills’ patent.. 

Hard winter clear.. 

Hard winter straight.. 

Hard winter patent 

Spring clear 

Spring straight 

Spring patent 

Spring patent, special stencils 
* me 


4.30@4.55 
4.55@4.80 
4.85@5.50 


Dec. 12..—W HEA'T—Weak and neglect- 
ed, closing 1c lower on cash and ec 
on May than a week ago. o. 2 red 
western is *4c over contract grade. The 
stock of wheat increased 25,466 bus. 
Export sales, as far as could be learned, 
were nil. Southern wheat is l@l4c 
lower, as to quality, than last week, 
with arrivals small and the best of them 
going principally to the millers. Spec- 
ulation is more bearish than otherwise, 
though local operators, believing that 
the market is manipulated and con- 
trolled by one man—Armoznr, are doing 
no trading to speak of. Receipts were 
184,596 bus; clearances, 231,339; stock, 
668,147. 

Closing prices: 
No. 2 red spot 
No. 2 west spot 
No. 8 red spot.......- . 71%@ 7154 
Steamer No. 2 spot.... 75 ; 714@71% 
So. by sample iJ 5% 67. @76 
So. on grade 7244@76 
December.......... 75'4@76 
NCS eee : 174@77% 
PROTA cccccscccnsecees ee Ae 
May. san BEES . 854% .@30% 

CORN— Weak “and dull, closing 4c 
lower on cash, %ec on year and “con 
January than previous quotations. 
Stock increased 292,956 bus. Export en- 
gagements were about 35 loads, a poor 
showing for this time of year. New 
southern corn is 4f@%4c lower on both 
white and yellow than the figures of 
lacst week, with arrivals liberal and go- 
ing mostly to the shippers. Specula- 
tion is bearish. Receipts were 634,349 
bus; clearances, 257,142; stock, 812,596. 

Closing prices: Last year. 

4814 55 @55% 
: Bases 55. @5h4 

5274052, 
48',@54% 
84@ 54% 


Last year. 
T54,@76 
T52@ . 


Spot 
No. 2 white spot 
Steamer, mixed. 
New, white.. 
New, yellow 
December... ‘ 
bas ab Ye 
January ; 44@52 
WONT. nc acovccensess 4744 18 50 4 @5l 
MILLFEED—Nominally unchanged, 
with stocks and demand light, at the 
following quotations: light weight win- 
ter bran, per ton bulk, $18; medium, 
$17.50; heavy, $17; brown middlings, 
$17.50; spring bran, per ton in 200-lb 
sacks, $18@18.25; per ton in 100-lb sacks, 
$18.50@18.75; city mills’ middlings, per 
ton in bulk delivered, $18.50. 
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Montreal 


Dec. 15.—[Special Telegram.]—The 
flour market continues firm as regards 
prices and a good local tradeis doing 
for the holiday season. New export 
trade is nil but there is a fair amount of 
goods going forward on old contracts. 

Arrivals for the past week were 6,398, 
against 6,299 the previous week ‘and 
8,688 a year ago. Exports were 22,337 
sacks via Portland and 14,624 via St. 
John, N. B. Stocks in store are 16,266 
bbls, against 13,614 last week and 9, 948 
a year ago. Prices ex-store are: 

Barrels. 
Spring patents 
Strong clears.... 
Winter patents 
90 per cent patents... 
Straight rollers 


Extras 3.60@8.70 


Dec. 12.—MILLFEED—There is still 
an active demand for Ontario bran, 
which keeps very firm at $18 in bulk, 
while shorts are scarce at $20 and mid- 
dlings at $20.50@21. Moullie ranges from 
$23 to $28. Manitoba bran in bags is 
quoted at $18/@$18.50 and shorts at $20. 


WHEAT—While there has been irregu- 
larity in the speculative markets, cash 
business here in hard wheat reflects no 
change in prices. No.1 hard northern 
has been worked for shipment on the 
basis of 9244c afloat New York. At Fort 
William No. 1 northern is quoted at 77c, 
No.2 at 75c, and No. 3 at 75c, all ex-store 
December delivery. 


COARSE GRAINS—Corn is nominal, 
with car lots quoted ex-store at 52(@53c. 
Shippers are still active in oats and 
100,000 bus were put through at 28@284c 
f.o.b. shipping point in Ontario for ex- 
port via Portland and St. John, and 40,- 
000 bus at the same price for export via 
New York. Ryeis quiet and nominal 
at 57c in store here. Inthe country 45c 
f.o.b. cars is being bid for buckwheat. 

CEREAL PRODUCTS—The oatmeal 
market is steady under a good demand 
at $1.75@1.80 in bags and $3.75 in bbls. 
There is a heavy export movement, 13,- 
616 sacks going out this week. Buck- 
wheat flour is steady, $1.90@2.05 per 100 
lbs, as to size of lot. 





Minneapolis 


Dec. 15.—Quotations of flour asked to- 
day by local and outside mills for car or 
round lots, at Minneapolis, per 196 lbs, 
for prompt shipment were: 

Tuesday. Year ago. 
First patent.in wood....$1.25@4.50 $3. 70@3. 95 
Second patent, in wood 4.15@4.40 
Straight, in wood 
Fancy clear, jute 
First clear, jute 
Second clear, jute 1.95@2.00 
Red-dog, jute............ 165@1.70 1.76@1.80 

For flour in different packages, the fol- 
lowing is the schedule: 1-16 cotton 
sacks, same as wood; % cotton, same as 
wood; 44 cotton, 10c less than wood; \% cot- 
ton and 140’s and 98’s, jute, 20c less than 
wood; 1-16 paper sacks, same as wood; % 
paper, lic less than wood; 4% paper, 20c less 
than wood; \% bbls, 30c over wood. 

Prices asked by northwestern millers 
per 280 lbs, in jute, c. i. f., including 2 
per cent commission: 

LONDON 
Tuesday. Last year. 
25s 83d@26s 6d 23s 8d @28s 0d 
21s 9d @23s 20s @20s 3d 
First clear 20s 9d@21s 18s 9d@20s 
Second clcear.... 15s3d@15s 9d 15s 6d@l5s 9d 
Red-dog l4s @l4s6d .. @.. 
LIVERPOOL Tuesday. 
258 834. @26s 6d 
First clear, standard............. 208 6d@2ls 3d 
Second clear 16s @l5s 6d 
MOGs ON cca ctes cenrssecsueende --. 188s 9d@l4s 
GLASGOW 


9.45@2.55 


Pateut 
Fancy clear. 


Patent 


25s 8d@26s 6d 
First clear, standard 2ls . @21s 8d 
Second clear 15s 6d@15s 6d 
l4s 8d@1l4s 3d 
Amsterdam c. i. f. quotations of local 
and outside mills were, today, per 220% 
lbs, in guilders: 
First clear 
Second clear.. 
WO OR inns cocccecccesccce 
FOREIGN EXCHANGE 
London 60 days’ sight documentary 
exchange was quoted by Minneapolis 
banks as follows during the last week: 
Dec. ty -$4.7934@4.79% Dec. 10...$4.7934@4.79% 
Dec. ll.. 4.7%4@ Dec. 12... 4.7944 
Dec. iG 4.79°4@4.797%%4 Dec. 15... 4.80 @4.804 
FLOUR OUTPUT 


The flour output and foreign ship- 
ments by Minneapolis mills for four 
weeks, with comparisons, are shown in 
the subjoined tables: 


FLOUR OUTPUT BY WEEKS 

1908. Bbls. 1902. Bbls. 1901. 
Dec. 12..338,015 Dec. 13..282,855 Dec.1 
Dec. 5.. 410,180 Dec. 6..346,950 Dec. 7. .831,265 
Nov. 28..454,150 Novy.29..379,755 Novy. 30..353,120 
Nov. 21..364,025 Nov.22..491,185 Novy. 28..351,650 

FOREIGN SHIPMENTS BY WEEKS 

1901. 
Dec. 14,. 56,900 
Dec. 7.. 64,060 
Nov. 30.. 66,655 
Nov. 28.. 81,216 


Y4 
T%@ T% 
64@ 8% 


eee wweseeees 


Bbls. 
4..400,505 


1903. 1902. 
Dec. 12.. 57,185 Dec. 13.. 49,965 
Dec. 5.. 99,445 Dec. 6.. 61,175 
Novy.28..115,625 Nov.29.. 48,415 
Nov.21.. 90,270 Novy. 22.. 79,745 


OUTPUT OF OUTSIDE MILLS 


The flour output of northwestern mills 
outside of Minneapolis and Duluth has 
been by weeks in barrels: - 

Week No Cap’c’y, — Output— Ex 
codine- mills. = bad 1908. “3 1902. 1903, port D. 
Sept. 87 380,775 107,649 109,339 21,496 
Sept. 13, 37 22.581 
Sept. 19. 387 ae 
Sept, 26. 41 
Oct. 8.... 38 3401 
Oct. 10.. 

3° 0 
921439 


Oct. 17.. 

Oct. 24.. 
33,690 
28,551 


g 
RS} 
z 
8 


ce 


Oct. 31.. 
Nov. 7.. 
Nov. l4. 
Nov. 21. 
Nov. 28. 
Dec. 5.. 
Déce. 12.. 


sual 


89 30.775 181,969 149, 704 
80,975 180,582 138,189 
31,025 188,818 189,500 
29,250 168,055 186.189 
22,550 102,797 109,222 

CEREALS AND FEED 
Millfeed has ruled comparatively 

steady during the week, with no Vy a 

amount of trading. On account of t 

local freight situation, f.o.b. prices 

have shown greater strength than have 
delivered. Branisin the most active 
demand, and is stronger than other 
feeds. ‘The current output is quietly 
absorbed, and no one appears to sell 
freely. Middlings and red-dog have 
been somewhat easier than bran. The 
mills are not offering to sell for deferred 
shipment, as they are uncertain how 
steadily they will run in the next month 
ortwo. The chances are that there will 
be some curtailment in that period, un- 
less buyers manifest more interest in 
fiour than they have been doing. 

Minneapolis car lot prices of millfeed 
today Magny cy He for prompt shipment 
were, per 2,000 lbs 


21,284 
093. 18,211 


Bulk. 

Standard bran $12.76@ 12.85 
Coarse bran 12.85@ 13.00 
Standard middlings. = a 12.£0 
Flour middlings @ 15.50 
Red-dog* 16.280 16-50 

*Jute 140-lb sacks. 

In 100-lb sacks, 50c per ton additional over 
200-1b sacks is charged. 

The Boston basis of prices for mill- 
feed, for prompt shipment, is given 
below, in 200-1b =. 


esday. 
sib.380 19.50 
19.40@ 19.60 
Standard middlings. 19.00@19.25 
Flour middlings 21.50@21.75  29.25@20 50 
Red-dog, 140-lb sacks 23.00@23.25 22.75@23.00 


Minneapolis quotations for cereals and 
feed products, net to jobbers, are: 


Cracked corn, 2,000 lbs, bulk 15.25@ 15.50 
No. 1 ground feed, 2,000 Ibs, bulk.. 16.00@16.25 
No. 2 ground feed, 2,000 lbs, bulk.. 16.75@17.00 
No. 8 ground feed, 2,000 lbs, bulk.. 17.50@17.7: 
Rye feed, 2000 Ibs, in 100-lb sacks.. 14.55@15.00 
Granulated yellow cornmeal, per 

bbl, in sacks 30@ 2. 
Cornmeal, white, per bbl, in sacks 2400 
Hominy, per bbl, in sacks— 

an cs casehsss tncanedias as coces 

Table grits 
Brewers’ grits, in jute, 200 lbs 
Rye flour, pure, per bbl, in sacks.. 
Rye flour, best, per bbl, in sacks.. 
Rye flour, standard, white 
Graham, rye, per bbl, in sacks.. 2.45@ 
Graham, wheat, pure, per bbl, sks 3.35@ 
Standard graham -15@ 
Buckwheat flour, sacks, bbl 5.00@ 5.25 
Rolled oats, 180 lbs, wood 4.45@ 4.60 
Rolled oats, per bbl.in 90-lb sacks 4.25@ 4.30 

Where not otherwise stated, sacks are of 
49 and 98-lb cotton. 


200-lb sacks. 
$13.40@ 13.60 
18.50 


16.00@ 16.25 
17.00@ 17.25 


Year a 
$19.00@ 10. 5 
19.10@ 19.25 
19.00@ 19.25 


Standard bran 


a8 


SU go ORONO RO RO RO LS 
Sasaagsag 





MINNEAPOLIS GRAIN MARKETS 


The appended table shows closing 
price, in cents per bushel, at Minneapo- 
lis, of No. 1 northern, No. 2, No. 3; no 
grade and rejected; December, May and 
July wheat: 


Dec. No.1. No.2. No.3. Rej. N.G.Dec. May. July 
2 72@77 68@76 66@70 80°4 8254 82% 
72@77 69@76 68@75 80% 82%, 82 
73@77 87@75 65@74 80% 82% 8244 
72@76 69@72 66@72 80% 8244 81% 
72@76 62@72 60@72 79% 814 81% 
: 807 A 787% 71@77 65@73 62@71 79% 81% 81 
y iW 72a@76 60@74 60@72 7934 8134 81% 
73@76 60@74 60@70 79% 8144 
19% 72@76 68@75 60@71 794 8134 815% 
a 78% 72@76 65@75 60@71 79 80% 80% 
479 eh WE canna creed "wens 7534 75% 
% Bi 72@a73 > 
SF oon *tfi00 


MINNEAPOLIS WHEAT STOCKS 


Wheat in public elevators of Minne- 
apolis, as reported by the Chamber of 
Commerce, was as follows on dates 
given in bushels: Dec. 13, 

Dec. 12. Dec. 5. Nov.28. 1902. 

No. lhard 2,650 2,650 8,402 

No. 1lnorth 38,250,476 2,901,891 2,424,480 

Ho. 2north 421,590 391,724 686,982 

2,405 2.405 

Deiecked.. 56,576 56,576 
No grade.. 8,9! 118,980 118,980 

Spec’lbins 4,776,730 4,240,630 8,711,501 


- 8,641,880 7,726,829 6,866,276 10,968,080 

114, 211,444 14,007,014 13,206.46 W cceccscee 
- - 16,544,000 15,673,000 14,796,000 . 

13,118,000 12,761,000 12,683,000 socccccce 


Receipts of wheat at Minneapolis and 
Duluth, Monday and Tuesday are shown 
in the following table in carloads: 


: 8245 803% 7 
Z 19% 
79 





Totals.. 
In 1901 


Minneapolis 
Duluth 


December 16, 1903 


Wheat receipts at Minneapolis and 
Duluth for the week ended Saturday 
were in bushels (hundreds omitted): 

—In store— 
1902. - 1908. 1902. 
8,296 1,989 8,641 10,968 
Duluth, 1,272 8,584 


Totals, 4(50 9,918 14, 552 
MINNEAPOLIS CROP RECEIPTS 


Receipts and shipments of wheat at 
Minneapolis for the crop year, from 
— 1 to Dec. 12, 1903, in bushels have 

een: 


1908. 
Boemenpolis. - = 


1902 
occ ceeccccccecsees 40,4861 190 48,283,5'9 
8,028,440 6,188,950 


RECEIPTS BY GRADE 
Wheat received at Minneapolis for th= 
week ended Saturday, in carloads, i: - 


spected as follows: Dec. 1°, 
Dec. 12 Dec. . Nov. 28. 190”, 
: aa 127 


Receipts. 
Shipments 


No.lnorthern 638 
ae % a 


799 


Totals. 8,410 
RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 


gy A and shipments at Minneapc 
lis during the week ended Saturday 
with comparisons, were: 

RECEIPTS 

Dec. 12. Dec.6. 1902. 

Wheat, bus...... - - 2,730,550 38,296,3: 
Flour, bbl 8,553 5,400 6,5: 
Millstuff, tons 818 286 3s 
Corn, bus.. 162,950 81,45 


Dec. |: 


IIT 174/840 
SHIPMENTS 


Flax, bus.. 


STOCKS OF COARSE GRAIN 
Stocks of coarse grains in publi 
houses at Minneapolis, in bushels: 


Dec 
Dec. 12. aoe 5. 1902. 
6 2,700 5,62 


841,11 
-- 1,470,939 1, 408, 245 505, 64 
70,898 


80,774 67,79 
1,455,823 1,451,844 1,148.17 


Daily Gosling prices of No. 3 new ye! 
low corn, No. 3 white oats and No. 2 ry 
at wee "4 — the week were: 
Oats, bu. Rye, bu 
34@ .. 51 @... 
3334@84 «50 @bl 
84 @34% 60 @5l 
34 @34% 60 @5l 
34%4@ 50%@51 
31%@ 50%@51 


MINNEAPOLIS STOCKS OF GRAIN 


Stocks of wheat, ffaxseed and oats i: 
public elevators of Minneapolis on Mor 
day, with distribution of same, and tl 
increase or decrease of wheat, are show! 
below in thousands of bushels: 

Wheat Flax- 
Wheat. inc. seed. Oat 
Atlantic 7 130 
““C” Empire 62 
Crescenttl... x 


Dec. 


77 


Gt. N. Ry.‘ B”’ Como.. 
Gt. Western No.1..... 
Gt. Western No.2..... 
{Interior No. lt 
Interior Nos. 2 and 8t 
Interstate No. lf 
interstate No. 2} 


Midway No. 1*. 
Midway No. 2** 
Mississippi( Butcher) 
Monarcht 
Northwestern No. 1.. 
Northwestern No. 2.. 
Brooks-Griffiths 
Pioneer Steel 
Republict 
aenoene-seleen... 
St. Anthony No. lIft.. 
St. Anthony No. 8tt.. 
Standard (Sowle) 
Star (Van Dusen) ee 
Union? 6 2 40 
62 
59 
210 
915 1,455 1,4 
TF. H. Peavey. IVan Dusen-Harringt: 
2Pillsbury’ ttW. H. Dunwoody. ** Gregor 
Jennison. *Decrease. 





The Chicago ''rade Bulletin estimat 
the aggregate supplies of wheat a! 
flour afloat for Kurope in store in FE 
rope and Argentina and in store in t! 
United States and Canada on Dec. 
1903, as equal to 174,085,000 bus, again ° 
164,392,000 on Nov. 1, and 185,729,000 « 
Dec. 1; 1902, Supplies in all "position 
foreign and American, on Dec. 1, we! 
11,644,000 bus smaller than one year ag 
and 45, 936,000 smaller than in 1 





3 


and 
lay 


res 
1902. 
), 9458 
B,BS4 


1,562 


at 
Oln 
AVe 


02. 
509 
980 


th 
in- 


December 16, 1903 


Closing Wheat Prices 


at eee prices of May and cash wheat 
oints named, on each day of the 
i » per bushel, were: 
MAY WHEAT 
_ Thur. Fri. Sat. Mon. Tues 
Mi i ati ai ais sing a3 0" 
nneapolis.. 
Duluth ....... ‘ 81 80% 814 6 S068 
Chicago ....... 81% 80% 815, 81% 81% é 
St. Louis...... SIs 8x4 Sl%e Sits 8175 8076 
New York..... 85 874 Boke Hose Sole 84% 
Koa sees 69 = 684% «69% «69% «-69%4 «6944 
Milwaukee.... 8134 80% 8154 81% .... 81 
CASH WHEAT 


Mieepons. -81 80% 81% 81 81% 8nkg 
GIGCHS:.i066s 79% 79% ose 79% 80% 79% 
———. 88 86 86 86 86 86 
3t. Louis— 
2 hard........ 78344 78% 78 7634 77% 78 
NT acnnerat....0 9884 3, 9954 
northernf... 4 ace 4 
redt........ ee 9194 122. 9184 9082 
Kansas City— 
| ere 72 7% 71% 7% 71% 72 
4% 88 88% 


hs eee - 8434 88 83 88% 83% 
Milwaukee.... 84 8334 8484 2434 .... 8834 

tAfloat. *To arrive. i 

In the above table the price of cash wheat 
at Minneapolis, Duluth, Chicago and Mil- 
waukee is for No. 1 northern. 





Visible Supply 


The statement of the visible supply of 
zrain in the United States is given be- 
Low in bushels (hundreds omitted): 





Dec. 12 
At— “Wheat. Corn. Oats. Rye. B’r’y. 
Baltimore.. 669 784 239 119 1 
Boston..... 451 161 72 


Buffalo..... 6,471 669 1,214 "468 1.799 
Shicago.... 2,580 1,584 L171 987 © ‘242 


Jetroit..... 82 1 160 7 9 
Duluth...... 1,272 1 410 30 897 
Ft. William ee + ssten owes, Aeckes” cehs. ae 
zalveston.. 1,767 lg es aa ME eves 
{nd@’napolis 265 87 | ae 
Kansas Cy. 554 53 RES Pee 
Milwaukee. 364 24 254 15 316 
M’neapolis. 8,641 1 1,488 81 1,471 
Montreal... 163 170 101 1 78 
New Orlns. 1,018 CR RES a 


New York.. 1325 852 890 22 "468 
Afloat...... cess P oe 





Peoria 1 lll 568 30 2 
Philad’Iphy 140 47 112 Dc soiree 
Pt. Arthur.. Ws. ekhaan| evens, ares ey 
St.Louis... 4,959 15 117 37 87 
roledo...... 380 884 1,120 9 8 
TOLORyGicss > | ~ BR odes a ea 





81 

On Canais.. 152 155 35 17 69 
On Lakes.. 2,137 651 175 85 1,005 

Total... 84,404 5,598 8,277 1,159 5,932 
Last week.. 32.042 5,584 8.115 1,259 65,838 
Last year.. 48,151 6,498 6,198 1,802 8,841 

Changes for week were: Increases-Wheat, 
2,862,000; corn, 9,000; oats, 162,000; barley, 99,- 
000. Decrease—Rye 100,000. 





Flour Exports 


NEw YorRK, Dec. 15.—[Special Tele- 
gram.|—Exports of flour, given in bar- 
rels, from all Atlantic and Gulf ports 
for the weeks ended on the following 
dates, were: 

Nov. Nov. Dec. 18, 

5. 28. 1902. 
86,087 68,903 
83,289 16.804 
24,898 27,893 


Dec. 
Destination— 12. 
d 69 





OE, as gouy 

1,557 10 

to 2,898 

13,787 ~—- 8, 768 

wands 5,842 

Southampton... 2,499 ...... oe \ohieas 
Manchester..... DT. screen .aadaes: aes 
47,956 8,214 ..... 20,410 









11) 61,930 "454 20,347 9,700 
2,616 1,927 964, 
15,500 


4 

2,091 

15,786 

‘4,741 

"1,480 

"5,622 

ayti ee 4,078 
San Domingo an “sstune 370 875 
Other W. Teaies 18°50 22,616 16,404 31,496 
CentralAmerica 1,050 anaes 1,487 2,805 
ROOOEE, oc acctaccscs 13,407 2,000 3,275 6,846 
Other 8.A.. : 6.225 5,196 38,748 


9,027 x 
B. N. Americ 6,424 4,864 11,266 5,091 
South Africa.... 15,585 7,276 39,129 49,128 
Others........ 8,119 = 047 1,811 4,502 


Total...........448,848 418.778 836,229 292,928 





Elevators in Northwestern Canada 


The number of elevators and their 
capacity in northwestern Canada, is 
given as below: 

Eleva- Ware- 
tors. houses. Capac’y. 


0.3, Bix Jp Manitabe 470 82 14,411,500 
>» N. R, in Man,...... 176 18 653, 
P. P. BR. i aN. Weiksss ae 15 7,720,000 
.P. B. oS ports... 5 vs 10,622,000 
O.N. R., lake ports.. 1 8,850,000 
UME, EE ws ac cdcannetécciiasicncsine 40,756,900 


[he total storage in Manitoba is ]9,- 
65,000 bus; in the Northwest Terri- 
—— 7,720,000 and at lake ports 13,970,- 


THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


Freight Rates 


OOEAN RATES 


Ocean rates on flour, from Atlantic 
ports, as quoted in Minneapolis Tues- 
day, were as follows, in cents per 100 lbs: 

- From ra 


Phil- 
New Bos- Balti- adel- Mon- = 
To— York. ton. more. phia. treal. 








rt 
33; 
=s 
ser 






Sra 
33s 


Shhe 
S888 


ded 
3 


ee 
38 


17.00 16.00 ..... idee 
CAG! 8 een 

44 8.44 9.94 9.44..... 
44 8.44 11.44 10.44 ..... 11.44 
RTUOMOEED 0606s vn, 04000 MOM wcene conse sesee 
Manchester.... 8.44 8.00 ..... ..... ..... anes 
Newcastle...... 14.06 . Wisin: oenaacecess /4apee 
| beagle 8.00 8.00 este 10.00 ..... 12.00 
asa iecusie edocs Dye Oy pepe 
Southampton.. 14.06 : Sbae ibee’ t¥epe 
Stettin.......... 11.00 11.95 TEODLT oak: diss 
BG. SGRN SIN. Ws IBD cies ocsce seven es 


Owing to frequent changes, the “above 
rates are subject to confirmation. 


SOUTHERN RATES FROM MINNEAPOLIS 
Freight rates on flour from Minneapo- 


lis to various points are as follows in 
cents per 100 lbs: 


POOFIB....... 020000 10.00 New Orleans.... 27.50 
Des Moines...... 1400 Memphis......... 24.50 

maha...... coves: MED SUMBMINIO coe cose 28.00 
Kansas City..... 14.00 Atlanta.. «+. 42.00 
Oe ae 14.00 Richmond. 24.50 
E. St. Louis...... 14.00 Columbia (S. C.) = 
Little Rock...... S00 DIORIOG, cs Sivcsess 5.00 
Jacksonville.... 41.00 Galveston.:...... 52.50 


MINNEAPOLIS AND DULUTH RATES 


All-rail freight rates from Minneap- 
olis, Minnesota Transfer, St. Paul & 
Duluth on flour, millfeed, oil cake, etc., 
effective since Dec. 1, are as follows in 
cents per 100 lbs: 


To— a To— a 2. 
Albany...... 26.5 17.8 Louisville .. 19. 9 
ARFOR 00002 20, 10. Lynchburg.. g 15.3 
Allegheny... 20. 10. Muncie..... 8. 
Ashtabula.. 20. 10. New Albany 18. 8. 
Baltimore .. 245 153 New Castle. 20. 10. 
Binghamton 23.5 143 NewYork... 27.6 18.3 
Bluffton .... 18. 8 Norfolk..... 24.5 15.8 
Boston...... 29.5 20.8 Ogdensb’rg.. 29.5 20.8 
Buffalo...... Dm WW. Of ObF..... 20. 10. 
Chicago ....10 .... Oswego...... 23.5 14.3 
Chillicothe.. 22. 12. Park’rsb’rg. 22. 12. 
Cincinnati.. 18 8. Ph’lad’lph’a. 25.5 16.8 
Cleveland... 20. 10. Pittsburg... 20 10 
Corning..... 23.5 148 Portland.... 29.5 20.38 
Columbus... 20. 10. Providence. 29.5 20.3 
Dayton...... 18. 8 Punxsutaw- 

Detroit ..... 18. 8. OOP su cen sae 23.5 14.8 

unkir 20. 10. Rochester... 23.6 14.8 
Elmira...... 23.5 143 Sandusky... 20. 10. 
TEES caxcccons 10. Schenectd’y 26.5 17.8 
Ft. Wayne.. 18 8. Scranton... 25.5 1638 
Fostoria. ... 18 8 Springfield. 18. 8. 
Gr’d Rapids 18. 8. Syracuse.... 28.5 14.8 
Hornellsv’e 23.5 14.8 Toledo....... 18. 8. 
Indianap’lis 18. 8. PRO ccskacs 26.5 17.8 
Jamestown... 20. 10. Utica........ 25.56 16.3 
Kokomo.... 18. 8 Washingt’n. 24.5 15.3 
Lafayette... 17. 7. Wheeling... 20. 10. 
Lansing..... 18. 8. Youngst’wn. 20. 10. 


Lima........ 18. 8. 
A-—Through rates from Minneapolis. B— 
Proportion of through rates from Chicago. 


EXPORT RATES EFFECTIVE SINCE DEC, 10 


To— Cts. Cts. 
A B 
New York, Boston............... 24.00 16.C0 
TEEPE er eer 22.00 14.00 
Baltimore, Newport News, 

SE, snc ache ths b¥ teKede¥ecres 21.00 13.00 
ay pia vchekehcde Cevnte uaxse 24.00 16.00 
Montreal, Quebec............... | |? aes 
St. John, Levis, Point Levi..... 24.00 gran 


CENTRAL AMERICAN RATES 
The Burlington & Quincy railroad, in 
connection with the United Fruit Co. 
and other lines is making the following 
carload rates on flour from Minneapolis 
to Central American ports via Mobile 
and New Orleans, per 100 lbs: 


To— Cts. 
PR GS Ae 6244 
Blueflelds, Nicaragua. .........c..sseccee 75 
Bocas del Toro, Rep. of Colombia...... 54 
PSE SOS A SEE A a aaa 
Livingston Guatemala................... 62 


Port Barrios, Guatemala 
Port Limon, Costa Rica...............66. 
PROD Ts le Ehic sce censccccctcccnsves 

The above rates include no insurance 
or lighterage charges except to Balize, 
B. H; the rate to that port includes 
lighterage. Freight must be prepaid 
on all shipments, 


+ 








BALTIMORE 


Ocean freights were nominally stead 
but in very limited demand, at the fol- 
lowing closing rates: Liverpool, per 
bu, 14d; London, 1%d; Glasgow, oe 

r, 1s 3d; Leith, 1s 9d; dg ports, 2 

ntwerp, 1s 4%d; Hamburg, Is 3d; Rot! 
terdam, is 6d; Bremen, 25 pfgs; Cork, 
f.o., 2s bd. 





8T. LOUIS 


Following are the freight rates on flour 
in sacks, in cents per 100 lbs, from East 
St. Louis to foreign ports, via all-rail: 


Rotterdam...... 28.50 Glasgow ......... 29.60 


Amsterdam..... 29.50 Hamburg........ 28.50 
WOFP......2.06 28.50 ar 50 
BelaaGicsscsscces SUBD TOs os ciscccncss 30.50 





Christiania...... 30.50 Liverpool........ 27.44 
Copenhagen..... 30.50 28.94 
DBD. otaisvss ss 81.50 Newcastle...... - 81.50 

Rates via New Orleans are quoted ‘at 2c 
less than the above. 

Following are the all-rail export rates 
on flour in sacks, in cents, per 100 lbs: 
New York.. . 20.50 Boston........... 20.50 
Philadelphia... -. 18.60 Baltimore....... 17.00 
Newport News.. 17 

The following are the Kanawha Des- 
patch export rates on flour per 100 lbs: 
| ate a pisee 18.50 Baltimore....... 17.50 
BOMGOUS 5 665s. 18.50 Newport News.. 17.50 
Philadeiphia,. . 17.50 

The tsltowins are the domestic rates, 
all-rail on flour in sacks, in cents per 
100 lbs: 


gow Sam irate 23.00 Scranton........ 21.00 
by | ES 25.00 Baltimore...... - 20.00 
Philadelphia... 21.00 Washington..... 20.00 
Pittsburg........ 21.00 Detroit.......... 10.50 
Buffalo........ --- 15.50 Newport News.. 20.00 
BIORGE vane sccess . 22.00 Richmond, Va.. 20.00 
Syracuse....... -. 19.50 Rochester....... 19.00 
All Virginia Cleveland........ 11.50 


common points 20.00 


The following are the domestic rates 
on flour via Kanawha Despatch, includ- 
ing marine insurance, in cents per 100 
lbs: 

Dl eee 23.00 Baltimore....... 80.00 
Providence.,.... 28.00 Virginia com- 
New York.. -- 21.00 mon points.... 20.00 
Philadelphia.... 20.00 

On export lots the minimum is 60,000 Ibs 
except when loading capacity of car is less, 
when 35,000 Ibs is accepted. 








NEW YORK 


Rates are nominally steady, and there 
is very little indication of improvement. 
Quotations: 







Grain, Flour, 

per bu. per ton. 
Liverpool. Ye 7s 6a 
London.. : Isa 7s 6d 
Glasgow 2d 10s 
Bristol . 2d 8s 9d 
Leith... . 8d 128 6d 
i eee . 246d 128 6d 
Newcastle. .. .. Bad 12s 6d 
Manchester. . 2d 8s 9d 
Antwerp..... ld 10s 
Bremen 22% pig. *12c 
Hamburg 26 =o pfg. *12c 
Rotterdam 4c * 
Marseilles 1s 6d 10s 
Copenhagen. 283d *lle 
MGR so cs vccesesisdesce 28 8d *lle 
MUN ons cb ccedns Gone cGuaden 2s 8d *1ghec 
pi. ay. eres nominal 2s 7%4d 


*Per 100 lbs. 


PHILADELPHIA 


There has been nothing doing in full 
cargoes, rates for which are wholly 
nominal. Berth room in regular line 
steamers was in fair request and steady. 
Quotations of prompt shipment are: 


Cork for orders, per quarter. 2s 1%d@2s3 d 
Picked ports, per quarter,.... 1s6 d@ls 7%d 


Denmark, per quarter........ 2s 14d@2s8 d 
BERTH RATES Flour. 
Grain, per bu. per ton. 
pe ee ee ea 14d 8s 6d 
Antwerp, Jan....... 2a 9s 
CAMO ss occaceone led *10c 
Glasgow, Dec..... las 8d 9s 
Manchester..............+++- 134d *10%c 
Per qr. Per 100 lbs. 

Rotterdam............ eee @18 74d 10¢ 
AMSCOPEBM..00cccecce secce -@.. lle 
PERTTI, ccs case cacce coves ‘@18 7%a llc 

nen cand eteube” Seb ene @2s 4d 12¢ 


ei 
*Per 100 lbs. 


DETROIT 
Freight rates on flour in cents per 100 
lbs from Detroit to the points named 
are as estat 


New York........ 15.50 Boston,.......... 17.50 
oh Se . 18.50 Newport News.. 12.50 
Pittsburg........ WORD TWRGE.. oc csesesccs 18.50 
Portland......... 17.50 Baltimore Raia ae 12.50 





MILWAUKEE 


The following are the domestic rates 
on flour in cents per 100 lbs from Mil- 
waukee to eastern points: Lake- 
All- : ane sai. 





8 
y 17% 
Philadelphia and Utica ...... 18 
Syracuse and Rochester..... 17 15 
SERIRREROTO ones cccvccccccevcese on 15 
BRUT Ed vacances sen0kesécobes 18 ll 


Following are the ocean rates on flour 
from Milwaukee via New York in cents 
per 100 lbs to foreign ports (subject to 
confirmation): 





Glasgow.......... FF oO are --- 12.66 
London.. ---- 9.84 Newcastle....... 12. 
Liverpool.. .. 9.84 Christiansand... 14.00 
a eee 11.2 Amsterdam..... 9.00 
panohester Seid 8.44 Rotterdam...... 8.00 
nae suseee ° er Soenere:.-- --- 16.88 
tees shaesencs 8.4 BADUPE ccccccce 10.00 
Southampton.. 16.38 Christiania... cael 10.00 
Dundee .......... 14.06 Bremen.....+.... 12.00 


Foreign 


Glasgow 


GuLasaow, Dec. 16.—[ Special Cable. ]— 
No improvement in the tone of this 
market can be noted. The depression 
which has existed so long continues 
and each week a lower level is reached. 
Flour is a dragging sale. The follow- 
ing quotations show the range of prices 
in this market, net c.i.f., per sack of 280 
lbs, and are usually based on actual 
transactions: 


Spring—First patent............ 248 @25s 6d 
ere See 22s 6d@23s 
Prime WANN 25.05. 05 'coeaese ---- 208 @2Iis 
Second clear................ --- 15s 8d@16s 

Kansas patent..............ecceee 22s @22s 9d 

“ese patent Dade waigbieon: 25s 94@26s 9d 
eed BRNO i Sevcvaveviensevanes 238 248 

iw uvdekooes sec tvbeedeesen ln. eee 

No. 0. Hungarian bebieecins ees eee. 278 94@298 
BOd-O® 20 ccssicocccecvcs 06 cees 16s @15s 6d 

BURT, DOS BOMise ds 5 hin sdase: vege casernes £4 2s 6d 


Sales ex-store, not including commission, 
would represent an additional cost of 9d@I1s 
per sack. 





Liverpool 


LIVERPOOL, Dec. 16.—[Special Cable. ] 
—This market remains in a very listless 
state, with little demand and no dispo- 
sition to anticipate wants. Some spot 
lots forced inquiry at a shade under 
prices given below... The following 
quotations show the range of prices in 
this market, net c.i.f., per sack of 280 
lbs, and are usually based on actual 
transactions: 


Minnesota first patent.......... 24s 83d@25s 3d 
Minnesota second patent....... 28s 8d@28s 6d 
Minnesota first clear............ 20s 8d@21s 

Winter extra fancy.............. 21s 3d@28s 3d 
Winter first patent.............. 23s 9d@25s 6d 
Kansas patent ................ --. 228 @22s 9d 
Hungarian first grade.......... 27s @27s 9d 
” Se ee aseeap ves <s A - hase 
Bran, Der ton..... desbanebaruxsdsousese £4 


Sales ex-store, not including commission, 
would represent. an additional cost of 9d@1s 
per sack. 





London 


Lonpon, Dec. 16.—[Special Cable. ]— 
This market is extremely dull and sales 
are very slow. The break in American 
wheat prices has confirmed buyers in 
pursuing a policy of abstention. The 
following quotations show the range of 
prices in this market, net c.i.f., per 280- 
lb sack, and are usually based on actual 
transactions: 


Minnesota first patent.......... 24s @25s 6d 
Minnesota second patent ...... 22s 6d@23s 6d 
Minnesota first clear............ 20s @2is 

Minnesota second clear......... 15s 3d@16s 

pS renee 22s oo 9d 
| aE as ee aa 
Town households, ex-mill...... 248 a ieee 
OE daw se cn ce avnieedcansnuese. 159s sc Rasanes 
Re I GE 5:5 5556 bao u bones basaiens £9 17s 6d 


Sales ex-store, not including commission, 
would represent an additional cost of 9d@ls 
per sack. 





Amsterdam 


AMSTERDAM, Dec. 16.—[ Special Cable. ] 
—There is very little life in trade here 
and all grades move slowly., Buyers 
will purchase only for immediate wants. 
No activity until after the new year is 
looked for. Other quotations in this 
market are as follows, delivered terms, 
pe 100 kilos (220% lbs), and are usually 

ased on actual transactions: 


Minnesota first patent.... 12.25@..... florins 


Minnesota second patent.. " 87@..... florins 
PAPER CU inn occtsccceivaccces .87@ 10.00 forins 
Choice low grade............ r 87@...-. florins 
MOWING cca sadscnndéstsnnes+s 6.62@ 6.75 florins 





Weekly Flour Output 


The attached table gives the flour 
ome at milling centers for two weeks, 
with comparisons, in barrels: 

Dec. 12, Nov. 5, Dec. 13, Dec. 14. 
3. 3 1 


1903. . 901. 
888,015 410,130 288,885 400,505 





Minneapolis .... 
Duluth-Supe’r.. 10,000 25,140 27,650 19.690 
Milwaukee ...... 36,480 45,600. 24,700 45,750 
i eee 434,495 480,870 335,205 465,954 
36 outside mills* 123,065 “068 adeaeae ok ere 
Agr’te spr’g... 557, 57.660 antaeak 450,965 ....... 
St. Louis......... 29,500 31,500 385,300 26,000 
ge, ae 42,5 52,000 7,400 28,000 
Indianapolis... 11,600 12,810 12,070 11,688 
MOTOIS ccoveccese ly 11,400 12,600 10,800 
Seas PEER ERT a 12.500 29,150 24,600 
Kansas City..... 43,200 46,800 82,100 34,000 
DOGG cciecsveces 29,400 29,400 26,400 ...... 


*Minnesota and Dakota mills outside of 
Minneapolis and Duluth. 

+Flour made by mills outside of St. Louis. 
but controlled in that city. 





A decision has keen rendered by the 
supreme court of Missouri, in which it 
is declared to be unlawful for a railway 
company to charge more fora short haul 
in the same direction than for a longer 
haul in the same direction, under any 
pretext whatever. 





Wheat crop of Great Britain is official- 
ly reported at 47,624,000 bus, against 
52,463,000 in 1902, and a five- -year average 
of 61 ,959,000. Oats crop, 165,850,000 bus 
against 184, 200,000 last year. 
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FLAXSEED AND ITS PRODUCTS 


At Duluth, the lake steamer Sinoloa 
has been loaded with 250,000 bus of flax- 
seed belonging to the American Lin- 
seed Co., and the seed will be so car- 
ried through the winter. 


In the week ended Dec. 12, the ship- 
ments of oil cake from New York con- 
sisted of 33,060 long tons, against 14,145 
in the preceding week and 2,139 in 1902. 
The chief cargoes were 3,130 to Rotter- 
dam; 3,510 to Hull; 22,460 to Antwerp 
and 3,239 to Havre. 

Ocean freight rates on oil cake are 
quoted as follows, in cents per 100 lbs, 
from New York to the ports named: 
Liverpool, 8.44; Glasgow, 11.25; Bristol, 
9.84; Leith, 14.06; Hull, 14.06; Newcas- 
tle, 14.06; Manchester, 8.44; Antwerp, 
8.44; Marseilles, 9.00; Bremen, 12.00; 
Hamburg, 12.00; Rotterdam, 9.00; Co- 
penhagen, Stettin, 10.00; Havre, 12.50. 

The receipts of flaxseed for week end- 
ing Saturday and stock in store at Min- 
neapolis and Duluth, are shown below 


in bushels (hundreds omitted) and 
comparisons: 

-——Receipts—— —In store— 

> 902, 1903. 902. 

Minneapolis... 175 1,455 1,148 

Duluth 681 544 4,490 2,327 

Total 856 734 5,945 8,475 





Daily closing prices, per bushel, of 
flaxseed in Minneapolis, Chicago and 








Duluth: Minneapolis —Spot— 
Spot. Rej. May. Chgo. Dul, 
PMs <cencvennes 96 944% 99 98 9614 
Sy | 9644 95% 98 _....... 96% 
1 | eee 9534 9434 97% ...... 96 
Sa 97 9% 9% 99 97% 
OO | Se 9834 97 99% 1.00% 98% 
a 06 062 8... 





Nordyke & Marmon Co. Sales 


Recent sales made by the Nordyke & 
Marmon Co. of Indianapolis, Ind., in- 
clude the following: 

Corkle & Dauphin, Tilden, Neb., 75- 
bbl mill; Olsen & Youngquist, White- 
hall, Mich., bolting system for 75-bbl 
mill; 1. P. Piechouski & Co., Red Gran- 
ite, Wis., complete feed mill outfit; 
David & Johnson, Coatesville, Ind., re- 
modeled bolting system; Commercial 
Distilling Co., Terre Haute, Ind., exten- 
sive corn -shelling and cleaning outfit, 
also power connections and other sup- 
plies for enlarging distilling plant; 
Diamond Mill Co., Grand Forks, N. D., 
square sifter bolting system; Morrow 
(Ohio) Roller Mills, swing sifter system 
added to 100-bbl1 mill; J. W. Jennison, 
Appleton, Minn., square sifter bolting 
system; H. S. Olmstead, Medina, N. Y., 
swing sitter bolter system in 75-bbl 
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mill; W. J. Clark, Franklin, Ky., clean- 
ing machinery and power connections 
for 50-bbl mili; Peru (111.) Elevator Co., 
elevator and grinding machinery; T. 
H. Bunch, Little Rock, Ark., 3,500-bu 
high grade corn mill, also rolls, power 
connections and other machinery to in- 
crease capacity of corn mill at Pine 
Bluffs, Ark; Sherman & Hunter, Dal- 
gren, Ill., remodeling and increasing 
capacity of their flour mill; H. C. 
Shape, Leoti, Kansas, swing sifter bolt- 
ing system for 75-bbl mill; Niccum & 
Ridenour, Kewanna, Ind., swing sifter 
system for 100-bb1 mill; Munger & Mill- 
er, Coraville, Iowa, feed mill and eleva- 
tor machinery, F. M. Dodson & Sons, 
Milan, Mo., swing sifter system for 75- 
bbl mill; Cox & Beck, Carthage, Ind., 
50-bb1 mill; Igleheart Bros., Evansville, 
Ind., bran duster and power connec- 
tions; G. W. Graston, Dupont, Iowa, 
roller mills to increase capacity of mill; 
Donmeyer, Gardner & Co., Peoria, IIl., 
square sifter and roils reground and cor- 
rugated; Hess & Clark, Ashland, Ohio, 
grinding and elevator machinery; New 
York City Milling Co., two differential 
reels; A. R. Hammer, High Point, N. 
C., cleaning machinery and grinding 
mills for cornmeal mill; San Miguel 
(Cal.) Milling Co., swing sifter bolting 
system for 100-bbl mill. 





Grain vs. Flour Rates 


Chicago Record-Herald: The south- 
western grain people, who have been 
amazed at their inability to compete 
with the local millers in obtaining 
wheat, think they have made a discoy- 
ery. They believe that the low export 
rail rates on flour are making it possi- 
ble for the millers to pay more for the 
wheat than anybody else, and making 
the crop movement one of flour rather 
than of wheat. There has never been 
this situation before, because wheat has 
taken the lower rate. This year, how- 
ever, it is claimed the railroads, not 
willing to disturb the grain rates,which 
attract attention, cause comment, and 
the reduction of which would indicate 
weakness, have left the grain rates 
alone and greatly reduced flour rates. 
The disparity in the freight charged is 
such that wheat wheat shippers can not 
compete with the local millers. ‘These 
flour rates are said to be special tariffs 
filed with the commission in each in- 
stance. The wheat people in the south- 
west are in arms over these flour rates, 
which are giving almost all the wheat 
to the millers and making it impossible 
to compete in moving the grain out. 
They say a lower rate on flour than on 
wheat was never made before. 





FLOUR EXPORTS 


The exports of flour from the United States, according to the last report of the 
bureau of statistics, department of commerce and labor, have been as follows: 




























———-October———~ ~—Ten months ending Oct.— 

: -— 1902 — -—-108— -—-1901— -—-19002— -—1908— 
Countries exported to— bbls bbls bbls. bbls. bbls. 
PPRIEO MINGOOM « . occscsccsccvscsisvevececce 1,033,005 988,937 8,698 395 7,530,380 7,989,492 
BIGOIBIUTIN, 025 os ccsccccscccesscsccscevcccccsecese 3,401 1,912 72,137 41,699 66,199 
TOCA onc. secscenecncoesesesegs sovvesscooss seers 340 6,445 f 2,921 
ree on Vina olng ele ol 4 Soe e vee ee 135,273 47,837 497,904 654,586 668,633 
Aa ca cas ca keeo ge iaiaessceceensenne ae 5, 1,824 2,819 
MNO oo in ancien és cu.n'e aw iesv ace cien’s 155,442 68,722 1,280,456 928,597 908,901 
eg cock 0.065 cabanas patiauvasGeeiadewunecs’ “epee Re aa ee 42,885 
ESET TO 82,151 88,310 661,833 431,294 300,908 
British North America.............ceccses. 24,640 21,386 166,035 196,511 161,357 
Cent. Am. States and British Honduras 16,043 25,331 227,327 238,920 192,542 
Mexico 4,311 2,509 42,512 49,121 36,784 
Cuba . 39,318 48,348 485,812 473,748 446,877 
Other West Indi 73,016 84,201 724, 715,67 762,402 
eee $0,403 21,305 589,949 447,455 357.596 
Colombia............ 7,191 12,805 51.772 48,315 119,334 
Other South Ameri 20,844 32,235 592,696 358,411 824,696 
IG MI ow. cr enececlentevweeic sa'ece 18,620 7,448 86,722 79,286 50,862 
MPIOIEEE SORE EUGIOG, 000 cscccccccvocececesecs henanahe.. <stedeine 1,725 175 555 
i ea eM 137,672 165,903 1,151,692 1,061,046 1,047,931 
ee aca paige aevnecetdseeenkeers 53,179 186,452 299,495 860,915 972,336 
British Australasia. | ree 1,208 51,265 452,480 
OES eee eee 2,250 108 9,486 11,661 4,699 
Other Asia and Oceania................... 25,582 26,336 196,090 223.116 192,839 
British Africa 85,762 50,888 274,543 677,655 420,743 
All other Africa 3,798 4,424 44,677 27,500 89,529 
ST IIIINEION, «sc vcsccccicvecsessovccsecce 2,145 200 10,218 10,200 5,839 
ME ADs n giale'cine aa aca easdenag dee ecue sden ee 1,955,077 1,833,756 16,014,182 14,619,814 15,572,059 


WHEAT 


EXPORTS 


The exports of wheat from the United States, according to the last report of the 
bureau of statistics, department of commerce and labor, have been as follows: 





October—— 
902—. —-1908—. 


-~Ten months ending Oct.— ~ 
—-1901— + -—1902— —198— 











Countries exported to— bus. bus. bus. bus. bus. 
es sgencddu-eeeesienesaa 9,901,868 4,195,585 71,330,501 61,141,159 24,251,526 
Belgium NaumGaaya sea kcacareareataahes - 1,467,247 816,245 17,133,273 10,689,428 5,484,780 
age ciad dates 9 ce a'e'e 176,000 52,000 8,482,959 ,098 2,510,262 
Germany 1,352,445 918,765 19,422,888 14,067,271 8,747,893 

MGIC aninheeagnssaescavscesncessnceeséacea MEME te xa ane 1,193,707 128,544 49,001 
Netherlands ...........scccecsecccerccscerees 1,567,189 334,880 21,047,986 10,915,088 5,268,226 
DOE EOC cccscceccccccsncccescccesesese 364,049 143,904 8,105,685 2,866,907 8,267,450 
TE, MOOTIOM G6 aac cnadcetesaccccsieves 195,149 277,618 7,836,078 6,197,052 2,191,988 
Cen. Am. States and British Honduras 519 2,019 81,524 84,673 26,590 
Mexico ...... RE COI ee eS 750 8,033 14,643 10,061 1,787,026 
West Indies and Bermuda a.............00+0 seccscees 79 697 279 826 
Ne. ce ieensencensceeewe 209,020 65 1,431,969 553,558 119,905 
Other Asia & Oceamia...............cccceces 109 437,988 381,480 78,318 4,437,084 
NN ra en ac cnpanneseaneenknd sd ou 1,059,444 454,856 523,520 8,277,548 4,258,998 
ee INI OG Gs, ite sc ccnnvecntcecseoecneoe ee 8,305,714 2,083,997 435,065 

CE a ie gaa ae 16,8369697 7,699,987 155,142,574 112,974,926 62,781,620 


SG hisinoe 
HENS 


( 





“The mill is mine idol,” the miller cried, 
“It runs all the time,” we smiled inassent: 
But the smokeless stack his words belied, 
And all of us knew that the miller lied. 
“The mill is mine-idle,” was what he meant. 
—Bath Mitts. 


Bystander—'tWhat are you doing on 
that fence, little boy?” 

Boy—''Dad gave me a penny tosit 
here and make faces at the coal wagon 
drivers.”’ 

Bystander—'' What for?”’ 

‘tWhy, they get hot an’ throw coal at 
” an’ it falls in our yard.’’—Chicago 

ews. 


The Snow 
Oh! the snow, the beautiful snow! 
It falls from above to the street below, 
And looks so pure for about an hour, 
It reminds a fellow of white wheat flour. 


But after it’s been fora while on the street, 
Trampled to mud by the horses’ feet, 
Pelted about by school boys rude, 
It reminds a fellow of some “health” food. 
—Barr. 
Cowpuncher— 
‘*We don’t know 
much about vint- 
ages, but we know 
good whiskey by 
the Texas test.’’ 
T enderfoot— 
‘tAnd pray what 
is the Texas test?”’ 
Cowpuncher— 
‘'Well, when we 
get a new consign- 
ment of whiskey, 
we catch a jack 
rabbit, inject two 
drops of the liquor 
into him, and if 
he can’t whip a 
bulldog we reject 
the whiskey.”’ 
—Nick’s Reprint. 








Little tons of money, 
Lots of gall and sand, 
Make the silly “health” foods 
Talked of in the land. 


Little busy ad-smiths, 
Little full-page ads, 

Fill the former’s coffers with 
The dollars of our dads. 


Little worn-out stomachs, 
Little broken jaws: 

There’ll be no work, when Christmas 
For jolly Santa Claus. [comes, 


—Gamp. 





How We are Loved by Our Readers 

I enclose herewith $1 to pay for my pa- 
per for another year. I do not see how any 
miller can get along withoutit. Besure and 
send your chest of millwright tools and a 
dozen flour slicks as premiums. 

SWAN ODOR, Bird-in-Hand, O. 
* * 

I send you herewith another dollar for the 
best paper on earth. I flowed my mill after 
one of your plans and it now runs first rate. 
Can you advise me, through your columns, 
the proper size a belt hole should be? 

STEVE WALPOLE, Cactus Busch, Ky. 
* *K 

You will find herewith a money order for 
another year’s subscription to the paperfor 
the dusties. It’s money well spent. Your 
bug articles are allright. My wife tried the 
exterminator at home last week and there 
are no more bugs so far as we can see. 
Send the car pincher you offer as premium 
by freight. 

MILES FERGUS, Tulip Center, [ll. 
* * 


Keep my name on your subscription list 
for I can’t get along without your magazine. 
My wife’s uncle, who is now 64 years of age, 
drove over from Oostburg last Sunday and 
while here looked your paper over. He 
liked it. He runs a tannery on the south 
branch of the Little Gem river. I send a 
dollar. Does the purifier you offer with a 
year’s subscription run with the sun? 

HARM NUTHING, Gonesunk, Va. 
—Heimer. 


Snapshots in Hades 

The 

Great Pluto! Give me a drink of water 
to cool my parched tongue! 

Demon—We haven’t any water, but 


here’s something of our own make that’s 
—Life, 


just as good, 


Substitute-Selling Druggist —- 
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Special Notices 


HELP WANTED 














ANTED — 50 MILLWRIGHTS, ON 
flour mill work. Apply to Fraser. 
Mather Co., Milwaukee, Wis. 


ANTED—A LIVE MAN IN PHILA.- 
delphia to sell the product of a nort}|- 
western mill of 1,200 bbls daily capacity, 
making a flour of unsurpassed merit. A- 
dress Smith, 361, care Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis. 


WANTED—CAPABLE MAN TO TAK!) 

management of flour and corn m'|| 
with combined capacity of 1,000 bbls. Mu-t 
have experience and best references. A.:'- 
dress Milling Co. 876, care Northweste:n 
Miller, Minneapolis. 











ANTED — SUPERINTENDENT FO? 
our elevators and mill. Young ma:, 
active and energetic—one who knows hc y 
to meet people. Must have the right kind | [f 
stuff in him—does not need to know to» 
much, i. e. have too muchexperience. Pr. - 
fer one who is willingto learn. Referenc: 5 
required. Address 8S. N. 880, care Nort! - 
western Miller, Minneapolis. 








SITUATIONS WANTED 








ANTED—POSITION BY YOUNG MA’ 

of 23. Has had nine years’ experienc: 

Am willing to take any position up t 

second miller at living wages. Am willin 

worker, Speak German and Scandinavia: 

Address Louis Wagner, care C. J. Wagne: 
Wakanda, 8S. D. 





ANTED—POSITION AS HEAD MILI 

er. Will guarantee to make from + 

to 98 percent patent flour equal to Minn¢ 

apolis patent, with an up-to-date 200-bb1 (« 

over) mill; plansifter preferred. Al refe: 

ences. Nearly 12 years at last place. Ax 
| Adee W.S. Bonnard, 1022 Greene St., Boon: , 

owa. 


WANTED—BY A THOROUGHLY EX 

perienced head miller, a change i 
either soft or hard wheat mill of from 400 t 
3,000 barrels capacity. A more southern k 
cation preferred. Am at present engaged i 
one of the Minneapolis mills. No second 
miller position desired. Best reference: 
Address, B. Miller, No. 302 Ninth St. Sout! 
Minneapolis. 








ANTED—POSITION AS HEAD MILI. 
erinamill of from 150 to 1,000-bl 
capacity by first-class miller of 19 years’ ex 
perience. Have held similar situation si 
years in a 600-bbl mill. Good references 
strictly honest and sober. Please stat: 
wages and capacity of mill in first letter 
Address Paulus 3877, care Northwester: 
Miller, Minneapolis. 





ANTED—A POSITION WITH A KAN 
sas mill of good capacity to sell it 
products in Illinois territory. Have ha 
eight years’ experience selling flour, fou 
being among Illinois, Indiana and Iowa buy 
ers. Position must be with a reputabl: 
concern and on a salary basis. Addres 
D. E. C. care Northwestern Miller, 608 Roy 
al Ins. Bldg., Chicago, II1l. 





EAD MILLERS, OPERATIVE MILI 
ers, millwrights, engineers and othe 
mill employees in seeking new and bette 
positions will derive good results by ad 
vertising in the Northwestern Miller. Thi 
paper is read closely by the larger mil! 
ers who require men of high ability and wh 
pay salaries in proportion. Many have s« 
cured lucrative positions in this way. T: 
millers and others seeking employment th 
charge is 50c per time for one inch or less 
Address Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis 





ANTED—POSITION, BY CHIEF EN 
gineer with a good firm that appr: 
ciates good engineer work. Have had 
years’ experience with different kinds « 
engines and can gurantee best results o! 
tainable from fuel and machinery. Als 
understand electricity and can take charg 
of electric light plant. Can guarantee satis 
faction. Have full kit of tools and do m 
own repair work. Can come on short no 
tice; well recomended. Am married an 
have family. Address Jas. P. Larson, Bo 
812, Benson, Minn. 





ANTED~—A POSITION AS HEADMILI 

er ina mill of from 200 to 1,000 bb! 
capacity. Have followed milling from m 
youth on and fully understand all its d¢ 
tails. With a good mill and a fair quality « 
wheat I guarantee yields, quality and pe 
centages to be second to none on eiths 
hard or soft wheat, Would prefer Minn: 
sota, Wisconsin or lowa but would consid: 
good proposition from anywhere, Am ju: 
in the prime of life and a hustler for go« 
results. Nothing under $80.00 per mont 
will be considered. Address Headmill: 
878, care Northwestern Miller, Minneapoli 





ANTED—POSITION AS HEAD MIL! 
er in a mill of 100 to 800-bb1l capacits 
by an up-to-date head miller who has had 
years’ experience in charge of mills of the 
size. Have had wide experience with bot 
hard and soft wheat and the reel and sift« 
systems of milling. Can refer to former em 
ployers or give letters of reeommendatio! 
as to ability and character. Am marrie 
strictly temperate. Would prefer Ohi 
valley or central states, but would conside 
a good proposition from anywhere. Pleas: 
state salary. Could come on short notic: 
Address C.W. 879, care Northwestern Mille: 
Minneapolis. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 








OR SALE—SECOND-HAND. STEAM 
engines—One 12”x80” right-hand Twin 
City Corliss engine; one 28’x60” left-hand 
Brown automatic engine. All the above are 
in good condition—were taken in exchange 
and will be sold at low prices. Minneapolis 
Steel & Machinery Co,, Minneapolis, Minn. 


WANTED — ACTIVE AND RELIABLE 

parties in principal cities in the states 
of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, New 
York, Virginia and Pennsylvania west of 
Harrisburg to take exclusive account of a 
first-class spring wheat mill of 1200-bbl ca- 
pacity ona commission of ten cents per bbl. 
Address D 381, care Northwestern Miller. 


OR SALE CHEAP—SECOND HAND 
flour-mill machinery as follows: 5 
Allis round reels; 3 7x20 4 roller mills, Bar- 
nard & Leas; 19x1l42 pair high feed mill; 1 
9x18 4-roller Allis mill; 1 20-inch French buhr 
mill; 1 Cranson scourer; 1 cob crusher; 8 
Cyclone dust collectors. We will trade for 
any machinery you have. The A. Harris 
Machinery Co., 24th Ave., 8S. E. and Universi- 
ty, Minneapolis. 


sy 


Steel and Special Chains. 


ELEVATORS 















CONVEYORS 





)E SELL FIVE DIFFERENT MAKES 
of gasoline engines all of which are 

sold with a guarantee to give satisfac- 
tion. These engines will be sold on one 











THE JEFFREY MFO. CO. “ety fe 


‘Gen 4 fev Catalogo. 








year’s time at five per cent interest. 
=> STEPHEN D. DEMMON ——— 
MONADNOCK BLDG, CHICAGO, ILL. 





Three Round Reels 
For Sale. 


EVERETT, 
AUGHENBAUGH & CO., 
WASECA, MINN. 





OUR BAGS 
ALWAYS GIVE 
SATISFACTION. 








Write for booklet about the 


Johnson Grain Huller 


See our advertisement 
next week. 





THEYRE THE 
MODEL 
FLOUR 

PACKAGES. 


Bemis Bro. Bag Co. 


St. Louis, Minneapolis, New Orlears 
Boston, Omaha, Indianapolis, 
San Francisco, West Superior, 


Kansas City. 








JOHNSON FOUNDRY & MACHINE WORKS, Ltd 
BATTLE CREEK, MICH. 


IT’S UP TO YOU 


Advertise your business by tacking 
cards on the sides of your carload 
shipments. The ‘Hoosier’ Water 
Proof car card is’ the most dur- 
able reasonable-priced sign made. 
Cc. F. GARDNER PRINTING COMPANY, 
“Hoosier” Sign Works, Princeton, Ind. 


COCKROACHES 


ean be exterminated from mill, 
warehouse and bakery with 


DEAD SHOT 


odorless and harmless to flour, 
B. Howarp SMITH, manufac- 
turer, Kansas City, Mo., Presi- 
dent Smith Steam Baking Co. 


The Meyercord Co. 


CHICAGO. 
SIGNS OPALESCENT 
TRANSFER PROCESS 


for window advertising. 


FUEL CO. 


SHIPPERS OF COAL. 


Special attention given 
to elevator and millin 
- trade. Distributing 
docks at all principal 
lake ports. 45 So. 4thSt. 


MINNEAPOLIS. MINN. 














THE AMERICAN MFG. CO. 


65 WALLST., NEW YORK, 


will send youfree“A LITTLE BLUE 
Book” on ROPE TRANSMISSION. 




















There are many su- 
perior features of 
the Monitor Grain 


Cleaning Ma- 
chines, not pos- 
sessed by other ma- 
chines. Let us tell 
you about them. 





Macaroni Machinery 


P. M. WALTON 
1019-1029 Germantown Av. 
PHILADELPHIA,PA. 








HUNTLEY MFG. €0. 


Self-Raising Flour Acid 


Our product has no equal for 
Purity, Uniformity and Stability. 


Rumford Chemical Works, 
Western Branch, 6 Rush St., Chicago. 














The New American Turbine 


STILL IN THE LEAD. 


On May 27 and 28, 1898, we tested at the Holyoke Testing 
Flume one of our 86-inch Special New American Turbines, 
attaining an efficiency of 86.86 per cent, the highest percentage 
of useful effect ever obtained ny any turbine, and giving the 
highest power ever obtained by any 36-inch wheel tested at 
Holyoke. The result of the test at different gateages is 
given below: 






















Rev. | Cubic | 
Head per |feetper| Horse| Per 
minute | second| Power | cent. 
Whole Gate. 16.72 148.00 114.90 180.90 | 88.09 
15-16 pid 16.99 149.50 107.26 177.22 85.81 
a - 16.98 152.00 100.00 166.18 86.86 
11-16 * 17.08 160.50 97.59 161.77 85.89 
8 4d 16.94 189.00 91.21 147.70 84.85 
63 * 17.44 142.75 74.55 114.86 77.95 








AVERAGE EFFICIENCY, 83.91 PER CENT. 


A blue-print facsimile of the full report will be sent to 
interested parties on application. 


The Dayton Globe Iron Works Co., 
No. 20 South Ludlow St. DAYTON, OHIO. 





McCormick Turbine. 


On Vertical or Horizontal Shaft. 


Gives a higher percentage of useful effect than any other Turbine 
made. All sizes, right and Jeft hand, are built from patterns per- 
fected under systematic tests in the Holyoke Testing Flume. 

Parties having power plants which are unsatisfactory, and those 
contemplating the improvement of powers will find it to their 
interest to confer with us. STATE REQUIREMENTS AND SEND 
FOR CATALOGUE, 


S, MORGAN SMITH CO,, York, Pa. 


176 Federal St., Boston, Mass. 








MILL COGS. 

Rock Maple Cogs on shortest pos- 
sible notice. We make Cogs with 
blank head, to be spaced and dressed 
after being driven, but make a SPE- 
CIALTY OF READY DRESSED 
COGS, which are ready to run mo- 
ment driven and keyed. Send for 

- Circular C, 
THE N. P. BOWSHER CO., South Bend, Ind. 
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ONLY THE CHOICEST GRADES OF RED 
WINTER WHEAT ARE USED IN MAKING 


RICHLAND 
LILY 
FLOUR 


CONSEQUENTLY ITS QUAL- 
ITY IS ALWAYS UNIFORM. 





Chas. Tiedemann Milling Co. 


O’FALLON, ILL. 


{O’FALLON, ILL. 


MILLS AT) CoLLINSVILLE, ILL. 








Forty-Eighth 
Year. 


inn — Leola SPARKS 
COMPANY 


Alton, Ill., U.S.A. 





Manufacturers of 


Hard and Soft Wheat Flours. 














Rolled Oats, Cornmeal, 
Flour and Feed For Export. 


Foreign buyers are requested to correspond with Mr. JOHN M. TURNER, 
European Representative of the Great Western Cereal Co., with headquarters at 
Streits Hotel, Hamburg, Germany. Cable Address: ‘t RENRUT-HAMBURG. ” 


Office for the United Kingdom, Mr. M. A. ToomEy, manager for The Great 
Western Cereal Co., No. 10, Eastcheap, London, E. C., Engl and. 


New York Export Oftice, in charge of MR. CHARLES LACEY PLUMB, at D 14, 
Produce Exchange, N. Y. Special attention given to shipments for West Indies, 
South America, South Africa and Australia, 


Prompt attention to cables and inquiries for prices. 


The Great Western Cereal Co., 
. Cable Address, Chicago, Ill. 


Most Complete Up-to-Date Mills in the World, 


Only mills in the United States arranged with the complete 
Hungarian Sifting System of Bolting and separation making 
—=— A Flour White, Dry and Stroe. 





1,500 bbls Spring Wheat Flour. 
Combined capacity, 8,000 bbls per day:< 1,000 bbls Winter Wheat Flour. 
600 bbls Rye Flour. 


Eckhart & Swan Milling Co., Chicago. 


Write us direct for samples 
of our brands of flour. 


Cable Address: ““EKCKHART.” 


Soft Wheat Flours: 
DRIVEN SNOW 
IDEAL 
PRESIDENT 
MURDOCK 


OFFICE, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 





BERNET, CRAFT & KAUFFMAN MILLING Co,, 


MILLS AT MT. CARMEL, ILL. 


Hard Wheat Flours: 


MONITOR 
GOLDEN ROD 


ST. LOUIS, MO. 





MANUFACTURERS OF 
BRANDS: 


“Lebanon Belle, ~ 
*Ethere al,’ 


wel.’ 
Caltieebetia Solicited. 


Pfeffer Milling Company, 


Capacity, 800 Bbls. 
Elev. Cap., 200,000 Bus, 


Cable Address: “Pfeffer.” 


Pure High-Grade Winter Wheat Flour, 


And Pure White Cornmeal and Table 
and Brewers’ Grits. 


LEBANON, ILL. 





DOW & KING, 


Brands: 


Dow Extra Crystal Gem 
Dow’s Dew Drop Principia 
(for export) Superlative 


Daily Capacity, 500 bb 
Newest and Most J el Mill in Illinois. 
Manufacturers of 


Pure Winter Wheat Flour, 


PITTSFIELD, ILL. 





To Every Foreign and 
Domestic Flour Buyer 


We ask you to take up correspond- 
ence with us with a view to fu- 
ture business. We mill only the 
highest grades of spring wheat 
and back our reputation with 50 
years of milling. 


NORTON & CO., 
Chicago and Lockport, Ill. 


Cable Address: “Norton, Chicago.” 
*%& Members Anti-Adulteration League, 


\ Cuaury < a 
GUARANTES 





ibe E lel lof el tttetes 


fey +\- 16 <7 0) 8) -4 BO 


HUNTER: ST.LOUIS. 
“TONVdS4-N32*: 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


SUPERIOR HARDS WINTER 
WHEAT FLOUR. 
FEED&GRAIN SHIPPERS. 








Straight 


Winter Wheat Flour, made from the 
BEST wheat, is good enough for any 
trade. Write to ALTON ROLLER 
MILLING CO., ALTON, ILL., for prices 
and samples. Foreign or domestic. 


VALIER & SPIES MILLING CO. 


ST. LOUIS, MO. 


ILLINOIS WINTER WHEAT FLOUR 


800-bbl capacity. 


Cable Address: Mills at_Marine, II. 
Valier, St. Louis. St. Jacob, Ll 








SUFFERN, HUNT & CO. 


MILLERS OF KILN-DRIED 


WHITE CORN GOODS 


Brewers’ Grits and Meal, Bakers’ Cones, 
Corn Flour, Hominy Feed. 
Mills located 4 Decatur, Ill., =F Lafayette, Ind. 
Daily Capacity, 14,000 Bus. 


DECATUR, ILLINOIS, U. S. A. 


Wm. Bros Boiler & Manufacturing Co. 


High Pressure Boilers 


A SPECIALTY. 
Repair work promptly done, 
Estimates furnished on application, 
Correspondence solicited. MINNEAPOLIS, MINN 








AMERICAN CORN MILLING Co. 


Commission Merchants and Millers of 
Brewers’ Grits, Cream Meal, Pearl Hominy, 
Corn Flour, Pearl Samp, Hominy Feed and Corn Meal. 


Room 320 Royal Ins. Bldg. 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


Open for accounts in all fore sign and domestic markets. 
Cable Address: ‘Maize.’ Kiverside Code. Capacity, 4,000 bus daily. 





A 
Daily 
Yield 








Green and Bay Streets. 


You can take one accurately by using the 


Automatic Weighing Machine 


Best on the market. Write for terms. 


AUTOMATIC WEIGHING MACHINE Co., 
JERSEY CITY, N. J., U.S.A. 








